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Elections

Commission

A number of 
Democrats in the state 
Senate are calling for 
Robert Spindell Jr.’s 
appointment to 
be rescinded

LOCAL&STATE. A3

LACRUE BUILDING
Microsoft cuts

Tech giant slashes 10K jobs in response 
to ‘macroeconomic conditions’

NATION&WORLD. A8

Consumer finances

Americans cut back on spending 
for a second straight month in Dec.

NATION&WORLD. A8

ON RELATIONSHIPS
Father’s death creates strong bond
among new UW QB’s family
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 Enrollment in Wisconsin’s tra-
ditional public schools has con-
tinued to decline since the start 
of the pandemic.

There isn’t a single answer as 
to where students are going and 
why. A nationwide declining birth 
rate and changing trends in where 
families live are big contributors.

But there’s clearly a grow-
ing appetite in Wisconsin for 
more alternative schooling, 
including charter schools and 
home-schooling. 

Ten new independent charter 
schools have opened across the 
state since 2019, with 35 options 
now available. Other options that 
break the traditional mold have 
also sprouted, from a new forest 
school in La Farge to an expand-
ing campus at Madison’s private 
Hickory Hill Academy.

“From what I’ve seen, the pan-
demic has had an impact where 

parents kind of got a fi rsthand 
look into their children’s experi-
ence in the classroom and prob-
ably got a better sense for what 
they’re learning and really digging 
into that,” said Marisa Palmer, a 
lecturer in UW-Madison’s School 
of Business and a mom who just 
launched an Acton Academy mi-
croschool in Madison.

The pandemic “jolted” parents 
out of normalcy, said Johanna 
Schmidt, director of enrollment 
and marketing at Wingra School, 
a longtime progressive private 
school in Madison. Schmidt also 
is a mom of two Wingra students.

“Everyone was just going ahead 
and doing their things, your kids 
went to public school, and then all 

of a sudden they’re at home,” she 
said. “And they’re at home do-
ing virtual learning and perhaps 
you’re hearing more or seeing 
more or more involved, just be-
cause you have to be as a parent 
because you’re sitting right there 
with them.”

Inside the numbers 
Enrollment in Wisconsin pub-

lic schools dropped again this 
year, in keeping with a pandem-
ic-era historic decline from which 
public schools have yet to recover.

More families have been opt-
ing for alternative schooling for 
years, but interest has recently 
increased.

From fall 2021 to fall 2022, 
headcounts in public schools 
declined 0.85%, while the head-
count in independent charter 
schools increased 4.5%, accord-
ing to the Wisconsin Department 
of Public Instruction. Enrollment 
in the state’s four private school 
parental choice programs, which 
allow students to attend a pri-
vate school using state aid, rose 
by 6.7%.

MALAK HARB 

Associated Press 

BROVARY, Ukraine — A heli-
copter carrying Ukraine’s inte-
rior minister crashed into a kin-
dergarten in a foggy residential 
suburb of Kyiv on Wednesday, 
killing him and about a dozen 
other people, including a child 
on the ground, authorities said. 

Interior Minister Denys 
Monastyrskyi, who oversaw the 
country’s police and emergency 
services, is the most senior offi  -
cial killed since Russia invaded 
nearly 11 months ago. His death, 
along with the rest of his min-
istry’s leadership and the entire 
helicopter crew, was the second 
major calamity in four days to 
befall Ukraine, after a Russian 
missile struck an apartment 
building in the southeastern 
city of Dnipro, killing dozens of 
civilians.

Parents crave choices
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Instructor Eamon Montgomery reads to students at Acton Academy, a new microschool that opened in Madison just two weeks ago. It’s among 
the growing number of alternative schooling options for families since the start of the pandemic.

Interior 
minister 
killed in 
air crash
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Underused commercial prop-
erties and businesses that rely on 
customers who arrive by car will 

be the main targets of redevelop-
ment under new zoning changes 
the Madison City Council ap-
proved late Tuesday.

The council voted 14-5 to ap-
prove the changes, which are in-
tended to encourage higher-den-
sity development closer to the 
city’s future revamped transit 
system. The council created a 
transit-oriented development, 

or TOD, overlay district within a 
quarter-mile of bus rapid transit 
routes, the latest policy aimed 
at making Madison more pedes-
trian- and transit-friendly and 
encouraging new housing and 
redevelopment. 

An overlay district modifi es 
the rules within an existing zon-
ing district, in this case to allow 
for increased housing density, re-

duced parking requirements and 
greater access to public transpor-
tation.

As Madison’s grows, the city 
will see more development of 
vacant or underused properties 
within the new overlay district 
and Downtown said Heather 
Stouder, the city’s planning di-
vision director. “The overarch-
ing point of the TOD overlay is to 

make this type of redevelopment 
easier,” she said.

But during the council’s Tues-
day night meeting, debate over the 
overlay district focused little on 
its hoped-for benefi ts and instead 
circled around its impact on his-
toric districts and neighborhoods 
with single-family homes. 

Overlay district OK’d

MICHAEL OLLOVE
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In her early 20s, Karisa Hunt 
learned the hard lesson of what 
happens when someone rations 
life-preserving medication.

Hunt was diagnosed with 
Type 1 diabetes as a 4-year-
old and has been on insulin 
since then to help control her 
blood sugar levels. But while 
in college and feeling guilty 
for saddling her parents with 
high copays for the insulin, she 
started lowering her prescribed 
dosage. “It was a little less here, 
a little less there,” she recalled 
recently. 

More states 
work to cap 
insulin costs
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Changes aim to boost 

development near 

new transit system
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Proponents of less 

traditional methods 

seeing more interest

Just four students are currently enrolled in a new Madison microschool called 
Acton Academy, but the independent elementary school hopes to eventually 
grow to up to 100 students and expand to off er middle and high school.

UKRAINE

At least 14 dead 

after helicopter 

hit kindergarten
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