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JumpStart named ‘Four for the Future’
BY Denise Etheridge
detheridge@mcduffieprogress.com

McDuffie County Board
of Education members
and school administrators applauded students
for numerous recognitions
and
awards
Tuesday during a planning session.
McDuffie County School
System Superintendent
Dr.
Mychele
Rhodes

Local students learned
about careers in science, technology,
engineering and math.
See page 2A.

Pub. No. 335140

$1.00

announced
that
the
JumpStart
Industry
Partnership at Thomson
High School was named
one of the 2020 Four for
the Future award recipients by the University of
Georgia and Georgia
Trend magazine.
“The Jumpstart program allows high school
students completing a
career pathway to practice skills alongside a

master tradesman in
their area of study,”
according to the school
system’s website.
School board members
were told the district
would be honored for the
community
initiative
during this year’s Public
Service and Outreach
Awards Luncheon on
April 20 in Athens. The
program will also be featured in an upcoming

Georgia Trend issue,
according to Rhodes.
UGA and the magazine
spotlight four communities each year which
strive to improve their
citizen’s quality of life
through “public-private
and nonprofit collaborations,” according to georgiatrend.com.
JumpStart kicked off
last fall, after the high
school’s
longstanding

Motivated survivor
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apprenticeship program
underwent a makeover
facilitated by the local
UGA Archway partnership. The school system
collaborated
on
JumpStart with the business community through
the Thomson-McDuffie
Chamber of Commerce.
School administrators

See JUMPSTART,
Page 8A

Adams
was
known
for her
service
BY Denise Etheridge
detheridge@mcduffieprogress.com

The Briarwood Lady
Bucs placed second in
the
region
and
advance to the state
tournament.
See page 1B.

Obituaries
Marcus Cason
John Crenshaw Jr.
Mattie Hatcher
Mary McNair
Garry Simons
Walter Young
Complete obits on page 3A.
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The McDuffie Progress/Wayne Parham

Samual McCarter is shown with a 1940 Aeronca L3, one of serveral aircraft used in the aviation maintenence program at Augusta Tech’s campus in Thomson. McCarter is returning
soon to complete his degree after fighting two different types of cancer in 2019.

Aviation student returns after battling
two types of cancer during hiatus
BY WAYNE PARHAM
wparham@mcduffieprogress.com

Next week, Samual McCarter,
22, of Augusta, makes his return
to the Augusta Technical College
Aviation Training Center in
Thomson and hits the home
stretch.
McCarter, a three-time cancer
survivor, had to delay his educational path last year to battle one

south,” McCarter said. “You
probably couldn’t pay me enough
to go back up north because of all
the cold and the snow.”
The young man has held a longtime interest in aviation.
“I’ve always had an interest in
aircraft and airplanes. I just didn’t know how to get into it so for

See SURVIVOR,
Page 10A

McDuffie voters: TSPLOST on March ballot
BY Denise Etheridge

This year’s election
cycle in McDuffie County
will begin with the
Presidential Preference
Primary in March, and a
referendum on the ballot
asking voters in the
Central Savannah River
Area to approve a contin-
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See ADAMS,
Page 3A

Adelle Adams

detheridge@mcduffieprogress.com
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type of cancer and then another.
He grew up in Terre Haute,
Indiana, and moved south to
study aviation maintenance in
Thomson. He had family in the
Augusta area and while in
Indiana discovered the aviation
maintenance program listed on
the FAA website.
“My whole life was spent up
there, up north. And then within
the last three years I came down

Current and former
Thomson city officials
remember Adelle Adams,
who passed away on Feb.
6, as a dedicated public
servant. Adams was the
first woman to serve on
city council and she
chaired
the
Water
Commission. She served
from 1972 to 1990, according to her obituary.
Adams was 99 when she
died.
Adams’ long tenure on
council was witnessed by
three mayors: William C.
Leverett, E. Wilson Hawes
and Robert E. Knox, Jr.,
according to Thomson
City
Clerk
Lucretia
Ferguson.
“I served on city council
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New voting machines also to debut for upcoming election
uation of TSPLOST.
Area government officials have been encouraging residents to vote for
renewing the 10-year one
percent sales tax that
goes strictly toward funding area transportation
improvement projects.
McDuffie
County

Commission Chairman
Charlie Newton said
TSPLOST
revenues
would enable the county
to “more than double the
amount of resurfacing
roads than we could were
we dependent on state
funding.”
TSPLOST funds have

permitted the county to
set aside money to pave
dirt roads, Newton added.
“A lot of work proposed
for downtown will really
improve the safety for
pedestrians by discouraging large trucks from
traveling through downtown,” the chairman con-

tinued. “This should
make a better business
environment for downtown Thomson.”
Newton said one primary project proposed
for the community is an I-

See ELECTION,
Page 7A

