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BY KIVA HANSON

Reporter

Madras City Administrator 
Gus Burril submitted his resig-
nation to the City Council fol-
lowing an executive session 
Tuesday, Feb. 28 

The executive session was to 
“review attorney-client privi-
leged communications.”  

Burril started as an employee 
with the city in 2005 as the 
public works director and was 
promoted to city administrator 
in 2011. 

In a release to the press fol-
lowing Burril’s resignation, the city 
cited big changes and projects seen in 

the 18 years Burril has worked for the 
city. They cited the 46% increase in 

population over those years, the relo-
cation of the Erickson’s Aircraft Col-
lection, Daimler Truck North Ameri-
ca’s 243-acre testing site, and the large 
number of trails, parks, businesses, 
roads and utilities that have expanded 
during his time at the city. 

“It has been a privilege to serve this 
city and this community as city ad-
ministrator. As I leave to spend more 
time with family and pursue new ca-
reer paths, I feel good about how far 
the city has come and where it’s head-
ed. With the combined eff orts of the 
talented people on staff , the Council, 
Commissioners, and the community, I 
am confi dent Madras will move for-
ward strategically and successfully 
and continue to be a great place to do 
business and raise a family.”

“We wish Gus all the best as he 
moves forward with his personal and 
career goals. As a council, our next 
steps will be to review the city admin-
istrator functions alongside our up-
coming strategic goals and then au-
thorize staff  to begin the recruitment 
process,” said Mayor Mike Lepin.

Burril’s last day with the city will 
be March 3. The city called a special 
meeting Sat. March 4 to determine 

the pro tem city administrator, and 
named mayor Mike Lepin to the posi-

tion. 
The city charter mandates 

that the pro tem position be 
held for no longer than six 
months, though the council in-
structed staff  to immediately 
begin requirement. 

According to a press release 
from the city, Mayor Lepin 
stated he will be utilizing vaca-
tion leave from his full-time job 
as Deputy Chief of EMS at Jef-
ferson County Fire and EMS 
to be available at City Hall. “I 
don’t anticipate serving as pro 
tem for very long and look for-
ward to getting an Interim 
City Administrator in place as 
soon as possible so we can re-
store continuity in the day-to-
day business of the city,” stated 
Mayor Lepin.

HR Director Charo Miller 
confi rmed that the city has al-
ready been contacted by sev-
eral qualified candidates but 
will post a recruitment in order 
to seek out all interested par-
ties. Information will be posted 

on the city’s website at www.ci.ma-
dras.or.us sometime later this week.

City administrator 
since 2011 resigns 
following Council’s 
executive session; 
mayor steps in as  
temporary manager 

A City Hall shakeup: Gus Burril resigns 

Gus Burril, the Madras city manager since 2013, 

resigned after a City Council executive session.

Mike Lepin, longtime EMS director and new mayor of 

Madras,  will be the temporary city manager.
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A passerby noticed smoke coming from the house at 1719 S. Adams in Madras shortly after 9 Monday morning. Jefferson County Fire & EMS found no one at 

the home and were able to put out the fi re. Crews on the scene did not yet know who owned the home, although the home did look occupied. The fi re stayed 

on the ground fl oor but the home is not inhabitable. JCF&EMS called in the State Fire Marshal to investigate the cause. 

BY KIVA HANSON

Reporter

The driver who killed Anna-
Marie Wallace, 56, and severe-
ly injured her husband John in 
a Jan. 17, 2022 crash has been 
sentenced to 13.5 years in pris-
on.

The crash occurred as Su-
arez-Sanchez was traveling 
south on Highway 361 around 
10 a.m. John Wallace reported 
seeing a black Tahoe, operated 
by Suarez-Sanchez, swerve in-
to his lane. Wallace swerved to 
avoid the crash, but Suarez-
Sanchez veered left, striking 
the Wallace’s Dodge truck. 

Empty and full alcohol bottles 
were found in Suarez-Sanchez’ 
truck, and his blood alcohol 
content was .097 at the hospi-
tal.

The sentence was imposed 
after Suarez-Sanchez pled 
guilty to three of the charges 
during a settlement conference 
in early February.

During the sentencing hear-
ing, the family of AnnaMarie 
Wallace spoke about the im-
pact her loss has had on their 
family and the community.

Wallace’s daughter, Hanne 
Davis, spoke fi rst. “I’m here not 
out of anger or revenge, but to 
be an example to my children 
of what an amazing person 
their grandmother, my mother 
and best friend, was,” said Da-
vis through tears. “I miss my 
mom every minute of every 
day. Through this I have found 
a relationship with God, and I 
hope you can fi nd God too. I 

Victim’s family not 
content with length 
of sentence, urged 
judge to ignore the 
plea agreement 

Driver in ‘22 fatal 
crash receives a 
13.5-year sentence 

BY PAT KRUIS

News Editor

Audrey McHugh, 29, of Bend, 
pleaded not guilty Monday to 
charges of manslaughter and driv-
ing under the infl uence of intoxi-
cants in connection with a colli-
sion that killed three people in 
November.

Police arrested McHugh Friday, 

March 3 at her residence in Bend. 
A grand jury indicted McHugh 

with three counts of fi rst-degree 
manslaughter, three counts of sec-
ond-degree manslaughter and one 
count of driving under the infl u-
ence of intoxicants. 

All three passengers in the other 
car died of their injuries: the driv-
er, Saralee Spino-McCormack, 29, 
of Warm Springs and her 13-year-

old nephew Jesiah Johnson died at 
the scene. Her niece Jessica John-
son, 15, died of her injuries days 
later.

McHugh also went to the hospi-
tal with severe injuries and, ac-
cording to The Bulletin report, ap-
peared by video in a wheelchair.  
McHugh’s attorney described her 

A 29-year-old Bend 
woman charged with 
manslaughter for wreck 
that took the lives of 
three Warm Springs 
residents  

Arrest made on Hwy. 26 crash 
Sen. Ron Wyden will hold a town hall 

in Madras on Friday, at the Madras Per-
forming Arts Center. The forum will begin 
at 1 p.m. 

The senator has long committed to 
holding a town hall in every county in the 
state a least once a yeaer. 

The event is open to anyone, with local 
residents specifi cally invited to attend.

Sen. Ron Wyden in 
Madras on Friday 
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