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BY DEBI STANTON
NEWS EDITOR

Three people are con-
firmed dead in a house 
fire that broke out early 
Tuesday mor ning in 
Columbia Township, 

the Jennings Coun-
ty Sherif f ’s Of fice has  
confirmed.

The names of  the 
deceased and the street 
address of the fire had 
not been released as of 

press deadline. The Jen-
nings County Coroner’s 
Office said Wednesday 
mor ning the victims 
were each pronounced 
dead at the scene.

The sherif f ’s of fice 
a n d  We s t p o r t  F i r e 
Depar tment respond-
ed to the blaze around 
5:30 a.m. and described 
the fire as fully involved 

when they arrived.
The sherif f ’s of fice 

contacted the Indiana 
State Fire Marshal’s 
Office to lead the inves-
tigation and determine 
the cause of the blaze.

The sherif f ’s of fice 
said additional informa-
tion will be released by 
the fire marshal’s office 
as it becomes available.

3 confirmed dead in 
early morning house fire

State fire marshal’s office 
investigating cause of blaze

BY STAFF REPORTS

Indiana Conservation Offi-
cer Zach Walker has been 
selected as the 2022 District 9 
Officer of the Year, according 
to a news release.

Walker is assigned to Jen-
nings County and has been 
a conservation officer since 
2009. In addition to his nor-
mal duties, Walker serves 
as a K9 handler, field train-
ing officer, airboat operator, 
background and boat acci-
dent investigator, breath 
test operator, and member 
of the cave rescue team. He 
also played an essential role 
in the Karl E. Kelly Camp 
since 2019.

This district award puts 
Walker in the running for the 
Pitzer Award, which is pre-
sented to the top overall con-
servation officer in the state 

and is selected from the 10 
district award winners. The 
Pitzer Award is named after 
Conservation Officer James 
D. Pitzer who was fatally 
shot while investigating ille-
gal hunting activity on Jan. 2, 
1961 in Jay County.

Walker named 
Conservation 

Officer of the Year
Officer in line 

for Pitzer Award
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Zach Walker is shown with 
his K9, Ribby. Walker serves 
in the Jennings County area.

BY DEBI STANTON
NEWS EDITOR

A celebration was held 
Jan. 20 at the Education and 
Training Center to honor 
retiring North Ver-
non Police Depart-
ment officer Andrew 
Richmond for 20 
years of service.

Richmond, his fam-
ily and friends gath-
ered to recognize his 
achievements and to 
wish him well.

R ichmond may 
be retiring, but said 
he will be busy as the lat-
est police officer to join the 
staff at Columbus Regional 
Hospital. In 2020, Colum-

bus Regional submitted a 
charter to the state to form 
its own police department 
in order to respond to calls 
inside and on hospital 
grounds. Since Richmond is 
already a police officer, he 
said it will be a smooth tran-
sition into his new position.

Richmond says working 
with his K9, Heros, were 
some of his most cherished 

moments. Heros was 
born in 2010 and 
worked with Rich-
mond from 2011 to 
2018. He passed in 
2020.

“Every aspect of 
K9 work is fun, from 
training, to working 
the dog for other 
of ficers, to public 
demonstrations that 

educate and show people 
how skilled and happy the 
dogs are to work,” Richmond 
said.

Officer Richmond 

retires from NVPD

20-year veteran 
to begin work 

at hospital

Andrew 
Richmond

BY PRESS RELEASE FROM HOSPICE

The 2023 Jennings Hospice 
Gala, “A Starry, Starry Night” 
will be held live and in-person 
on Saturday, Feb.4 at 6 p.m. the 
organization announced.

Tickets can be purchased at 
https://care.ourhospice.org/
queen/tickets/ or at 753 North 
State St. in North Vernon. Tick-
ets are $60 each or $450 for a 

table of eight. Tickets must be 
purchased in advance and will 
not be sold at the door.

This year’s Gala features din-
ner catered by First Class Cater-
ing, a cash bar by Las Chalupas, 
both a silent and live auction led 
by Tom Lawson, crowning of the 
25th Jennings County Our Hos-
pice Gala Queen, and music pro-
vided by Jeff and Bryce Downs.

This fundraiser is the largest put 
on by Hospice and the proceeds 
support the patients and families 
cared for by the Jennings Coun-
ty staff. There are many ways to 
support this worthy cause:

1. Jennings County High School 
students and Gala Queen Contes-
tants, Madison Brooks, Makenzey 
Carr, Sophia Curry, Taylor Easton, 
Breanne Galyen, Emily Hall, Anna 

Hyden, Alivia Lockhard, Stella 
Millspaugh and Hannah Shepherd 
are currently raising funds with-
in the community. The individual 
who raises the most funds will be 
crowned Gala Queen live during 
the event. You can show your sup-
port and vote for our queen contes-
tants with your donation at https://
care.ourhospice.org/queen/

2. Bid on auction items even 

if you can’t attend the Gala in 
person. Register as a bidder and 
begin viewing auction items on 
Thursday, Feb. 2 at 8 a.m. by tex-
ting OHSCI to 71760. Bidding on 
silent auction opens on Saturday, 
Feb. 4 at 5 p.m. and closes at 9 
p.m. There will also be a live auc-
tion held at the Gala event.

Annual Jennings Hospice Gala scheduled for Feb. 4

BY TJ NOGUERAS
CORRESPONDENT

T
he Jennings County High 
School boys’ basketball 
team continued its dominant 

season with a 73-55 Homecoming 
victory last Friday night over 
Floyd High School.

The high school gym was 
packed with fans eager to cheer 
on the Panthers, who improved 
their record to 14-1 on the season.

Kegan Manowitz led the 
Panthers in scoring with 18 points 
while chipping in 4 rebounds and 
9 assists. Owen Law dominated 
the boards and finished the game 
as the team’s leading rebounder 
with 6.

Coach Josh Land called the 
game a “really great team win.”

The evening also featured 
the crowning of Homecoming 
King and Queen. Cole Sigler 
was crowned King and Ashley 
Mead crowned Queen during 
the ceremony. Announcing the 
winner were last year’s King and 
Queen, Bryce MacIntosh and 
Megan Voghel.

Panthers improve to 14-1 
with Homecoming victory

Sigler, Mead 
crowned 
King and 
Queen

Photo by Aleecia Bigness

The Jennings County student section goes all out to support the Panthers 
during last week’s Homecoming victory.

Cole Sigler and 
Ashley Mead pose 

for a photo after 
being crowned 

Homecoming King 
and Queen during 
last week’s Home-
coming ceremony 

at Jennings County 
High School. Sigler 

and the Panthers 
were victorious on 
Homecoming, run-

ning their record 
to 14-1 on the sea-

son. For more 
game photos, see 

pages B1-2.
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