
BY BOB DEMAREE

The Chapel at Springdale Cemetery in 
downtown Madison has been falling more 
and more into disrepair for years but there 
is a plan now to revitalize the Gothic Reviv-
al chapel constructed in the 1930s and 
designed by architect Frederick Wallick.

Don McKay, president of the non-prof-
it Springdale Cemetery Association, and 
John Muessel, secretary-treasurer, were at 
Thursday’s Jefferson County Commissioner 
meeting asking for $25,000 from the coun-
ty’s Historic Preservation Fund toward what 
they estimate will be a $65,000 project.

No decision was made by the Commission-
ers, who said they will take the request under 
consideration, but if they decide to dedicate 
funds to the project it will require an addition-
al appropriation from the Jefferson County 
Council, which would make the final decision 
on where the money would come.

Muessel noted that the primary task of 

the cemetery association is to maintain the 
grounds and records of the cemetery. “That 
consumes all of our budget,” he said, noting 
the nonprofit cemetery receives no govern-
ment funding. Funds for any other projects 
must come through fundraisers.

Springdale Cemetery Association 
seeking funds to repair chapel
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BY BOB DEMAREE

Madison’s Board of Public 
Works and Safety (BPWS) 
received updates on several 
projects that are moving for-
ward or nearing completion at 
its meeting on Tuesday.

Brian Jackson, the city’s 
superintendent of utilities, said 
the notice to proceed on the 

city of Madison’s water infra-
structure project was like to 
come next week while Nicole 
Schell, the city’s director 
of planning, said some work 
remains on the Crystal Beach 
pool house but the project is 
very close to completion.

Although bids for the water 
project have been awarded, 

contractors are waiting on a 
notice to proceed before the 
work can actually begin. Jack-
son said Rob Bellucci, project 
manager for Commonwealth 
Engineers,  is  working to 
organize a pre-construction 
meeting that involves engi-
neers, State Revolving Fund 
(SRF) personnel, contractors, 

the labor standards consul-
tants and city officials. “He’s 
trying to put together a date 
that works for ever ybody 
together,” said Jackson, who 
anticipates that will be next 
week followed by the notice 
to proceed.

BY BOB DEMAREE

Members of the John Paul Chapter 
Daughters of the American Revolution 
in Madison, attended Wednesday’s Mad-
ison Parks Board meeting to talk about 
how they hope to collaborate with the 
city of Madison for the beautification of 
the park dedicated to their namesake.

The park, originally a cemetery on 
grounds given to the city by founder and 
chapter namesake, John Paul, became 
Madison’s first city park in 1904.

“We asked for this meeting just 
to make the Parks Board aware and 

Broken glass and metal framework on the stained glass windows and rust and  
environmental stains to the stonework are among repairs the Springdale Cemetery  

Association wants to make at the cemetery’s Gothic Revival chapel designed by  
architect Frederick Wallick and constructed in the 1930s in downtown Madison.

Bob Demaree

BY BOB DEMAREE

Two previously announced 
candidates for Madison mayor 
made it official this week when 
Bob Courtney and Dan Dattilo 
filed for the May 2023 primary.

Democrat Dan Dattilo filed his 
candidacy papers Wednesday, 
the first day that a declaration 
of candidacy could be made for 
this year’s municipal elections, 
while Courtney, the Republican 
incumbent, filed his paperwork 
Thursday morning.

Both Courtney and Dattilo had 
announced their intentions to 
seek the office last month.

Dattilo is now in his sec-
ond term as City Councilman 
At-Large and served as acting 
Mayor following the unexpected 
death of Mayor Damon Welch 
on Sept. 25, 2019.

BY THE COURIER STAFF

Although new cases COVID-
19 are declining in Jef ferson 
County, the Indiana Department 
of Health reported another new 
death this week increasing the 
county’s death toll to 164 for the 
pandemic.

According to the Centers of 
Disease Control and Preven-
tion, Jefferson County’s COVID-
19 community level improved 
to “low” this week after being 
“medium” last week. State data 
showed the seven-day case 
average for Jefferson County at 
eight.

The COVID-19 community 
level is also low in Carroll, Swit-
zerland and Trimble counties. 
The seven-day case average for 
Switzerland County was one. 
Meanwhile, in the last week, 
Trimble County has had four 
cases of COVID-19 and Carroll 
County has had 3.

Death totals remain the same 
for Carroll at 54, Trimble at 47 
and Switzerland at 21.

Courtney, 
Dattilo file 

papers to run 
for Madison 

mayor

COVID-19 
death toll now 

164 in Jefferson

BPWS hears project updates on water, pool house

Daughters of the American Revolution 
members discuss hopes for John Paul Park

Bob Demaree

The remaining base of the Fountain at John Paul Park in downtown Madison is shown. The local John Paul Daughters of the American 
Revolution want to clean and restore the fountain base as part of their ongoing efforts to beautify the park dedicated to the namesake 
of their organization.

A postcard from a lithograph depicting 
what the working Fountain of John  

Paul Park looked like around the  
turn of the 20th century.
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