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Dr. Rose platform asociates, ladiesnd gentlemen. | am certainly delighted to have the
privilege of being in your community today and to discuss with you one of the vitad iskaar

day. And | want to express my personal appreciation to the Wesley Foundatiorefatimythe
invitation and making it possible for me to be with you at the third annual lecture. | regret s
much that an extremely busy schedule prevents my staying longeis $ait of a basln-bash
outvisit for me. But, | have certainly spent some rewarding moments here in Mankato. And |
hope that circumstances will make it possible for me to return again. Some mantRsiag
Minister Macmillanof England was traveling through Africa and he stopped at one point on this
rather quick journey through Africa to make this significaatesnent: he windof change is

blowing in Africa. In a real sense, the wind of change is blowing all over the tadd.

sweeping away an old order, and ushering in a new order. And so we stand today between two
ages: the dying old and the emerging new. Now we are all familiar with thedadtbat is

passing away because we have lived with it and we have seeénaill ahits dimensioa We

have seen the old order in other nations\aitll far morecolonialism andmperialism. As you

know that approximately 2,800,000,000 people in the world. The vast majority of these people
live in Asia and Africa. For yeatBeywere dominated politically xported economically,
segregated and humiliated by some foreign power. But, there comes a time whergpetd

of being trampled over by the iron feet of oppression. And so these millions of peopieddeci
protest and as a result of that movement more than 1,700,000,000 of a possible 1,900,000,000
colonial subjects have their independence today. Just 25 yeaferagstance, there were only
three independent countries in the whole of Africa. | remembered when Mrs.ndrg a
journeyed to Ghana in 1957 to attend the independence celebration. There were only eight
independent countries in Africa. But today there are 28 independent countries in thentoftine
Africa. So as we look Africa into Asia,ewmnotice that theld order of olonialism is passing

away and the new order of equalitiyd human dignity is coming intoibg. But not only have

we seerthe old order and its international dimensions, we have seen it in our own nation in the
song of slavery, racial segremgen and discrimination. We all know the long history of the old
order in the United States. It had its beginning in 1619 when the first slaves landedloorédse

of this nation. Then, the old order continued to exist in the system known as segrégatign.

with the conditions of slavery and thiatersegregation, manyégroes lost faith in themselves.
Many came to feel that perhaps that they were inferior.tBeit, something happened to the
Negroes, circumstances made it possible andssacy fohim to travel more:ite coming of the
automobile, the upheavals of two world wars, the Great Depression. And so the ruribplanta
gradually gave way to urban industrial life. With economics rising, gradusithg through the
growth of industry, the influence of organized labor expanded educational opporturdties a
other forces. Even as cultural life was rising through the steady el@tlerippling illiteracy. All

of these forces conjoined caused thegkb to take a new look at himselfe¢fro masseall over
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began taeevaluate themselveadithe Negro came to feel that he was somebody. His religion
revealed to him that God loves all of his children and that all men are made in himTinaige.

the basic thing about a man is not his specificity but his fundamentals. Not the teEXtis hair

or the color of his skin, but his eternal dignity and worth. And so the Negro could now
consciously cry outifaudible words) and black complexion. Stand up for him claim. Skin may
differ but affections dwells in black and white the same. | was so tall asctotteapole, ought

to grasp the ocean as it stands. | must be measured by my soul. The mind is the: ctahear
man. With this new sense of dignity ahistnew sense of destiny a new Negro came intabein
with a new determination to struggle, to suffer and sacrifice until justice @adioim became
realities. And so as a result of this new determination, the old order graphsdlyd away. Then
something else happened, the Supreme Court of the nation rendered a momentous decision on
May 17, 1964. The United States Supreme Court renderatwas known as the Dr&tott
decision in 1875, which said in substance thatNegrois not a citizen of this natioime is

nearly property subject to the dictates of his owner. In 1896, the Supreme Court reriddred w
was known as Plessy v. Fergusatidion which established the doctrine of separate but equal
as the law of the land. In 1954, the Supreme Court said in substance that the old Plesgy doctri
must go. That separate facilities are inherently unequal, and that theasedgragld on the basis

of his race igo deny that child equal protection of the law. As a result of this decision, we stand
today on the threshold, the most creative and constructive period in the history of our nation in
the area of raceelations. To put it figuratively andiblical language, w've broken loose from

the edictof slavery. We have moved through the wilderness of segregation and now we stand on
the border of the promised land of integration. The old order is passing away and thderew or
of freedom and justice is coming into being. Now whenever anything new comessioty, 1t
brings with it new challenges and new responsibilities and it would be tragediifdee stood

by our nation and in the world and noticed the emerging new age without meeting the
concomitant responsibilities that we face as a result of this emerginggee And so | would

like to mention some of éhchallenges that we face as a result of this emerging new age. First,
we are challenged to develop a world perspective. We must rise above the nariesaanf

our individualistic concerns to the broader concerns of all humanity. The world in whicrewe

is geographically one. We must come to see that in a sense we mugestiuggke it

spiritually one. Now it is true the geographical oneness of this age hasrdorbeing to a large
extent because of man’s scientific ingenuity. Modern man hasatéeo log distance and place
time in chains. And our jet planes have compressed into minutes distances that once tdok days
think Bob Hope has, has adequately describechwsgeneration in which we live and | know it
isn’'t a usual thing for a preacher to be quoting Bob Hope, but I think he has atiedaatribed

this new jet age. He said it is an ageewlit is possible to take a nonstop flight from Los

Angeles, California to New York City. And i'm takin’ off in Los Angeles you develop

(inaudible words) in New York City. You know it is possible because of the tilifferenceto

take a flight from Tokyo, Japan on Sunday morning and arri@eattle Washington on the
preceding Saturday night. And when your friends meet you at the airport and asiouHeft
Tokyo, you'll have to say | left tomorrow his is the time in the world in which we live. Now

this is a bit humorist, but I'm trying to laugh the basic facts into all of us, and it is sinigly

that the world in which we live isegpgraphically one. The world in which we live is a
neighborhood and now more than ever before we are challenged to make this world a
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brotherhood. We must all learn to live together as brothers or we will all perishdpgs fools,
which is the challengef the hour. No individual can live alone. No nation can live alone. We

are in interdependent. Some months ago, Mrs. King and | journeyed overdoetitacountry

known as Indial never will forget the experience. It was a marvelous experience tcameet

talk with the great leaders of India and to meet people in all of the cities and thesvillag
throughout that vast country. Thements we spent in India will remain dear to me as long as
the cords of memory shall lend them. But, | say to you that there were thoseidgptss can

one avoid being moved and concerned and depressed when he sees with his own eyes millions of
people going to bed hungry at night? How can one avoid being depressed when he sees with his
own eyes millions of people sleeping on the sidewalks at night? They have no beds ito slee
They have no houses to go in. How can one avoid being concerned when he discovers that out of
India’s populations of 400 million people, more than 360 million make an annual income of less
than 80 dollars a year? Most of these people have never seen a doctor or dentist.séoatdas |

by and noticed these conditions, somethimme cried out: & we in America stand idly by and

not be concerned? An answer came, oh, no because the destiny of ¢ueStaies is tied up

with the destiny of India and every other nation. And | started thinking of thithistcive spend

more than a million dollars a day in the United States to store surplus food. And | sgskth m

| know where we can store that fofsde of charge, in the wrinkled stomachgt@millions of

people in Asian, Africa and South America and in our own nation who go to bed hungry at night.
Maybe we spend far too much of our national budget establishing military lbased ¢he

world, rather than bases of genuine concern and understanding. All I'm saymglisthis, that

all life is interrelated. We are caught in an inescapable network of mutuality, tesinigle

garment of destiny. And so whatever affects one directly affectsdaléctly. As long as that is
extreme poverty in this world, no individual can be totally rich, even if he possedsiiema

dollars. As long as disease is rampant and millions of people cannot expect to lithandzé

to 30 years, no individual carelbotally healthy eveti he just got a cheelp at the Mayo

Clinic. Strangely enough, | can never be what | ought to be until you areyathaught to be.

You can never be what you ought to be until | am what | ought to be. This is the itgdrrela
strudure of reality. John Donne called it years ago and phrased it in gtapims:*No manis

an island Entire of itself Every man is a piece of the continent,ghart of the mairi. Then he

goes on towards the end to s&ny man’s death diminishes mi@ecause | am involved in
mankind,And therefore nevesend to know for whom the bell toll;tblls for thee€. Men and

women all over this world have come to see this if we are to meet the challengeeft thgen

The second challenge is this: we mustrgkbdf the notion once and for all that there arecsigp

and inferior races. Now for some reashis idea still lingers around. The idea that there are

some races that are superior and other races that are inferior. Now certaely tizer

intellectua basis for this. Anthropologists such as Margaret Mead, Ruth Benedict and Melville
Herskovits have all pointed out that there is nothing to this idea that superior arat nafess

that there maybe superior and inferior individuals academically wilhiaces. Medical science

tells us that there are four types of blood and that these four types of blood arevitbiméll

racial groups. But in the midst of all this, there are still those who feehttra are superior and
inferior races. Now ther&as a time that men used to argue this idea of inferiority for certain
races on the basis dfd Bible. They argued that the Negro and colored people, generally, were
inferior by nature. It's a strange thing how men often believe things that &ne emntext and
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they go to find some religious andlical justification for it. And so they lift things out of

context and try to argue or to justify a particular belief that they have. So @rgiasd at one

time in pulpits across the nation that thegkb was inferior by nature because of Noah’s curse
upon the children of Ham. The apostle Padidum became a watchword: semyjebe obedient

to your master. Then one brother probably had read the lotlie gfeat philosopher Aristotle.
Aristotle did agred deal to set up what we naall formal logic and used to talk in terms of
syllogism which has major premise, a minor premise and a conclusion. Until one brother could
put his argument into fraework Aristotelian syllogisméicould say all meare made in the

image of God. ien came the minor premise, God asrglbody knows is not a Negro.
Thereforethe Negro is not a man. This is the kind of reasoning that, uh, prevailed at one time.
But todaythere is little difference, uh, these argumématge passed away by and large. But there
are those who argue on more subtle sociological and cultural grounds. They wadhlat s,

if you integrate schools and if yantegrate other facilities the Negro will pull the whigee

back a generation. The Negro is not culturally ready for integration. Andhiégwould go to

say, you know, the &gro is a criminal andh because of these things we just can’t have
integration without bringing about social, uh, corruption and social dislocation and ewvgrythin
else. Now that people who argue on the basis of this fail to say that if tadag@ing standards
within the Negro community they lag because of segregation and discrimination. They &jl to s
poverty, ignorance and disease breathe crime, whatever the racial group.nmibgse things are
environmental and not racial. And it is the torturous logic to use the tragic ressgigrefjation

as an argument for the continuation of it. The thing to do is get rid of the causesddrihsp

we must get riedf the notion once and for all that there are superior and inferior races. And |
think we already have numerous and inspiring examples of Negroes who have deetbtisita
human nature cannot be catalogued and in spite of that oppression, they've risen up and plunged
against cloud-filled nights of affliction. New and blazing stars of inspiratiowl. g0 from an old
slavecabin in Virginia’s Hlls, Booker T. Washington rose up to beecof America’s great

leaders. Heif a porch in Alabama then darkness fled. From the Red Hills of Gordon County,
Georgia and on to the mother who could neither read nor write, Roland Hayes rose up to be one
of the world’s great singers, carried his melodious voiceth@@alace of King George thiéh

and the mansion of Queen Mother of Spanont-poverty stricken conditions of Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, Marian Anderson rose to be the world’s greatest contralto, so traatifiosould

say, “A voice like this comg only once in a centufyand Sbelius of Finland couldag/, “My

roof is too low for such a voice.” From humble, crippling circumstances, George \Washin
Carver rose up and carved for himself an imperishable niche in the annaknoksdihere was

a star in the sky of female leadership, then came Mary McBetitine and grabbed it and
allowed it to shine in her life with all of its scintillating beauty. There was a stheidiplomatic
sky, then cam®&alph Bunchgthe grandson of the slave preacher, and allowed it to shine in his
life. And all of these pede have revealed that human nature cannot be catalogued. And that
there isnot truth in the idea that theelgro and the colored races in general are inferior by nature.
And if we ought to meet the challenge of the new age, we must get rid of the notemnahfor

all, that there are superior and inferior races. The next challenge is thie areallenged to
continue to engage in creative protest in order to bring an end to the barrieral dfagiegation

and discrimination. All over this nation we must develop men and women who will not rest until
segregation and discrimination have been removed from every area of our nagoNsWf in
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order to engage in this creative protest, we gotta get atlefstwo myths that tend to get
around. Ones the myth of time. There are those who argue that time will solve this problem
And so they would say to the Negro and to white people of good will who are willingalbdse

in the struggle, just be patient and pray and wait and time will solve this problenhir Hzere |
believe inprayer and | believe in patience and we must do more than pray and be patient. People
who move out on the myth of time falil to realibat time is neutral. That it can be used either
destructively or constructively. And at times | am convincedttiggpeople of ill will, the
segregationists, have used time much more effectively than the people of good witlnrayd i
well be that wehtat we will have to repent in this generation, not merely for the lowlic

words of the bad people, but for the appalling silence of the good people. Somewhetbealong
way, we must come to see that human progress never rolls in on the wheeitabilitg. It

comes through the tireless efforts and the persistent work of dedicated indivdddakithout

this hard work, time itself becomes an ally of the insurgent and primitive fortles wfational
emotionalism and social stagnation. We must help time. We must see that the time is always
right to do right. The other myth that gets around a great deal is what | cédckaf a better
phrase, educational determinism. This is the idea that only education can sgbvelitam.

You've heard this argument that in order to solve the problem, we must change attitudes. And
this can only done through education. You can’t deal with this problem through legislation. You
can’'t deal with this problem through judicial decrees, they would argue. Onligtholhanging

the hearts and only through educational processes can the problem be solved. To those who
would argue this, | would simply say that it is not either legislation or educatioruaths
education and legislation. Certainly we need education. Certainly we ne@shradigolve this
problem. Beyond that, we need legislatids.| said in my message this morning, it may be true
that morality cannot be legislated, but behavior can be regulated. It may bdeatrthetlaw can’t
make a man love méyut it can keep him from lynching me, and I think that’s pretty important
also. It may be true that the law cannot change the heart, but it can restrasrtles)eand this

is what we seek to do through legislativie cannot change bad internal ati¢ through
legislation, religion and education will have to do this. But, we seek to control the éxterna
effects of bad internal attitude. And so legislation is necessary in thoslériransition.
Therefore, all people of goodwill must work with renewed vigor to get the propsialign.

There is need, for instance on the national séatenew civil rights legislatiomn the next

session of Congress. There is need on the local scale for legislation withistterny do away
with housing discmination. To do away with employment discrimination. That these twin evils
exist at every state in this uniohnd so there is need for legislation to do away witAid also

we need executive orders from the president of the United States. | was segiggptp arlier

this afternoon that the president of the United States could all but end the housingrdisonm
with a stroke of the pen. Because most housing falls under the category of tak feder
government, in some sendeat is in terms of fiancing, &her falls under FHA, PHA, urban
renewal or VeteraLoan. And the president could issue an executive order making it palpably
clear that no federal funds can be involved in situations where there is housingidatim
‘Cause as long as wave housing discrimination, we will have segregation in every other area
of the community. We will have de facto segregation in the school. We will have de facto
segregation in recreational facilities, in churches and every other areaoAlmere must ba
determined effort to break down discrimination in housing all over the United Stapesitian
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hour with President Kennedy last week talking about some of these problenssgtites need
for new legislation, the new sessiohCongress. Stressinge need for an executive order in
housing, and | also suggested to him that the time has now come on executive ordeng decla
all segregated facilities unconstitutional on the basis of the Fourteenth Amendradmve the
first Emancipation Proclamatiossued by Abraham Lincoln, and that was an executive atder,
was not a judicial decree \itas not a legislated act. It was an executive order. Now, almost a
100 years later, the time has come for a second Emancipation ProclamatiarstThe f
Emangpation Proclamation freed thegl§ro from tle bondage of physical slavery. But even
today, a form of slavery still exists because segregation is nothing but stavergd up with
certain niceties of complexity. And so there is a need for an executive ordeonal s
Emancipation Proclamation, bringing an end to all forms of segregation. Anévéd#iie hour
has come for this, and all people of goodwill must press for such an executive oyderd Be
this, there is need for neiolent direct action. | am stitonvinced that nonolence is the most
potent weapon available to oppressed people in their struggle for freedom and humgn dignit
And so we must delve deeper into the meaning of the philosophy and method of nonviolence.
Nonviolent direct action mst be the major thrust of theeyro and his allies in this struggle to
break down segregation and discrimination. Now, there are many advantages tohbds ihet
has certain practical advantages. It has a way of disarming theesppipbexposes his moral
defenses. It weakens his meraind at the same time it works on his consciefas.is the

power of nonviolence that the opponent just doesn’t know how to deal with it. If he seeks to beat
you, you accept that without retaligginf he desn’t beat you, Ht’s fine. Ifhe seeks to put you

in jail, you go in jail and transform the jail from dungeons and chains to havensdurfresd
human dignity. Even if he seeks to kill you, you develop acquired courage of dyingssaey
without killing. So it leaveshe opponent disarmed not knowing exactly what to do. This is the
power of this approach. But it has certain moral attributes. It says that thielirads involved

can secure moral ends, through moral means. There has been algglg shrough history, this
whole question of ends and means. There’s been debates and arguments and philosophical
theories. Occasionally there has been those who argue that the end justifiesitiseno matter
what the means are. If the end is noble, it's alright. Timedatggystems, large systems of
government succumb to the temptation of believing in this theory. The ultimate weaknes
Communism is that it believes that the end justifies the means. It talks about thehend of
classless society, then it goes on taarthat any means is alright to bring it about, violence,
defeat, lying and even the denial of human freedom. This is what Leninteaysomewhere
nonviolent resistance comes along and said we could never follow such a phildsmatuge in
the long run of history, the immoral means can never bring about moral ends beearsdis
preexisting in the means. The end that represents, or rather the means efiressd in

making andhe ideal in process.r&l so nomiolent resistance provides a method whereby
individuals can work to secure moral ends through moral means. It also places #ibitoat

the center of its thrust.hls is very important in the ngiolent movement. It says that it is
possible to resist the unjust system and yet maiataiact of love and an act of sense of
goodwill for the perpetrators of the unjust system. Now, many people stop to ask tthalong
way: what do you mean when you say love those people who are oppressing you, those people
who are opposing you, those people who are bombing your home and all of that? How can you
love such people? And | always have to stop to try to give the meaning of love in thig.cont
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When | speak of love in this context, I'm not talking about emotional bosh, or merely a
sentimental outpuring. I'm thinking of something much deeper. The Greek language comes to
our aid when we try to deal with the meaning of love in this area. Thetieraeewords in Greek

for love. One is the word eros. Eros is a sort of aesthetic love, a yearningotithef the

realm of the divine. Plato talks about it a great deal in his dialogue. It has conte ® st of
romantic love. And so in thisense, we have all read aborgsein the beauties of literature.

We've all experienced it. In a sense, Bdgllan Poe was talking about eros when he talked
about his beautiful Annabelle Lee, with the love surrounded by the halo of eternityersea s
Shakespeare was talking abordgsewhen he said love is not love which alters when its
alterations finds, or bends with the remover to remove. It is an ever fixed migidotkgon

tempest and is never shaken. It is the star to every wandering bark. You know,nhearbez

that because | used to quote it to my wife when we wagiog. That's eos. Eros’ meaing.

The Greek language talks abotil@a, which is another level of love that’s a sort of intimate
affection between personal friends. On this level, you do love people because yoeniké'’s

a reciprocal love.n short, it's friendship. Then the Greek language comes out with another
word, it calls it agape. Agape is more than romantic, aesthetic love. Agape itharore

friendship. Agape is understanding creative, redemptive goodwill for all merarit

overflowing love that seeks nothing in return. Theologians would say that it is the lowee of G
operating in the human heart. So, when one rises to love on this level, he loves the person who
does the evil deeds while hating the deeds that the person does. And | believe th#tehisy

this understanding created redemptive goodwill and somehow bring us into thaynefv d
brotherhood and understanding as we move on. This approach to the problem is not without
successful precedent. Mohandas K. Gandhi used it in a magnificent manner to fesplas p

from the political domination inflicted upon them for years. He struggled onlythé weapons

of sole force, nomrjury, moral principles and courage. This method has been used in a
marvelous way by hundreds and thousands of Negro students over the South. They have taken
our deep groans and passionate yearnings for freedom and filtered themowthegnder souls
and fashioned them into a created protest, which is an epic known all over our nation. And as a
result d their norviolent discipline yet courageous action, they have been able to bring about
integration at lunch counters in more than 150 cities of the Souathl submit that this nothing
less than revolutionary. This has also been expressed in the icexgrifreedom Kes.This
movement came into being to revéwt segregation is still thedgro’s burden and Amea’s
shame. As a result of the Freedom Rides, something has happened, never happenediefore. M
of the cities in the deep South now have integrated bus terminals and | am convinced that the
ICC ruling, which took effect on the first of November declaring all seg@ugatiinterstate

travel, as far as bus transportatisrtoncernedillegal. I'm convinced that this ruling came into
being directly as a result of the Fread&des. And so this way of neiolent direct action is a
powerful approach to social change. And | believe that this way coupled with all ohére ot
(inaudible words) we all dream of. May | say in conclusion that this problem will not be solved
until enough people in America come to see that it is morally wrong to discriminatetagain
another individual, to segregate an individual, and until enough peomle to see that it is

sinful. Segregation is evil because it substitutes-amdlationshipfor the Fthou relationship.
Relegatesndividuals and persons to the status of things. We must come to see this problem is
not nearly a sectional problem, it's not nearly a Southern problem, it is a naturahprdld
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section of our country can b&taofclean hands in the area of brotherhood. It is one thing for
people of goodwill in the North to rise up with righteous indignation wheagad\islynched in
Mississippi or when a bus is burned in Anniston, Alabama with Freedom Riders. Those people
of goodwill must rise up with as muncrighteous indignation when a Negro cannot live in their
neighborhood simply because his race. When a Negro cannot get a position in his or her firm
simpy because of his race. When a Negro cannot join a particular academic society or a
partcular fraternity or sorority. fiis problem will not be solved until there is a sort of divine
discontent. You know, that is, thought of by, | mean every academic discipline haswerts

that soon become stereotypes and clichés. Eaegemic discipline has its technical
nomenclature. Modern psychology has a word that is probably used more than anyadhar w
modern psychology. It is the word maladjusted. This word is a ringing cry of moklial
psychology, maladjusted. And cartly we all wanted to live the weldjusted life in order to

avoid neurotic and schizophrenic personalities. But | say to you, in concltisbthere are

some things in our social order that which I'm proud to be maladjusted. | call upon all men of
goadwill to be maladjustetb these things until the good society is realized. | never intend to
become adjusted to the evils of segregation and discrimination. | never intend torggjei$ to
religious bigotry. | never intend to become adjusted to ecanoamditions that will take
necessities from the many to give luxuries to the few. | never intend to beciuséed to the
madness of militarism and the sdkfeating effects of physical violence. For in a day when
Sputnik’s and explorers are dashingtingh outer space and guided ballistic missiles are carving
highways of death through the stratosphere, not nation can win a war. It is no lorgjer¢ke
between violence and nonviolence. It is either nonviolence @xmsience And the alternative

to disarmament, to suspension of nuclear tests, the alternative to setting up Bopmditderough

the United Nations and disarming the whole world, may well be a civilization plungethe

abyss of annihilation. And so | never intend to become adjustibe tmadness of militarism.

And so if you will allow the preacher in me to come out now, let me say, let us beustddd]

as maladjsted as the prophet Amos, who in the midst of the injustices of his day, could cry out
in words that echo across the agigs, let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like a
mighty stream. As maladjusted as Abraham Lincoln, who had the vision to stesmation

could not exist as hallave and halfree. As maladjusted as Thomas Jefferson, who in the midst
of an age amazingly adjusted to slavery could cry out in words lifted to cosmictmonpowe

hold these truths to be sa@fident, that all men are created equal, that they are endowed by their
creator with certain unalienable rights, that among theséfe, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness. As maladjusted as Jesus of Nazareth, who could say to the men and women of his
generationlove your enemies, bless them that curse you, cradle them that despitefytbuus

And | believe that through suchaladjustment, we will be able to emerge from the weaken,
desolate midnight of man’s inhumanity to man and to the bright and glittering dkydire

freedom and justice. This will be the day when the new society will be here. TiHig whe day
when the new age of brotherhood will be here. Yes, this will be the day when all of God’s
children, black men and white men, Jews and gentileseftantand Catholics will be able to

join hands and sing in the words of the oleigkb spiriual, “Free at last, free at last, thank God
almighty, we are free at last.”



