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DEATHS, A3 INSIDE 

BY BOB DEMAREE

A house considered historically sig-
nificant at 707 Walnut Street and the 
Chapel at Springdale Cemeter y were 
among properties recommended for city 
of Madison grants at Tuesday’s PACE 
meeting.

Both structures are seeking a $25,000 
dilapidated structures grants and are 
now recommended for funding when the 

Board of Public Works and Safety meets 
next week to consider final approval.

The proper ty at 707 Walnut Street, 
owned by the Cornerstone Society, has 
been determined to have once been the 
proper ty of William Anderson, one of 
the major underground railroad conduc-
tors in Madison and the nation.

Link Ludington, president of Corner-
stone, said the property “is a structure 

that’s significant not for its architectural 
characteristics but for its historical asso-
ciations. It’s not a project that we planned 
to get involved in, but we learned of the 
historical association and the fact that it 
had already been approved for demoli-
tion, and we were forced to take action 
with very limited information.”

BY BOB DEMAREE

Madison Consolidated Schools will soon 
have its own technology team in place 
after the hiring of three Jennings Coun-
ty staffers at Wednesday’s school board 
meeting.

The school corporation’s technolo-
gy operations have been out-sourced in 
recent years, but Superintendent Dr. Tere-
sa Brown, who previously worked at Jen-
nings County, said the decision was made 
to bring operations in-house after cancel-
ing a contract with Five Star Technology 
Solutions last month.

“It just wasn’t fitting the needs we had 
in Madison so we wanted to have a more 
efficient system that we felt like we would 
have by hiring our own team instead of 
out-sourcing technology,” Brown said, not-
ing the school corporation’s staff was sur-
veyed about hiring an in-house technology 
team. “There was definitely an interest 
and a need based on their responses, so 
that’s the direction we took.”

Those hired include Joshua Taylor, 
as technology director; Brooke Kopitz-
ke, as assistant technology director; and 
Seth Young as technology coordinator. 
All three are coming to Madison from 
the Jennings County School Corporation, 
where they each served the same roles. 
“The jobs were posted and it looked  

like a good opportunity,” said Taylor.
All three begin work with Madison 

Consolidated Schools on Monday, Jan. 
30. They will join Alex Hobson, technol-
ogy coordinator, who was previously the 
only MCS technology employee who was 

not provided by Five Star. The technol-
ogy staff will additionally include Molly 
McCulley, a data management specialist 
who assumed that role last summer.

BY THE COURIER STAFF

The Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr. Day holiday will be observed 
on Monday, Jan. 16, and include 
a celebration of his life at Trinity 
United Methodist Church

The celebration will take 
place at the church, 412 Main 
Street, with a video presentation 
at 11:30 a.m. and the program 
beginning at noon.

Keynote speaker will Lau-
rent Che, a storyteller and poet 
from Cincinnati, with the theme 
“Courage is Love — A Tribute 
to the Rev. Martin Luther King 
Jr.” Rev. A.D. Reed Jr., pastor of 
St. Stephen’s A.M.E. Church in 
Hanover, will reflect on the life of 
Dr. King.

Musical selections will be pro-
vided by Helen Mumphrey, a 
pianist/singer from Carrollton, 
Kentucky, with singing also by 
the Rev. Harvey Leggett, pastor 
of Broadway Baptist Church in 
Madison.

The program is free to the 
public and Bag lunches for take 
out will be available with dona-
tions accepted. The event is 
sponsored by the Jen Era Jef f 
Order of Eastern Star with assis-
tance from Eureka Lodge No. 
30.

In a related event, The Lanier 
Mansion State Historic Site will 
be offering free tours on Mon-
day at 10 a.m., noon, 2 p.m. and 
4 p.m. in observance of Martin 
Luther King Jr. Day. Tours are 
first come, first served with a 
maximum tour capacity of 20.

Hanover College commu-
nity and alumni will obser ve 
Monday’s holiday at the Clear-
inghouse/House of Hope, 100 
East Second St., from 9 a.m. to 
10:30 a.m. by donating food and 
working with House of Hope to 
sort food and prepare the pantry 
for local clients.

Meanwhile, all of fices for 
the city of Madison, town of 

BY THE COURIER STAFF

One new death due to COVID-
19 was repor ted by the Ken-
tucky Depar tment of Public 
Health this week in Trimble 
County, increasing the county’s 
overall death toll during the pan-
demic to 48.

Death totals remained the 
same in other area counties with 
Jefferson County at 164, Carroll 
County at 54 and Switzerland 
County at 21.

Community infection levels 
for COVID-19 remain low in 
Jef ferson, Carroll, Switzerland 
and Trimble counties as well 
as neighboring counties Clark, 
Dearborn, Ohio, Ripley and 
Scott counties in Indiana and 

anderson house, cemetery 
chapel urged for PaCE grants

Madison schools hires in-house technology team

Bob Demaree

Madison School Board hired a new technology team on Wednesday including (from left) 
Brooke Kopitzke, assistant technology director; Joshua Taylor, technology director; and 
Seth Young, technology coordinator. The three new employees all currently serve at Jen-
nings County but will begin work at Madison on Jan. 30.

MLK events, 
closings set 

for Monday’s 
holiday

One added to 
COVID-19 
death toll in 

Trimble 
County

Workers used a track hoe and a Bobcat to tear up and remove asphalt in the Mulberry Street parking lot this week as construction on the 
new Mulberry Street Arts Corridor got underway.

Digging In

SEE CLOSINGS/PAGE A6

SEE TOLL/PAGE A6 SEE TEAM/PAGE A6

SEE PACE/PAGE A6

http://madisoncourier.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=ca94e532-10bc-5a40-a415-87a3368c7d5b
http://madisoncourier.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=ca94e532-10bc-5a40-a415-87a3368c7d5b
http://madisoncourier.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A2&uuid=ca94e532-10bc-5a40-a415-87a3368c7d5b
http://madisoncourier.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=B1&uuid=ca94e532-10bc-5a40-a415-87a3368c7d5b
http://madisoncourier.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=ca94e532-10bc-5a40-a415-87a3368c7d5b
http://madisoncourier.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=ca94e532-10bc-5a40-a415-87a3368c7d5b
http://madisoncourier.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=ca94e532-10bc-5a40-a415-87a3368c7d5b
http://madisoncourier.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=A6&uuid=ca94e532-10bc-5a40-a415-87a3368c7d5b

