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DEATHS, A2-3 INSIDE 

BY BOB DEMAREE

A part of Madison’s industrial history 
went down in flames about 70 years ago 
and the land in the southeast corner of 
Poplar and Second streets has sat dormant 
since then with trees and weeds overtak-
ing the site that was a planing mill in the 
1800s, a button factory in the early 1900s 
and a boat factory beginning in the 1930s.

But new life is coming to the property 
— and a remembrance to its industrial 
past — as the city of Madison plans to 
revitalize the area with landscaping and 
parking.

Funding is coming from Destination 
Madison dollars that the city is receiv-

ing from Our Southern Indiana Region-
al Development Authority through the 
Regional Economic Acceleration and 
Development Initiative (READI), along 
with other grants.

At the last Board of Public Works and 
Safety (BPWS) meeting, Jacobi, Toombs 
and Lanz Inc. was hired as consultant for 
the project with work slated to begin in 
the fall.

Tony Steinhardt III, the city’s economic 
director, said the project will be scheduled 
to have minimal impact on the city’s tour-
ism season. “It’s in the heart of our festival 
zone so we would look for this project to 
begin in late fall and conclude by the end 

of May and miss those festivals.”
The project encompasses land east of 

Poplar Street across from the Shrews-
bury-Windle House that was transferred 
to the city through an agreement with 
Historic Madison Foundation Inc., along 
with a city-owned empty lot across from 
Lamplighter Park. There also will be a 
new sidewalk along Poplar Street from 
the riverfront to the Shrewsbury-Win-
dle House. Additionally, Steinhardt said 
an alley that goes from Poplar Street 
to Center Avenue will be turned into a 
walkway and provide a connection to 
Bicentennial Park.

New life proposed for historic site

I 
thought I’d use this week’s 
column to talk about the music 
options for New Year’s Eve here 

in Indiana’s Music 
City. But before I 
get to that, I want 
to speak directly to 
those of you who 
don’t go out and party 
on the last night of 
the year.

I mean, I get it. 
Maybe you just don’t 
want to get dressed 
up and stay out late. 
Or maybe you want to 
watch the great college football games 
that are televised on December 31. So 
to you, let me just say this: You need 
to strongly consider going out on New 
Years Eve’s Eve, Friday, December 30.

Some of the most interesting and 
varied live music is happening the 
night before the big night. If you’re a 
fan of the great music of Steely Dan 
(and who isn’t?) you can catch the 
amazing tribute band Steely Danish 
at Red Bicycle Hall on Friday. This 
11-piece ensemble recreates the 
complex and unforgettable songs 
of the iconic band with delightful 
accuracy.

If current pop music is more your 
thing, you’ll want to catch Jackson 
Snelling at Mad Paddle on Friday 
night. Jackson is a former American 
Idol contestant and a powerful 
performer who is sure to be going 
places.

Free music 
options on 

New Year’s Eve

Offices for Jef ferson County 
government, the City of Madison 
and Town of Hanover all will be 
closed on Monday, Jan. 1, 2023, for 
the New Year’s Day holiday.

The county cour thouse and 
Madison City Hall will  both 
be open on Friday, Dec. 30, but 
Hanover Town Hall will be closed 
that day.

The Madison closing includes 
no trash or recycling pickup on 
Monday, Jan. 1 with both services 
delayed one day the week of Jan. 
2-6. The city’s waste transfer sta-
tion on the hilltop will be open 
8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. on Saturday 
Dec. 31, but closed on Monday, 
Jan. 1.

There also will be no mail deliv-
ery on Monday, Jan. 1.

New Year’s 
closings

BY BOB DEMAREE

With the town of Hanover now 
recording its municipal meetings using 
a security camera system, council mem-
bers discussed on Tuesday what to do 
with thousands of dollars of previous-
ly purchased and never-used camera 
equipment.

When Madison TV15 was discontin-
ued in March of 2021, the town appro-
priated up to $7,000 to purchase its own 
equipment in April of that year to begin 
webcasting city meetings and events. 
Soon after, the Cable Advisory Board 
(CAB) took over operations and con-
tinued to lead the effort in recording 
county meetings until it was dissolved in 
November.

For more than a year, the Epiphan 
video production system that was pur-
chased last year went unused by the 
town while the CAB continued to record 

the meetings. When the CAB dissolved, 
the town council moved for ward in 
developing plans for recording its own 
meetings.

The Epiphan video equipment is 
the same system as used by the city 
of Madison but Hanover town coun-
cil determined the setup was too com-
plicated for its purposes. The council 
instead decided to utilize the same 
equipment that the town police use 
for sur veillance after being told that 
it would be easier to operate and cost 
less.

Now, after never using the original 
equipment, town council president 
Kenny Garrett contacted a representa-
tive from B&H Production System, the 
company where the equipment was pur-
chased, about a return and refund. The 
response was that since the purchase is 

Hanover seeking way to recoup 
costs of unused video equipment

OFFICIaLLy sWORN
Above: Jefferson County’s Republican elected officials took their oaths of office on 
Wednesday including (from left): Front — Jeff Rampy, Madison Township Advisory 

Board; Ray Black Jr., County Council District 3; Angela Sims, Republican Township 
Trustee; Nora Proffet, Saluda Township Advisory Board; Amanda Roselle, County 
Assessor; Heather Huff, County Auditor; Ray Denning, County Council District 1; 

Doug Harrell, Lancaster Township Trustee; and Lawrence Mikesell, Smyrna Town-
ship Trustee; Back — Dwayne May, County Council District 4; Chad Wehner, Milton 

Township Trustee; Andy Crozier, Monroe Township Trustee; Cory Thomas, Saluda 
Township Trustee; Coby Cloud, Hanover Clerk-Treasurer; Greg Sanders, Hanover 
Township Advisory Board; Tyler Proffet, Saluda Township Advisory Board; Chris 

Shelton, County Council District 2; Kevin Fry, Madison Township Trustee; Ben Flint, 
County Sheriff; and Ron Lee, County Commissioner for Upper District.

Right: Jefferson County Prosecutor David Sutter took his oath of office Wednes-
day with Circuit Court Judge D.J. Mote presiding. Sutter is pictured with his family 
— daughter Hattie (held by Sutter), wife Kate (holding son Henry) and son Nolan 
(front) — and Mote. Sutter was the only Democrat sworn into office Wednesday. 

Other Democrats will conduct their ceremony at noon Saturday at the Spencer J. 
Schnaitter Jefferson County Democrat Headquarters.
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