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BY COURIER STAFF REPORT

Fir e f ighters  f r om Kent , 
Hanover, Deputy and Madison 
Township fire departments bat-
tled a Christmas morning house 
fire on County Road 900 West 
where the occupants were able 
to safely exit the structure but 
lost the home and their belong-
ings.

According to Kent Fire Chief 
Brett Roberts, the call came in 
at 4:50 a.m. on Dec. 25, when 
Kent firefighters were paged to 
a smell of smoke in the home 
of William Watterson on Coun-
ty Road 900 West. “The owner 
said they woke up and smelled 
smoke and it was so thick they 
couldn’t see down a hallway,” 
Roberts said.

By the time Rober ts and 
another firefighter arrived as the 
first responders to the scene, 
flames were coming through the 
roof of the home.

Watterson, a City of Madison 
police officer, safely exited the 
home with his daughter, Maci, 
into the frigid morning air with 
only the clothes on their backs. 
He then drove his daughter to 
a neighbor’s home to be out of 
the cold and then rushed back 
to the scene to help firefighters 
pull hoses.

“We saw the flames coming 
through the roof and called for 
more backup from Hanover, 
Deputy and Madison Township 
and we ran through 1,000 gal-
lons of water before the first 
tanker truck arrived,” Roberts 
said. “But it was too far gone and 
the home was a total loss.”

Firefighters battled the blaze 
for about 5 1/2 hours and doused 
the structure with 45,000 gal-
lons of water. The home and its 
contents and a garage with car 
inside were all lost in the blaze 

but firefighters did manage to 
enter the home long enough to 
carr y out Christmas presents 
even though they were also 
soaked in the process.

The cause of the fire is still 
under investigation but suspi-
cion is on a breaker box in the 
garage. Roberts said the frig-
id temperatures, the layout of 
the home and the fact that the 
car was in the garage with an 
unknown amount of fuel compli-
cated the battle.

He said the firefighters were 

assisted by county and state 
highway cinder trucks so allow 
water trucks to transport to the 
scene. County Road 900 West 
was drifted in places and water 
spilling from the trucks quickly 
froze, too, but a lane was kept 
open to keep the water rolling. 
The hydrant water trucks had 
hoped to draw from near the 
Kent fire station was frozen by 
the unusually cold weather so 
trucks had to haul water from 

Frigid weather 
complicates fight

Kent Fire Department Photos

Above left: Flames rise above a home on County Road 900 West in Jefferson County during a Christmas 
morning fire. There were no injuries but the house and contents were a total loss. Above right: Firefighters 
douse hot spots after controlling a house fire on County Road 900 West on Christmas morning. The blaze 
was reported at 4:40 a.m. and firefighters battled the flames, frigid temperatures and icy conditions until 
the blaze was out at about 10:30 a.m.

A total of $195,000 in Ameri-
can Rescue Plan funds was given 
to non-profit agencies through-
out Jefferson County earlier this 
month.

After the non-profits submit-
ted applications for funding, the 
Commissioners created a scor-
ing spreadsheet and rated appli-
cations bases on five categories: 
1) Previous funding received 
from Jefferson County; 2) Rev-
enue lost during COVID-19; 3) 

Planned use of ARP funds; 4) 
Amount of Funds in Reserve; 
and 5) Amount of Funding from 
Other Government Agencies.

Commissioner David Bram-
er said even as the applications 
were screened, there was an 
effort to provide funds for most 
non-profits that applied.

“As we developed our plan to 
use the ARP funds allocated to 
Jefferson County, our goal was 
to help those who were impact-

ed significantly by the impact 
of COVID-19 and those organi-
zations who have been provid-
ing assistance to citizens who 
were or are in need,” Bramer 
said. “In addition, we wanted to 
provide financial assistance to 
those organizations who are not 
regularly receiving funds from 
Jef ferson County. The thank-
ful responses we have received 
from many of these non-profit 
organizations has been encour-

aging and makes us believe that 
we were successful in providing 
some relief to the organizations 
and the citizens they support.”

The largest disbursement was 
to the Heritage Trail and the 
Boys and Girls Club of Jef fer-
son County, which both received 
$20,000. Lifetime Resources 
received $15,00o while the Ohio 
Theatre was given $10,000.

Non-profits awarded $195K in ARP funds
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BUFFALO, N.Y. — Mil-
lions of people hunkered 
down against a deep freeze 
Sunday to ride out the win-
ter storm that has killed 
at least 34 people across 
the United States and is 
expected to claim more 
lives after trapping some 
residents inside houses 
with heaping snow drifts 
and knocking out power 
to tens of thousands of 
homes and businesses.

The scope of the storm 
has been nearly unprec-
edented, stretching from 
the Great Lakes near Can-
ada to the Rio Grande 
along the border with 
Mexico. About 60% of the 
U.S. population faced some 
sor t of winter weather 
advisory or warning, and 
temperatures plummeted 
drastically below normal 
from east of the Rocky 
Mountains to the Appa-
lachians, the National 
Weather Service said.

Travelers’ weather woes 
are likely to continue, with 
hundreds of flight cancel-
lations already and more 
expected after a bomb 
cyclone — when atmo-
spheric pressure drops 
ver y quickly in a strong 
storm — developed near 
the Great Lakes, stirring 
up blizzard conditions, 
including heavy winds and 
snow. Some 1,707 domes-
tic and international flights 
were canceled on Sunday 
as of about 2 p.m. EDT, 
according to the tracking 
site FlightAware.

The storm unleashed its 
full fury on Buffalo, with 
hur ricane-force winds 
and snow causing white-
out conditions, paralyz-
ing emergency response 
ef for ts. New York Gov. 
Kathy Hochul said almost 
every fire truck in the city 
was stranded Saturday and 
implored people Sunday to 
respect an ongoing driving 
ban in the region. Officials 
said the airport would be 
shut through Tuesday 
morning. The National 
Weather Service said the 
snow total at the Buffalo 
Niagara International Air-
por t stood at 43 inches 
(109 centimeters) at 7 a.m. 
Sunday.

Daylight revealed cars 
nearly covered by 6-foot 
snowdrifts and thousands 
of houses, some adorned 
in unlit holiday displays, 
dark from a lack of power. 
With snow swirling down 
untouched and impassable 
streets, forecasters warned 
that an additional 1 to 2 
feet of snow was possible 
in some areas through 
early Monday morning 

Frigid 
storm 
claims  
at least  
34 lives
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Mark Campbell

A week later a winter storm almost covered over the color-
ful wreaths by Christmas Day after frigid cold weather and 
3.25 inches of drifting snow fell in the area.

Bob Demaree

Sally McWilliams, of Madison, helps 
place wreaths during the Wreaths 
Across America event at Indiana Vet-
erans Memorial Cemetery on Satur-
day, Dec. 17. McWilliams is a mem-
ber the local John Paul Chapter of 
the Daughters of the American Rev-
olution. Wreaths were placed on Vet-
erans Cemetery on Madison’s hill-
top, Springdale Cemetery in down-
town Madison and Grandview 
Memorial Gardens near Madison.

Bob Demaree

Jason Hampton, of Milan, Indiana, a mem-
ber of Boy Scout Troop 631 in Mooresville, 
helped place wreaths at Veterans Cemetery 
in Madison.

Bob Demaree

Snow falls at the Indiana Veterans Memorial Cemetery on 
Saturday, Dec. 17, in Madison, Indiana, as volunteers and 
family members place holiday wreaths on the 1800 graves 
of the veterans there.

WREATHS ACROSS AMERICA

Firefighters battle Christmas fire
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