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DEATHS, A3 INSIDE 

BY BOB DEMAREE

Although the current contract 
doesn’t expire until the end of 
March 2023, Visit Madison Inc. 
is seeking a decision by the Jef-
ferson Board of Tourism on its 
new contract by the end of year.

No decision was made at 
Monday’s  JCBT meet ing 
when VMI Executive Director 
Andrew Forrester sought a 
nine-month contract from April 
to December 2023 with hopes 

returning to a calendar year 
scheduling for contracts.

In 2021, JCBT established 
an annual contract that ran 
from April to March and then 
renewed under that sched-
uling in 2022. An additional 
nine-month contract for 2023 
would put VMI on a January to 
December contract as had been 
the case prior to 2021.

VMI is requesting $325,000 
from JCBT for 2023, which 

funds 70% of its overall $460,000 
budget. The request from JCBT 
is an 11% increase over this 
year’s $293,711 allocation for 
VMI.

VMI Board President Lucy 
Dattilo said VMI is making 
plans for 2023 to have a Main 
Street presence while expand-
ing on the concept of bringing 
visitors to Jefferson County for 
all 365 days of year while pro-
viding additional support for all 

events and activities. “All the 
hard work from the past two 
years to reorganize, restruc-
ture and reimagine Visit Madi-
son is working hand and hand 
with the renaissance Madison 
is experiencing,” Dattilo said. 
“This is benefitting all of Jeffer-
son County. I am really proud of 
how far Visit Madison Inc. has 
come.”

vmI’s Forrester asks JCbd to 
realign budget with calendar

BY BOB DEMAREE

With local tourism trending 
toward another record-breaking 
year, data continues to show that 
Madison and Jefferson County it 
becoming more and more of an 
attraction to visitors.

Sarah Prasil, executive mar-
keting director of Visit Madison 
Inc., cited that growth while pro-
viding an update at Monday’s 
meeting of the VMI board of 
directors.

“It’s just been nothing but 
wonder fu l  growth.  These 
months are just killing it,” she 
said, noting each month has 
shown an increase in innkeep-
ers tax receipts over the same 
month last year.

Last year $537,606.48 was col-
lected through the innkeepers 
tax through the end of Octo-
ber, but with two months of 
data to go collections this year 
are already approaching that 
amount with more than $500,000 
collected in 2022. Prasil noted 
there are already strong indi-
cations that November will be 
another record month for inn-
keeper collections. For example, 
during the weekend of MadHop, 
held Nov. 5, Prasil said local 
hotels were at 75% occupancy on 
the Friday of that weekend and 
79% on the Saturday.

“We should be able to cele-
brate” work that’s been done by 
VMI in promoting Madison and 
Jefferson County. “That’s a big 
deal,” said Lucy Dattilo, presi-
dent of the VMI board of direc-
tors.

In other business:
• Prasil reported new market-

ing partnership levels that pro-
vide for 10 gold level spots have 
sold out with each of those busi-
nesses to be featured in VMI’s 
experience guide. “We had a lot 
of interest right off the bat,” said 
Prasil. “It’s good that they see 
the value in Visit Madison’s mar-
keting.”

• Prasil announced that Jef-
ferson County has officially been 
approved by the Indiana Festival 
Association board of directors 
to be on the 2028 cover of the 

BY BOB DEMAREE

It took a lot of back-break-
ing work and several green 
thumbs, but what once was a 
blighted area home to deterio-
rating trailers is now a Hanover 
Community Garden.

The garden, located at 161 
North Madison Avenue, was 
the idea of Hanover resident 
Barb Ford for the desire to 
do “something nice” with the 
land that is also good for the 
community. Now that the trail-

ers have been demolished and 
cleared away, transformation 
has begun with some plantings 
already and plans for more in 
the spring.

Ford, a master gardener, 
said she was approached by 
town of Hanover of ficials to 
be involved in the effort. She 
agreed and has been a part of 
the committee organizing the 
garden and raising funds to 
make it self-sustaining.

Ef for ts are under way to 

raise $35,000 — about $33,500 
of which has already been 
collected — to obtain an Indi-
ana Housing and Commu-
nity Development Authority 
(IHCDA) grant requiring dol-
lar for dollar matching funds 
through the IHCDA’s CreatlNg 
Places program. The deadline 
is 10 p.m. on Dec. 13 so the 
committee is currently making 
its final push to reach that goal 
by that deadline.

Some of the funds will pro-

vide operating expenses but 
others will go towards a fund at 
the Community Foundation of 
Madison and Jefferson Coun-
ty. Ford said the hope is that 
dividend payments from that 
fund will then pay for ongoing 
maintenance of the community 
garden.

“Over time that will help us 
to be sustainable” and pro-
vide most of what’s needed to 

Green thumbs rub out blight

Submitted

Committee members and volunteers (pictured from left), Katy Schneider, Julie White, Stacey Vester, Jane Stormer and Laura Aricoof, pause 
during a work day to take a picture in front of the red canna lillies that were grown at the Hanover Community Garden last summer.

BY BOB DEMAREE

The Nights Before Christ-
mas Candlel ight Tour of 
Homes has been a Madison 
tradition and tourist attraction 
for 40 years and and the latest 
installment of the popular holi-
day event begins this weekend 
— the last weekend of Novem-
ber — and the first weekend in 
December.

“Going over two weekends it 
draws in a lot of people,” said 
Erin Kindle, the event’s coor-
dinator for the second consec-
utive year. “It helps out local 
businesses by getting people to 
Madison shopping for the holi-
days. All of the shops on Main 
Street are decorated for the 
holiday, and people are excited 

to see them as well.”
This year’s event is a special 

one in that it is the 40th anni-
versary beginning this week-
end on Friday and Saturday 
and then again next weekend 
Friday, Dec. 2, and Saturday, 
Dec. 3. Tours will run from 
3-9 p.m. each day.

Kindle is thrilled to have 
the opportunity to be involved 
again. “I love Christmas time 
and it’s a lot of fun. I get to see 
beautiful homes, and all the 
decor, and the history behind 
them, seeing homeowners talk 
about their homes with such 
passion, it’s incredible. I love 
it.”

There are six homes on this 
year’s tour along with four 

other downtown Madison his-
toric sites and four hospitali-
ty locations that will provide 
refreshments and restrooms.

Two of the homes are west 
of Cragmont Street — a rar-
ity for the home tours. They 
include the Taylor Home at 
1010 West Main Street, which 
under went almost a year of 
restoration by owners Rick and 
Cathy Taylor who maintained 

Burning bright in year 40
Nights Before Christmas Candlelight 

Tour this weekend and next BY BOB DEMAREE

Visit Madison Inc. is once 
again hosting a Christmas deco-
rating contest where homeown-
ers in Madison and Jef ferson 
County can display their love 
and spirit for the holidays and 
Make Madison Merry!

The contest, organized by the 
Nights Before Christmas Cand-
light Tour, Madison Main Street 
and the City of Madison, encour-
ages local residents to adorn 
their homes with lights and dec-
orations to create holiday cheer 
in Jefferson County.

Registration applications are 
available online and at the Vis-
itors Center, 601 West First 
Street, Madison, and must be 
received no later than 5 p.m. on 
Wednesday, Nov. 30, in order to 
participate in the decorating con-

test and to also be part of the 
Merry Madison Map of decorat-
ed homes.

Participation is open to all res-
idents in Jefferson County and 
entry is free.

The contest is for exterior dec-
orations only including decora-
tions in windows that are visible 
from the exterior. Judging will 
be done from outside the resi-
dence only and based on “curb 
appeal” or what can be seen 
from the street.

The decoration deadline is 
Thursday, Dec. 1 to be includ-
ed in the Merry Madison Lights 
Tour from Dec. 1 through Dec. 
31.

Judging will take place from 
Dec. 8-14 with entries judged 

Entries sought for holiday 
decorations contest

Data trending 
toward 
another 

record year 
for tourism
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