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BY PAT KRUIS

News Editor

Jeff erson County Sheriff  Jason Pol-
lock has agreed to extend his duties to 
include supervising the Madras Police 
Department until the city is able to fi nd 
a permanent police chief.

The former Police Chief, Tanner 
Stanfi ll, went on sick leave in July and 
resigned his position in October.

In August, the city of Madras hired 
retired Milwaukie Police Chief Steve 
Bartol to take over as director of police 
services. His six-month term ends Fri-
day, Feb. 24 and the city has been un-
able to fi nd another person with police 
background to take his place.

The city asked Pollock to supervise 
both agencies until they can fi nd an-
other police chief.

“Taking over in an administrative role 
is not going to be as complicated as one 
might think for the short term,” Pollock 
said.

The sheriff  points out his agency has 
already been helping Madras Police 
with operations for the last six months.

Pollock says the sergeants will be 
handling most of the day-to-day opera-
tions. “My offi  ce will continue to be a 
resource for them,” said Pollock.

The city of Madras continues to re-
cruit offi  cer and police chief candidates. 
City Administrator Gus Burril said the 
city has scheduled interviews with two 
new candidates for the chief position.

“If Madras is unable to fi nd a chief, 
there have been discussions about what 
Plan B would look like,” said Pollock. 
“Right now, we will take this one day at 
a time.”

Pollock expects this process could 
take several months, and said, “I’m 
hopeful we’ll move in the right direction 
in the next three to six months.”

Director of Police Services 
ends his six-month term 
Friday, Feb. 24

Sheriff  to 
supervise 
Madras Police

Madras gets a new sign

BY KIVA HANSON

Reporter

Cora Gooding-Murphy of Madras 
was found guilty on 45 counts of 

second-degree animal neglect and 
one count of fi rst-degree animal ne-
glect by a Jeff erson County Circuit 
Court Jury Thursday, Feb. 16

Gooding-Murphy was originally 
charged in 2019 after the Jeff erson 
County Sheriff ’s Offi  ce raided her 
Loucks Rd. property. Deputies 
seized 57 dogs that were allegedly 
neglected. She was originally 

charged with one count of fi rst-de-
gree animal neglect, 50 counts of 
second degree animal neglect and 
four counts of failing to meet care 
standards while possessing ten or 
more dogs.

The dogs were part of her breed-
ing business, Wiggle Butt Aussies. 
The dogs were housed in what the 
state described as unsafe kennels or 

pens and without proper water or 
food. The report from the raid indi-
cates that the dog pens were full of 
feces and reported some dogs were 
eating the feces.

While most of the 45 counts have 
to do with dogs that are unnamed in 
the court documents, one count, the 

Case involved 57 dogs 
deputies seized in 2019 
raid on Loucks Road

Madras woman found guilty on 
45 counts of animal neglect

BY KIVA HANSON

Reporter

The City of Madras has replaced the 
sign at the south end of town with a new 
one matching the style of the sign at the 
north end. 

The new sign, created by Carlson Sign, 
features the City of Madras logo, as well 
as the year the city was established. 

The sign has been hit twice by vehicles 
in recent years. In 2016, a vehicle crashed 
into it, damaging the wooden portion 
which the city repaired. In 2021, another 
vehicle hit the sign, this time damaging 
the masonry.

Reconstruction of the sign this time 
included adding height to the masonry, 
and increasing the size of the sign. 

The new sign was installed on Feb. 15 
and hangs at the south Y to welcome 
passerby into town. 

New sign taller than former 
sign hit by vehicles twice in 
the last fi ve years
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The new sign, created by Carlson Sign, features the 

city of Madras logo, as well as the year the city was 

established. 

BY KIVA HANSON

Reporter

The project to refi nish and 
upgrade the skatepark in 
Warm Springs is nearing com-
pletion, thanks to collabora-
tion between a variety of non-
profi t and community groups.

The skatepark was largely 
brought to fruition through 
The Skatepark Project, a non-
profi t started by Tony Hawk 
to fund and organize safe, 
quality skateparks across the 

country. They approached the 
Warm Springs Tribal Council 
in the summer of 2021, and the 
project began.

The old skatepark in Warm 
Springs was made of tempo-
rary ramps and had raised 
screws and dented concrete, 
creating a safety hazard. TSP 
reached out to an unnamed 
Portland-based skatepark 
builder and Joey Martin of 
Collective Concrete to design 
and they agreed to build the 
project pro-bono.

“I’m glad to see it happening 
and ready to see what kind of 
talent having this here can 
bring out. Skating really is 
something you can make mon-
ey doing, and I’m glad to see 
the tribes recognize its bene-
fi t,” said Martin.

Through partnerships with 
Tactics and Ginew, both skat-
ing companies, as well as in-
vestments from tribal govern-
ment, other nonprofi ts and Jef-
ferson County, the scope of the 

skate park renovation grew to 
include a full re-cementing of 
the concrete pad, and a drastic 
increase in the size of the park.

The plan took input from 
the Tribal Council and the 
Warm Springs Community 
Action Team. The renovation 
will increase the square foot-
age of the skatepark by 2,000 
square feet, and provide a 
shade structure near the park 
as well.

Input from local youth has 
also been a signifi cant part of 
the project, and the skatepark 
builders have held tours of the 
site with students in Warm 
Springs.

In a press release, Tribal 
member and organizer Mi-
chael Collins said, “The skate-
park will provide a healthy 
outlet and alternative. It will 
be a safe place for youth. A 
place where kids can be cre-
ative and make lifelong friend-

Collaboration hopes 
to provide tribal 
youth with a safe 
outlet for popular 
sports and give a 
positive space for 
youth to gather.

Warm Springs Skatepark nears completion
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An overview of the park mid-construction, featuring the installation of new ramps, the extension of the parks fooptrint 

and an added gazebo. See SKATEPARK / Page A4

See NEGLECT / Page A4


