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DEATHS, A2-3 INSIDE 

BY MARK CAMPBELL

Five months after breaking 
ground on The Shoppes at Sun-
rise Crossing — Madison’s larg-
est retail development in more 
than two decades — the final 

store to anchor that national 
retail shopping center has been 
announced by the city.

Kohl’s will join Hobby Lobby, 
T.J. Maxx and Five Below at the 
former Madison Plaza site, locat-
ed at the intersection of Clifty 
Drive and Michigan Road on 
Madison’s hilltop, as primary ten-
ants of the overall 155,000 square 
feet retail space to be built on the 
8-acre commercial site.

Kohl’s, operated by Kohl’s Cor-
poration, is the largest depart-
ment store chain in the United 
States with more than 1,100 loca-
tions in every U.S. state except 
Hawaii. The store coming to 
Sunrise Crossing will be one of 
Kohl’s “small store concepts” 
with 39,000 square feet of retail 
space located on the south side of 
the facility currently under con-
struction, said Madison Econom-

ic Development Director Tony 
Steinhardt III.

Steinhardt said with Kohl’s 
now on board, the project could 
move quickly in filling other 
retail oppor tunities because 
potential clients like to know who 
the major retailers are before 
committing to a project.

“Now that we have the anchor 
tenants finalized, we will begin 
marketing for out-parcel nation-

al restaurants and supporting 
shops. Residents and visitors of 
Madison can tentatively expect 
the shopping center to be ready 
for the holiday shopping season 
in 2023,” Steinhardt said.

The second phase of the 
overall 13-plus acre project will 
include much needed develop-
ment of a 190-unit multi-family 
housing complex called The 

Kohl’s commits to shoppes at sunrise Crossing
City still pursuing 
downtown grocery 

and pharmacy

BY BOB DEMAREE

Monday’s Jef ferson Coun-
ty Board of Tourism meet-
ing was packed with groups 
seeking funds to suppor t 
their events and projects but 
only Madison’s Wild West 
Rodeo came away with funding 
approved.

The JCBT approved the rodeo 
but delayed a decision on the 
others with hopes of first devel-
oping a system for making deci-
sions on appropriating money 
to promote tourism in Jefferson 
County.

The board determined the 
rodeo — the inaugural show 
was last fall — is an event that 
definitely is in line with what 
JCBT hopes to do, and approved 
allocating $35,000 for the event 
set for Sept. 22-23 next year.

The rodeo sold out both 
nights in September, and board 
member Trevor Crafton said it 
“did exactly what they said they 
were going to do, and brought 
in people” ... “if you’re going to 
have a model, it would be the 
rodeo.”

The proposal was unanimous-
ly approved by all JCBT mem-
bers in attendance including 
Crafton, Ron Bateman, Victoria 
Perry, Jim Bartlett and board 
president David Bramer, who 
gave his endorsement despite 
voicing his desire for the board 
to discipline itself on funding 
decisions.

“I’ll go with it, but if we do 
this each time we will not do 
anything better,” said Bramer, 
adding the board needs to work 
towards developing a structure 
for its decision making while 
trying to stay within what has 
been budgeted for tourism part-
nerships.

“We won’t let you down,” 
said Ellie Troutman, one of the 
organizers of the rodeo. She 
noted the approval of funds was 
important as that group works 
toward this year’s event. “We 
are up against dates” and meet-
ing deadlines “and we’re trying 
to get ahead of deadlines.”

The other proposals were 

divided been the city of Mad-
ison and the town of Hanover 
and all were put on hold with 
expectations of a decision at 
the January JCBT meeting.

Tony Steinhardt III, Mad-
ison’s director of economic 
development, sought $40,800 

JCBT wants system 
for considering 

funding requests

BY BOB DEMAREE

Although actual num-
bers are still not finalized, 
2022 has already been 
a record year for tourism 
based on innkeeper tax col-
lections in Jefferson County.

At Monday’s meeting of 
Visit Madison Inc., Execu-
tive Director Andrew For-
rester reported a record 
month of collections with 
$92,073.50 pushing the 
year’s total to $644,000, 
an 33% increase over last 
year’s record $537,000.

“I’m tr ying not be too 
over zeolous, but that’s a 
big deal,” said Forrester. “I 
really think that Visit Mad-
ison, through the efforts 
of our marketing, through 
Sarah (Prasi l ,  execu-
tive marketing director), 
through our team, festivals 
and events, this board, the 
volunteers have set Mad-
ison up for success, and 
that’s why we’re seeing 
that.”

VMI:  
Tourism 
receipts 

at record 
pace

BY THE COURIER STAFF

Jefferson County government, 
the City of Madison and Town of 
Hanover have announced hours 
of operation for the Christmas 
holiday weekend.

The county courthouse, Madi-
son City Hall and Hanover Town 
Hall will all be closed on Friday, 
Dec. 23 and Monday, Dec. 26, 

for the Christmas holiday.
The Madison closing also 

includes the solid waste trans-
fer station on Madison’s hilltop 
on Friday and Saturday but the 
facility will be open on Monday, 
Dec. 26 from 8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. 
Meanwhile, Madison curbside 
trash collection will be delayed 
one day next week.

Meanwhile,  the Madison 
Parks Department Senior Dance 
scheduled for Friday, Dec. 23, 
at Brown Gym, has been can-
celled due to the anticipation of 
inclement weather. The forecast 
for Friday is calling for a high of 
3 degrees and a low of 2 after an 
overnight low of 3 below zero 
on Thursday evening.

The Jef ferson County EMA 
has issued a winter weather 
advisory in ef fect from 6 p.m. 
Thursday through noon on 
Friday with a wind chill watch 
through Friday afternoon.

The National Weather Ser-
vice in Louisville has forecast 
snow accumulations of 1 to 
2 inches with winds gusting 

as high as 45 mph, result -
ing in dangerously cold wind 
chills as low as 25 below zero. 
Motorists should plan on slip-
pery road conditions possibly 
impacting the Friday morning 
commute.

The cold wind chills could 
cause frostbite on exposed 
skin in less than 30 minutes.

Local government holiday closings, hours of operation announced

Mark Campbell

The City of Madison has added some holiday glow to Bicentennial Park in downtown Madison after Dave 
Kidwell, fabricator with the Madison Street Department, assembled several new holiday ornaments for 
display along Vaughn Drive including a waving Santa. Kidwell creates holiday and other displays for use in 
the city throughout the year.

Holiday glow
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