
BY MARK CAMPBELL

The arctic weather forecast 
for Jefferson and surrounding 
counties ended up being about as 
severe as predicted — freezing 
rain and snow was followed by 
temperatures as low as minus-
10 — but southern Indiana and 
northern Kentucky is far better 
off that what northern Indiana 
received.

“It’s a whole lot worse up 
north,” Jefferson County Emer-
gency Management Director 
Troy Morgan said Friday, just 
minutes after a statewide briefing 
on storm. “They’re still getting 
lake effect snow and blizzard con-
ditions.”

Jef ferson County received 
about 3.25 inches of ice and 
snow — the light, dry kind that 
weighs less than a wet snowfall 
— but that combined with the 
extreme cold was still enough 
to cause plenty of problems 
for those who elected to drive 
during the storm.

“We had a lot of cars sliding 
off and getting stuck — dozens 
and dozens of slide-offs — but 
only one injury accident and that 
one was minor.” Morgan said. 
“We had just short of 200 fami-
lies without power at the worst 
part of it Thursday night but by 
Friday morning that was down to 
less than a dozen.”

However, by Friday afternoon 
Duke Energy was reporting 
four outages in Jefferson County 
impacting about 353 Duke cus-
tomers.

Morgan said road crews are 
working on area roads — plow-

ing a path through the snow 
and ice — but that the extreme 
cold likely means that a melt-off 
could won’t come until after the 
holiday weekend when families 
most want to travel. As of Friday 
morning road conditions were 
listed as “extremely hazardous” 
with “unnecessary travel discour-
aged.”

“We’re not going to see tem-
peratures above 32 degrees until 
at least Tuesday,” Morgan said. 
“The roads are covered in snow 
and it’s probably not going to 
melt ... wherever you are is cur-

rently the best place to be and I 
wouldn’t recommend any trav-
el ... even if you don’t slide off 
a road, you could still end up in 
trouble. Unless your car is in 
good condition you could easily 
get in trouble if you had any type 
of car trouble.”

Morgan said one issue with 
the light show and wind could be 
drifting at higher elevations in the 
county and by Friday afternoon 
Jefferson County Highway crews 
were busy clearing drifting snow 
on Hanover Saluda Road from 
Holly Hills to Ten Cent Road.

The Salvation Army warming 
shelter in downtown Madison 
did not open on Thursday night 
as the struggle to find volun-
teers to staff the facility contin-
ues, said Madison Mayor Bob 
Courtney. However, three peo-
ple were allowed hotel rooms 
on Thursday night and the shel-
ter planned to be open Friday 
night.

“We are still working on vol-
unteers for Saturday and Sunday 
and we will be having extended 

BY THE COURIER STAFF

Madison police on Thursday 
arrested two Jefferson County 
brothers, charging them with felo-
ny child molesting after a lengthy 
investigation by multiple local 
agencies.

Keegan William Clement, 19, 
of Madison, and Dyllon Wayne 
Joseph Clement, 20, of Hanover, 
were both taken into custody with-
out incident and transported to 
the Jefferson County Jail where 
they were being held Friday on a 
$50,000 cash bond each.

Keegan Clement was charged 
with Child Molesting, a Level 3 
felony, while Dyllon Clement, was 
charged with Child Molesting, a 
Level 4 felony — both involving 
a pre-teen victim. Level 3 felonies 
carry a sentence of 3-16 years 
in Indiana while Level 4 felonies 
carry a sentence of 2-12 years.

MPD Det. Jeremey Perkins 
investigated the case and obtained 
arrest warrants for the brothers 
after a lengthy investigation. He 
was assisted in the investigation 
by MPD Det. Shawn Scudder, the 
Children’s Advocacy Center of 
Southeastern Indiana, and the Jef-
ferson County Prosecutor’s Office.

Z
ach Shelton wears a lot of different hats. 
This time of year you may know him 
from wearing a Santa hat playing The 

Grinch. Zach was featured in this year’s 
Christmas Parade as The Grinch, and he’s 
been appearing all around town in character 
at various events.

You may know him as the worship pastor 
at North Madison Christian Church, where 
he directs the music programming and then 

BY MARK CAMPBELL

A new six-lot housing development that 
has been in the planning stages by Habitat 
for Humanity for several months, cleared 
another approval recently when Madison’s 
Plan Commission approved the preliminary 
plat for Clifty Woods Subdivision.

The project will develop six habitat homes 
on a cul-de-sac at the end of Beech Grove 
Street on Madison’s hilltop. The 1.5-acre 

tract is located across from the Ruck-
er Sports Complex and near Habitat for 
Humanity’s ReStore of Jefferson County 
complex.

According to the application, access to the 
homes will be one way and the street will 
includes curbs, gutters, sidewalks and drain-
age. The city’s Redevelopment Commission 
has previously committed financial support 
for infrastructure. Construction, sched-

uled to begin early next year, could involve 
developing multiple homes simultaneously 
according to details released previously.

Meanwhile, the city’s Board of Zoning 
Appeals (BZA) met recently and granted its 
blessing to a project to replace Madison’s 
Crystal Beach swimming pool and for a new 
cell tower on Madison’s hilltop.

Built in 1938, Crystal Beach pool pre-
dates the city’s zoning ordinance by sev-
eral decades. When a project to refurbish 
the pool last year discovered that age and 
deterioration had left the facility unsuitable 

for repair, the city agreed to demolish the 
existing pool and build a new pool of similar 
design and character at the site.

Initially estimated to be about a $6 million 
project, a recent bid came in at $2 million 
higher for an $8 million cost. The city is 
looking at ways to finance the higher total 
and/or rescale the project and financing will 
involve a bond issue. The request before 
the BZA was to clear up usage rights to the 
site by adopting a variance of use allowing 

BY BOB DEMAREE

Although no official action was 
taken Monday, Visit Madison Inc. 
and the Jefferson County Board 
of Tourism appear to be close to 
inking a multiple-year contract and 
approval could come at the JCBT’s 
January meeting.

Commissioner David Bramer, 
who is the president of JCBT, sug-
gested a three-year contract but 
the board wants to consider how 
that might escalate each year to 
account for employee pay raises 
and other increased costs.

The current contract does not 
end until March 31, and there is 
also consideration of converting 

future contracts back to the calen-
dar year.

Andrew Forrester, executive 
director of Visit Madison Inc. 
(VMI), said the “timing of the con-
tract is not as much of a concern 
to me if we’ve got a multi-year con-
tract. The real pain is if it’s every 
single year and we have to do an 
organizational budget when we 
don’t really know if our funding is 
continuing after the end of March.”

Lucy Dattilo, president of the 
VMI board of directors, said that 
when the initial contract was 
established in 2021 that it made 

THE 
MADISON COURIER

SOUTHWESTERN 

BLITZES 

SWITZERLAND 

FROM THE START 

TO CLAIM 

DOMINATING 

FINALS WIN 

PAGE B1

COURIER ONLINE • Submit news photos • Write a letter to the editor • Send club or organization news • www.madisoncourier.com

SatURday, dECEmbER 24, 2022 NEWSStaNd • 75 CENtSServing the Courier area since 1837

High Low

Details, Page A2

18 6 Freddie Carlisle
Doug Hooker
Karen Lawdermilt
Theresa Lewellyn

Donn Lorton
William McIntosh II
Raymond Meadows

Terry Morris Sr.
Peggy Rowlett
Victor Thevenow

Records/A2
Sports/B1-2, B4-6
Classifieds/B6
Comics/A4-5

DEATHS, A2-3 INSIDE 

CHARLIE

ROHLFING
CHARLIE’S BEAT

BIG FREEZE
Cold weather 

could put clamp 
on holiday travel

Mark Campbell

Highway crews were out in force early Friday morning working to clear streets and roads of about 
3.25-inches of ice and snow but with temperatures plummeting as low as minus-10 just before day-
break, a melt-off could take until next week. Jefferson County EMA Director Troy Morgan said there 
were numerous slide-offs and vehicles stuck overnight but only one minor injury accident. About 200 
families lost power but most were restored by Friday morning. Morgan said temperatures are expected 
to remain below freezing until at least Tuesday. “Wherever you are currently is the best place to be,” he 
said, urging residents to avoid travel due to the dangerous cold.
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Shelton no Grinch when sharing musical gifts

Zach Shelton wears a lot of hats from The Grinch in this year’s 
Christmas Parade to worship pastor at North Madison Christian 

Church, where he directs the music programming and holiday pro-
ductions such as the Easter and Christmas shows. He formerly was 

a member of the Christian rock band “64 to Grayson” and toured 
year around from New England to Florida up to 200 shows a year.

Charlie Rohlfing

Madison’s Plan Commission approves plat for Habitat
BZA OKs Crystal Beach variance, cell tower

VMI, JCBT may be close 
to multiyear contract
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