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BY BOB DEMAREE

Jef ferson County’s Council and Com-
missioners will hold a joint session next 
week to discuss a request by Norton 
King’s Daughters’ Health asking the 
county to increase it’s funding for emer-
gency medical services from the current 

$100,000 annually to $500,0000 in 2024.
Council President Ray Black Jr. said at 

Tuesday’s County Council meeting that a 
letter was received one week ago request-
ing the increase.

On Thursday, Carol Dozier, chief exec-
utive officer of Norton King’s Daughters’ 

Health, released a statement about the 
request for additional financial support. 
She said the request is a response to recent 
increases in operating costs. The increase 
requested would be for $250,000 in 2023 
and $500,000 each for 2024 and 2025.

“Across Indiana and Kentucky, most 
EMS (ambulance) services are provided 

BY BOB DEMAREE

A vehicle fire Wednesday 
morning at FatBoyz Body-
workz LLC on Madison’s hill-
top spread throughout the 
building and led to the evacua-
tion of the neighboring Jeffer-
son County Public Safety Cen-
ter that houses the county’s 
911 dispatch center.

T h e  f i r e ,  r e p o r t e d  a t 
9:27 a.m., started in a vehicle 
inside the structure. Firefight-
ers initially attacked the vehi-
cle fire with water, attempting 
to limit the blaze to that. But 
flames spread throughout the 
building, breaking through the 
east side of the structure and 
then out the back.

“In an environment like that 
you’ve got gasoline, oil, paint, 
plastics, and everything that 
you don’t want which burns 
pretty intensely and very rapid-
ly,” said Don McKay, an inves-
tigator for the city of Madison 
Fire Department and a mem-
ber of Walnut Street Fire Com-
pany No. 4.

“It was one of those difficult 
to fight for several reasons,” he 
said, adding there were several 
hot spots that firefighters bat-
tled to get out.

McKay said there were other 
vehicles in the structure that 
were damaged “in var ying 
degrees. Some not so much, 
other than smoke, which can 

be a problem. A couple were 
fire damaged.” He wasn’t sure 
exactly how many vehicles 
were involved within the struc-
ture, but estimated there may 
have been five or six.

McKay hesitated to specu-
late on whether the building 
is salvageable, noting the east 
side that sustained the most 
heavy damage might need to 
be demolished or at least heav-
ily repaired. “The west side 
seems to be in decent shape,” 
he said.

FatBoyz, located at 606 
Green Road, is right next to 
the Jef ferson County Public 
Safety Center, 620 Green Road, 
which houses the county’s the 

Jefferson County Emergency 
Management Agency and 911 
operations.

Susie Lawrence, director of 
the 911 center, said dispatchers 
evacuated their building after 
seeing the expanding flames at 
FatBoyz and realizing smoke 
was beginning to come into 
their building. Based on those 
observations and the threat it 
presented, the decision was 
made to evacuate as a precau-
tion.

Troy Morgan, the county’s 
EMA director, said in order to 
clear smoke from the county 
building, 911 operations were 

Y
ou know you’re living in 
a real music town when 
it seems like every other 

bartender, waiter, barista, and 
bouncer you 
encounter is 
also a musician, 
and quite often 
working on 
their own album 
project. Such 
is the case in 
Madison, and 
why it was no 
surprise when 
I learned that 
the young man 

serving my brew at Crafted 
Coffee is also an aspiring sing-
er-songwriter.

Noah Wright recently 
purchased Crafted Coffee from 
the original owner, the Crafton 
brothers. Noah and his family 
live just a few doors away behind 
the shop.

“I’m pretty excited about the 
potential of this shop,” Noah 
explained. “Not just as a coffee 
business, but as a nurturing 
space for the many creative 
people who call Madison home.

“My dream is to build a sort of 
culture of creative collaboration, 
with Crafted as the central 
locus. A space for artists, visual, 
musical, all kinds, to just loaf and 
talk and argue and engage with 
each other.

“Madison is a very fertile 
ground for artists to grow, and 
I want this shop to be the trellis 
or structure of it to flourish and 
climb, if that makes sense.

“It might take the form of 
songwriter meet-ups, where 
an experienced mentor like 
Robert Reynolds provides 
guidance and encouragement to 
budding songwriters. It might 
be a monthly paint night where 
artists gather and practice. One 
of our baristas, Bevany Phelps, 
has led a couple of these paint 
nights here.

“It might be a book club that 
meets here, or a writer’s night. 
It could be an open mic for 
singing or poetry. And I’m really 
thinking about the younger 
crowd. I think there are existing 
opportunities for the older folks 

BY THE COURIER STAFF

A motorcycle gang member who 
was convicted of murder and felony 
gang charges by a Jefferson Coun-
ty jur y on Feb. 9, was sentenced 
Wednesday to a total of 120 years in 

prison by Circuit Court Judge D.J. 
Mote.

Michael J. “Billy Goat” Karnuth, 
34, of North Vernon, Indiana, was 
sentenced to 60 years on the murder 
charge and an additional 60 years on 

a criminal gang enhancement to run 
consecutive. Karnuth was a member 
of the Warlocks motorcycle gang and 
was acting as a gang member at the 
time of the murder.

Three gang members and one 

female associate were charged in 
connection with the June 2021 attack 
with two pleading guilty, Karnuth 
found guilty by a jury and a fourth 

Norton KDH asks county 
to pay more for EMS

Ambulance service seeking $500K by 2024

Fire damages FatBoyz body shop

Nearby EMA/911 dispatch evacuated as precaution

Bob Demaree

Firefighters from Walnut Street Fire Company No. 4 use a bird’s-eye view from their tower truck to battle Wednesday morning’s FatBoyz fire 
from overhead as heavy smoke billows from the building. The fire company is celebrating its 150th anniversary today and will have an 
open house Saturday. See story and photos on Page A3.
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Local barista singer-songwriter 
Noah Wright is shown.

Biker gang leader Karnuth receives sentence of 120 years
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