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T Minnesota Counties

May 12, 2016

To the Members of the Minnesota Legislature:

As county officials, one of our fundamental duties is to oversee the maintenance and repair of our local
transportation infrastructure and services. Across the state, the transportation needs of our respective
communities are actually quite similar - whether in Greater Minnesota or in the metro. We all share the

responsibility of providing for adequate roads, bridges, and transit systems.

To address these needs, the Association of Minnesota Counties (AMC) supports new revenue for transportation.
Specifically, we are in favor of a comprehensive transportation financing package that provides funding for roads,
bridges, and transit services. It should also be balanced among regions of the state and modes of transportation.
We believe the solution should be sustainable with on-going funding that is dedicated - constitutionally for roads
and bridges and statutorily for transit.

Providing adequate funding for transportation is an issue of public safety. Keeping our road ways safe is a top
priority for county officials. Every day, Minnesotans rely on our roads, bridges, and transit systems to bring their
kids to school and get to work. Our transportation system needs to provide the structural strength for safe

movement as well as provide accessibility for emergency vehicles such as police cars, fire trucks, and ambulances.

Congestion is often a regular feature of any commute for Minnesota drivers - especially for those in the metro. By
passing legislation that includes funding for roads, bridges, and transit options, we can empower Minnesotans to
make their own decisions about how they choose to get to their destination. Providing these choices to the public
allows all Minnesotans to benefit as our roads become less congested - making for a timelier and safer commute
for all. In addition to relieving congestion, funding transit services - both in the metro and in Greater Minnesota -

provides access to basic needs such as quality food and medical care for vulnerable citizens.

As Minnesotans, we know that our harsh winters punish our infrastructure and can create difficult terrain for
vehicles. By addressing the funding needs of our state’s roads, bridges, and transit services comprehensively, we
can more quickly make the needed maintenance and repairs that will endure for the long-term and help prevent
expensive damage to vehicles caused by ailing infrastructure.

Providing a safe and accessible integrated network of roads, bridges, and transit lines is critical as we facilitate

economic activity in our state. By making it easier for goods to get to market, the flow of commerce will expand and
improve the potential for job growth in our state.
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It's important to be clear that we simply cannot address our transportation needs piece-by-piece or region-by-
region any longer. We acknowledge that counties throughout our state have specific needs relating to roads,
bridges, and transit. The only realistic opportunity to fulfill all of our transportation obligations statewide is
to pass a comprehensive, balanced, sustainable, and dedicated funding package. We no longer can rely on a

“band aid” approach to the maintenance of our roads, bridges, and transit systems.

We appreciate the work members of the House and Senate have done thus far to address our state’s transportation
needs and we're pleased to see conversations continue to progress on this front at the Capitol. By uniting as leaders
from both the metro and Greater Minnesota - just as the Association of Minnesota Counties has done - we can

rebuild our transportation infrastructure so no community will be left behind.

Sincerely,

Commissioner Jack Swanson, Roseau County
2016 AMC President

Commissioner John Okeson, Becker County
Chair, AMC Transportation & Infrastructure Policy Committee

Commissioner Michael Potter, Wright County
Vice Chair, AMC Transportation & Infrastructure Policy Committee

John Welle, County Engineer, Aitkin County
Commissioner Larry Knutson, Becker County
Commissioner Barry Nelson, Becker County

Jim Olson, County Engineer, Becker County
Commissioner Don Skarie, Becker County
Commissioner Tim Sumner, Beltrami County
Commissioner Joe Vene, Beltrami County

Bruce Hasbargen, County Engineer, Beltrami County
Commissioner Jake Bauerly, Benton County
Commissioner Jim McMahon, Benton County
Commissioner Warren Peschl, Benton County
Michelle Knutson, Auditor, Big Stone County

Nick Anderson, County Engineer, Big Stone County

Commissioner Vance Stuehrenberg, Blue Earth
County

Robert Meyer, Administrator, Blue Earth County
Commissioner Scott Windschitl, Brown County
Charles Enter, Administrator, Brown County
Commissioner Marv Bodie, Carlton County

Commissioner Susan Zmyslony, Carlton County

Michael Tardy, County Engineer, Carlton County
Commissioner James Ische, Carver County
Commissioner Randy Maluchnik, Carver County
David Enblom, County Engineer, Cass County
Commissioner Jim Dahlvang, Chippewa County
Commissioner Matt Gilbertson, Chippewa County
Commissioner Dave Nordaune, Chippewa County
Jon Clauson, Auditor-Treasurer, Chippewa County
Steve Kubista, County Engineer, Chippewa County

Joe Triplett, Public Works Director/Engineer,
Chisago County

Commissioner Frank Gross, Clay County
Commissioner Grant Weyland, Clay County
Commissioner Arlen Syverson, Clearwater County
Jeffrey Cadwell, Administrator, Cook County
Commissioner Tom Appel, Cottonwood County
Commissioner Donna Gravley, Cottonwood County
Commissioner Norm Holmen, Cottonwood County
Commissioner Jim Schmidt, Cottonwood County

Commissioner Kevin Stevens, Cottonwood County
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JinYeene Neumann, Public Works Director/Engineer,
Cottonwood County

Kelly Thongvivong, Coordinator, Cottonwood County
Commissioner Thomas Egan, Dakota County
Commissioner Nancy Schouweiler, Dakota County

Mark J. Krebsbach, P.E., Transportation
Director/County Engineer, Dakota County

Commissioner John Allen, Dodge County
Commissioner Steven Gray, Dodge County
Commissioner Bev Bales, Douglas County

David Robley, Public Works Director/Engineer,
Douglas County

Commissioner Tom Warmka, Faribault County
Commissioner Duane Bakke, Fillmore County
Commissioner Randy Dahl, Fillmore County
Commissioner Mitch Lentz, Fillmore County
Commissioner Harry Root, Fillmore County
Commissioner Marc Prestby, Fillmore County
Bobbie Vickerman, Coordinator, Fillmore County
Ronald Gregg PE, County Engineer, Fillmore County
Commissioner Mike Lee, Freeborn County
Commissioner Glen Matthiason, Freeborn County
Commissioner Christopher N. Shoff, Freeborn County
Commissioner Brad Anderson, Goodhue County

Scott Arneson, County Administrator, Goodhue
County

Greg Isakson, County Engineer, Goodhue County
Commissioner Dan Rechtzigel, Goodhue County
Commissioner Todd Schneeberger, Grant County
Commissioner Marion Greene, Hennepin County
Commissioner Linda Higgins, Hennepin County
Commissioner Randy Johnson, Hennepin County
Commissioner Peter McLaughlin, Hennepin County
Commissioner Jan Callison, Hennepin County
Commissioner Mike Opat, Hennepin County
Commissioner Dana Kjo, Houston County
Commissioner Matt Dotta, Hubbard County

David A. Olsonawski, County Engineer/Public Works
Coordinator, Hubbard County
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Commissioner Susan Morris, Isanti County
Commissioner Davin Tinquist, Itasca County
Commissioner Terry Snyder, Itasca County

Karin Grandia, County Engineer, Itasca County
Commissioner David Henkels, Jackson County
Commissioner Rosemary Schultz, Jackson County
Commissioner Don Wachal, Jackson County
Commissioner Harlan Madsen, Kandiyohi County
Commissioner Doug Reese, Kandiyohi County
Commissioner Roger Imdieke, Kandiyohi County

Larry Kleindl, County Administrator, Kandiyohi
County

Commissioner Craig Spilde, Kittson County

Eric Christensen, County Administrator, Kittson
County

Commissioner Kevin Adee, Koochiching County
Commissioner Brian McBride, Koochiching County
Commissioner DeRon Brehmer, Lac qui Parle County
Commissioner Graylen Carlson, Lac qui Parle County
Commissioner Todd Patzer, Lac qui Parle County
Jacob Sieg, County Coordinator, Lac qui Parle County
Sam Muntean, County Engineer, Lac qui Parle County
Commissioner Rich Sve, Lake County

Commissioner Thomas Hanson, Lake of the Woods
County

Tim Erickson, County Engineer, Lake of the Woods
County

Commissioner Steve " Gump " Rohlfing, Le Sueur
County

Darrell Pettis, County Engineer, Le Sueur County
Commissioner Mic VanDeVere, Lincoln County
Commissioner Rick Anderson, Lyon County
Commissioner Charlie Sanow, Lyon County

Aaron VanMoer, County Engineer, Lyon County
Commissioner James Kochmann, Mahnomen County
Jonathan Large, County Engineer, Mahnomen County
Commissioner Sharon Bring, Marshall County
Commissioner Elliot Belgard, Martin County

Kevin Peyman, County Engineer, Martin County
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John Brunkhorst, County Engineer, McLeod County
Paul Virnig, County Administrator, Meeker County
Commissioner Randy Winscher, Morrison County

Steven Backowski, County Engineer, Morrison
County

Craig Oscarson, County Coordinator, Mower County
Commissioner Jerry Reinartz, Mower County
Commissioner Gerald Magnus, Murray County
Commissioner Robert Moline, Murray County
Commissioner David Thiner, Murray County

Ryan Krosch, County Administrator, Nicollet County

Seth Greenwood, Public Works Director/County
Engineer, Nicollet County

Commissioner Jack Kolars, Nicollet County
Commissioner Marv Zylstra, Nobles County
Commissioner Don Linssen, Nobles County

Tom Johnson, County Administrator, Nobles County

Stephen Schnieder, County Highway Engineer,
Nobles County

Jerilyn Swenson, County Engineer, Norman County
Commissioner Ken Brown, Olmsted County
Commissioner Louis Ohly, Olmsted County
Commissioner Stephanie Podulke, Olmsted County
Commissioner Paul Wilson, Olmsted County
Commissioner Jim Bier, Olmsted County
Commissioner Matt Flynn, Olmsted County
Commissioner Sheila Kiscaden, Olmsted County

Richard Devlin, County Administrator, Olmsted
County

Kay Bieniek, County Engineer, Olmsted County

Mike Sheehan, Public Works Director, Olmsted
County

Richard West, Public Works Director/County
Engineer, Otter Tail County

Commissioner Don Jensen, Pennington County
Commissioner Oliver Swanson, Pennington County
Commissioner Darryl Tveitbakk, Pennington County
Commissioner Neil Peterson, Pennington County

Commissioner Les Nath, Pipestone County
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Dave Halbersma, County Engineer, Pipestone and
Lincoln Counties County

Commissioner Craig Buness, Polk County

Richard Sanders, County Engineer, Polk County
Brian Giese, County Engineer, Pope County
Commissioner Larry Lindor, Pope County
Commissioner Cody Rogahn, Pope County
Commissioner Toni Carter, Ramsey County
Commissioner Blake Huffman, Ramsey County
Commissioner Victoria Reinhardt, Ramsey County
Commissioner Mary Jo McGuire, Ramsey County
Commissioner Jim McDonough, Ramsey County
Commissioner Rafael Ortega, Ramsey County
Commissioner Anthony Flage, Red Lake County
Commissioner John Lerohl, Red Lake County
Commissioner Chuck Simpson, Red Lake County
Commissioner Dave Sorensen, Red Lake County
Commissioner Ron Weiss, Red Lake County
Commissioner Sharon Hollatz, Redwood County
Commissioner Priscilla Klabunde, Redwood County
Commissioner Lon Walling, Redwood County

Vicki Knobloch, County Administrator, Redwood
County

William Rabenberg, Highway Engineer, Redwood
County

Commissioner Bob Fox, Renville County

Sara Folsted, County Administrator, Renville County
Mark Sehr, Highway Engineer, Rock County
Commissioner Ken Hoime, Rock County
Commissioner Roger Falk, Roseau County
Commissioner Jack Swanson, Roseau County
Commissioner Glenda Phillipe, Roseau County
Commissioner Felix Schmiesing, Sherburne County

Steve Taylor, County Administrator, Sherburne
County

Tim Becker, Public Works Director, Sibley County
Commissioner Steve Raukar, St. Louis County

Commissioner DeWayne Mareck, Stearns County
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Jodi Teich, County Engineer, Stearns County
Commissioner Mark Schultz, Steele County

Anita Benson, DPW/Engineer, Steele County
Commissioner James Brady, Steele County

Laura Elvebak, County Administrator, Steele County
Commissioner Bob Kopitzke, Stevens County

Todd Larson, County Engineer, Stevens County
Rebecca Young, County Coordinator, Stevens County
Commissioner Joe Fox, Swift County

Commissioner Gary Hendrickx, Swift County
Commissioner Eric Rudningen, Swift County

Mike Pogge-Weaver, County Administrator, Swift
County

Commissioner David Kircher, Todd County
Commissioner Randy Neumann, Todd County
Commissioner Tom Monson, Traverse County
Commissioner David Salberg, Traverse County
Dietrich Flesch, County Engineer, Wabasha County
Commissioner Donald Springer, Wabasha County

Commissioner Mike Wobbe, Wabasha County
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Commissioner William Stearns, Wadena County
Nathan Richman, County Engineer, Waseca County
Commissioner Karla Bigham, Washington County

Wayne Sandberg P.E., County Engineer & Deputy
Public Works Director, Washington County

Commissioner Kathleen Svalland, Watonwan County
Ken Fritz, County Administrator, Winona County
Commissioner Steve Jacob, Winona County
Commissioner Greg Olson, Winona County
Commissioner James Pomeroy, Winona County
Commissioner Marcia Ward, Winona County
Commissioner Marie Kovecsi, Winona County

Virgil Hawkins, County Highway Engineer, Wright
County

Lee Kelly, County Coordinator, Wright County

Commissioner John Berends, Yellow Medicine
County

Commissioner Gary Johnson, Yellow Medicine
County

Peg Heglund, County Administrator, Yellow Medicine
County

Association of Minnesota Counties | 125 Charles Avenue, St. Paul, MN 55103-2108 | www.mncounties.org



http://www.mncounties.org/

