
Anderson wins 
to lead Buffs

Madras swimmers host 
White Buff alo Classic
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When a Jeff erson County 
jury convicted Tania Her-
ring, 43, from Salem of ani-
mal neglect last April, the 
terms of her probation pro-
hibited her from owning 
horses or any domestic ani-
mal for the next fi ve years.

Yakima Sheriff’s Deputy 
Cindy Kanzler found Her-
ring on a property in Yakima 
County with approximately 
25 horses and fi ve goats.

Kanzler reported that all 
horses and goats were in 
good weight and looked 
healthy. All livestock had ac-
cess to food and water.

Herring denied owning the 
horses or goats, saying they 
were owned by her friend, 
Jimmy Day, 67. Day told 
Deputy Kanzler he bought 
the horses from Herring who 
transported them to Yakima 
from California. Day also 
said Herring cared for the 
horses weekly.

Kanzler shared the infor-
mation with the Jefferson 
County District Attorney’s 
office, and on Wednesday, 
Jan. 18, Circuit Court Judge 
Wade Whiting revoked Her-
ring’s probation.

The charges against Her-
ring stem from Jefferson 
County incidents in June of 
2019. The jury found Her-
ring guilty of unlawfully and 
with criminal negligence fail-
ing to provide minimum care 
for a sorrel mare and a palo-
mino fi lly, both misdemean-
ors.

Terms of Herring’s proba-
tion included 20 hours of 
community service, comple-
tion of the online Benchmark 

Tania Herring 
found caring for 
horses in Yakima, 
Washington

Probation 
revoked in  
horse 
neglect case

BY KIVA HANSON

Reporter

A 
Jefferson County jury 
unanimously found 
Brandon Kern, of Red-

mond, guilty of manslaughter 
and other charges after deliber-
ating for approximately 90 
minutes Monday, Jan. 30.

Following a five-day trial 
that wrapped up Friday night, 
Jan. 27, Brandon Kern, 31, was 
found guilty of all charges — 
fi rst-degree manslaughter, sec-
ond-degree manslaughter, two 
counts of second-degree as-
sault and driving under the in-
fl uence of intoxicants. The case 
involved fault for a fatal 2020 
accident on U.S. Highway 97 
in southern Jeff erson County.

“It feels like an enormous 
weight has been lifted off  my 
shoulders,” said Noelle Saun-
ders, the other driver in the ac-
cident, and one of the victims 
in the case. “It feels like there is 
fi nally some justice, and I fi -

nally have permission to move 
on with my life.”

On the night of Nov. 6, 2020, 
after drinking heavily, Kern 
was driving northbound on 
Highway 97. At the same time, 
Saunders, then 17, was driving 
southbound and her friend, 
Alisa Miller, 19, was a passen-
ger.

Saunders testified seeing a 
large vehicle she thought was a 
semi coming towards her in her 
southbound lane. She testifi ed 
that she slowed, honked, and 
fl ashed her lights, then swerved 
to miss the oncoming vehicle. 
She went on to testify the oth-
er vehicle, driven by Kern, 
then corrected back into the 
northbound lane, causing the 
two vehicles to collide in that 
lane. The accident occurred 
near Park Lane, north of the 
High Bridge.

In his defense, Kern admit-
ted to having been drinking — 
he recorded a blood-alcohol 
content of .245 at a hospital 
following the accident — but 
contended the accident was 
not his fault. The defense put 
forth that Saunders had 
swerved into the northbound 
lane and that she was at fault.

The six-man, six-woman ju-
ry sided with Saunders’s ver-
sion of the accident, who Jef-
ferson County Assistant Dis-
trict Attorney Brentley Foster 
said was the “only sober eye-
witness” to the wreck.

Miller died at the scene of 
the crash. Kern’s passenger 
Shawna Henkemeyer suff ered 
a serious laceration to her head 
and Noelle Saunders was per-

Jury deliberates for 
90 minutes before 
reaching its verdict 

Kern found guilty in fatal accident 
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The collision at the center of the trial permanently disabled Noelle Saunders. 

She holds sunfl owers, the favorite fl ower of her friend Alisa Miller, who was 

killed in a Nov. 10, 2020 accident on U.S. Highway 97. 

BY KIVA HANSON

Reporter

A
cross almost every category in Jef-
ferson County graduation rates 
have increased signifi cantly from 

the 2021 to 2022 school years. Madras 
High School saw an overall increase from 
4.35%, Bridges High School’s rates rose 
5.91% and Culver High School’s rose 
2.68%.

The Oregon Department of Education 
released graduation rates from the 2021-

2022 school year, which show increases 
across the state in almost every category. 
State averages rose to 81.3% in 2022.

“When we combine the tremendous 
resilience of Oregon’s youth, the coura-
geous, tireless, work of our educators, 
and the individualized, student-centered 
resources made available through the 
Student Success Act and other key ini-
tiatives, we’re able to make meaningful 
progress for Oregon’s students,” ODE 
Director Colt Gill said. “There is more 
work to do, and we are ready to keep 
working to make sure all students have 
what they need to succeed.”

Jeff erson County sits with some of the 
highest graduation rates in the state, 
with the fourth highest county average 
at 89.8%. Morrow County sits at the 

Rates bounce back from 
COVID dip, remain 
signifi cantly higher than 
state average

Graduation rates continue climb 
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This steelhead was released to the ocean in 2020 and returned to the Deschutes in this fall run. 

See  VERDICT / Page A6

BY PAT KRUIS

News Editor

Since the beginning of the 
run in September, fish biolo-
gists have counted 122 reintro-
duced steelhead returning up 
the Deschutes River. That’s the 
highest count since 2012 when 
133 steelhead returned. At the 
current pace of returns, this 

year’s numbers might — might 
— beat that record. 

“Since 2014 the numbers 
have hovered around 50,” said 
Fish Biologist Megan Hill. “So 
this is exciting.”

Biologist started counting 
the returning fi sh in 2011 after 
Portland General Electric and 
the Confederated Tribes of 
Warm Springs started a new 
system to reintroduce steel-
head and salmon back to their 
spawning grounds upstream of 
the Pelton Dam system.  

Hill manages the Natural Re-
sources Group at the Pelton 
Round Butte Project.

 “We’ve been working on this 

for 15 years and we’re starting 
to see that pay off ,” said Hill.

When PGE built the dam in 
1964, the structure blocked 
spawning fi sh from their round 
trip starting in their spawning 
streams, to the ocean and back 
again.

The fi sh ladder system failed, 
not because fi sh couldn’t fi nd 
their way up the river, but be-
cause the juvenile fi sh couldn’t 
find the collector that crews 
used to pick up the smolt and 
move them over the dam on 
their journey to the Pacifi c.

In 2010, PGE and CTWS 

Robust steelhead returns 
could break a record
Run tells fi sh 
biologists latest 
reintroduction 
methods are working
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The Madras High class of 2023 at their gradation ceremony last June. 

“This is fi nally 
Alisa getting the 
justice she 
deserves. Her 
daughter will have 
to grow up not 
knowing fi rst-hand 
how amazing her 
mom was. At least 
now there’s some 
justice.”

Noelle Saunders


