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The king of

the fish fries

He’s visited some

500 restaurants and

taverns, and written

about 1,500 reviews

for his website
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ALL IN THE FAMILY
Adrienne Kirch, two sisters 
hope to repeat mother’s  success 
with McFarland at state tournament
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The cup runneth over
with possibilities 

LOCAL&STATE. A3

CHRIS RICKERT

crickert@madison.com 

In keeping with a 2020 ordi-
nance change that further legal-
ized small amounts of marijuana, 
Madison’s municipal court on 
Wednesday retroactively dis-
missed 282 city tickets for pot 
possession and the city will begin 
refunding fi nes to those who’d 
paid them.

All the tickets had been is-
sued between Feb. 1, 2019, and 
Dec. 4, 2020, under an old city 
ordinance that generally made 
possession in public subject to a 
$50 fi ne, plus court costs, bring-
ing the fi nal bill up to $124, ac-
cording to court administrator 
Christie Zamber. 

The time frame was chosen 
because it corresponds to when 
the municipal court put in place 
a new information management 
system — allowing city offi  cials 
to more easily locate the tickets 
— and when the new ordinance 
went into eff ect.

With some exceptions, the 
new ordinance allows people 
18 years old and older to have 
up to an ounce of marijuana or 
marijuana-derived products on 
public property or on private 
property, such as an apartment, 
if the property owner is OK with 
it. Pot remains illegal under state 
and federal law, but the Dane 
County District Attorney’s offi  ce 
and Madison police have indi-
cated they are not interested in 
bringing charges against adults 
for recreational marijuana use. 

Municipal tickets cannot be 
expunged, and the new ordi-
nance did not contain a provi-
sion for retroactively dismiss-
ing tickets issued under the old 
ordinance. But the lead author 
of the new ordinance, Ald. Mike 
Verveer, 4th District, had made 
clear that if it passed, he was 
interested in giving people con-
victed under the old ordinance 
some relief. 

“The ordinance change goes a 
long way to promote equity in the 
city by decriminalizing the pos-
session of small amounts of can-
nabis,” Verveer said. “I applaud 
the eff orts of the Municipal 

OLIVIA HERKEN
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When Patanne Coff ey fi rst got 
the call in 2021 that a hidden cam-
era had been discovered in a room 
that disabled students, including 
her daughter Ariannea, used often 
to change at East High School, she 
cried.

As a mother, she wanted to 
know more. She felt disgusted, 

betrayed and hurt.
“I didn’t really know what hap-

pened and wasn’t given really any 
information right at the time ex-
cept for there was a camera found 
in the changing room,” Coff ey 
said.

The cameras had been placed 
inside hollowed-out smoke de-
tectors in an attempt to catch a 
janitor sleeping on the job. The 
cameras were placed in a coaches’ 
offi  ce and in a room where stu-
dents with disabilities are often 
changed. Madison police found 
no crime had been committed, and 
the district has hired a law fi rm to 

investigate the matter internally.
But Coff ey wanted more an-

swers. 
To fi nd those, Coff ey and an-

other parent, with the help of 
a lawyer, fi led an open records 
request in March 2021 with the 
Madison School District, asking 
for the video footage and a wide 
range of other records relating to 
the discovery of the cameras.

State law requires public enti-
ties, like city governments, pol-
iticians and school districts, to 
release public records when re-
quested “as soon as practicable 
and without delay.” There is no 

set timeframe, but the Wiscon-
sin Department of Justice says 
that 10 working days is generally 
a “reasonable” amount of time 
for responding to simple requests, 
though more complex requests 
may take longer.

The school district didn’t re-
spond to Coff ey’s request for more 
than three months. In July 2021, 
the district said it couldn’t fulfi ll 
the request because the district 
didn’t have some of the records 
and that attorney-client privilege 
protected the rest.

Delays lead to frustration

JOHN HART, STATE JOURNAL 

Patanne Coff ey is still waiting to see if she’ll get records from the Madison School District relating to the discovery of hidden cameras in a room 
that disabled students, including her daughter Ariannea, used often to change at East High School.

282 old 
tickets 
for pot 
cleared
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More than 1.6 million Wiscon-
sin residents on BadgerCare Plus 
or other types of Medicaid will 
need to renew their coverage in 
the coming months to see if they 
still qualify, a process put on hold 
during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Households will get letters this 
month or next month telling them 
when they will need to renew, 
which will happen in a staggered 
process between June of this year 
and May 2024. Additional materi-
als will arrive 45 days before each 
household’s renewal date to begin 
the process.

When the pandemic started 
in early 2020, federal offi  cials 
let people stay on Medicaid, the 
state-federal program for people 

with low incomes, even if their 
incomes rose or they otherwise 
became ineligible. 

With the COVID-19 federal 
health emergencies scheduled 
to end May 11, people no longer 
eligible for Medicaid around the 
country will lose coverage over the 
coming year.

Wisconsin has seen Badger-
Care enrollment increase 49% 
since March 2020, with 1.2 million 
residents now in the state’s main 

Medicaid program. An estimated 
309,000 people are expected to 
lose coverage by June 2024, ac-
cording to a report in December 
from the Urban Institute and the 
Robert Wood Johnson Founda-
tion.

Most of those people now have 
incomes that exceed 100% of the 
federal poverty level or 300% for 
pregnant women and children, 
the state Medicaid cutoff s that 
depend on family size. Or they 

now have access to employer in-
surance. 

Many of the people losing cov-
erage should be able to get insur-
ance through their jobs, on the 
federal marketplace or by aging 
into Medicare, experts say. But the 
state’s estimated ranks of about 
248,000 uninsured people is ex-
pected to grow to nearly 298,000, 
the Urban League report said.

1.6M must renew coverage

MITCHELL SCHMIDT

mschmidt@madison.com 

The state Assembly violated 
Wisconsin public records law 
when it initially denied records 
requests from several news out-
lets seeking copies of a sexual 

h a r a s s m e n t 
complaint filed 
against a former 
state lawmaker, 
a Wisconsin ap-
peals court ruled 
Thursday.

The case re-
lates to open re-
cords requests 

filed in 2019 by the Wisconsin 

State Journal, The Associated 
Press, The Capital Times, the 
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel 
and open records advocate Jon-
athan Anderson seeking copies 
of a complaint a legislative aide 
filed against then-state Rep. 
Staush Gruszynski, D-Green 
Bay. 

Former Assembly Chief Clerk 
Pat Fuller, who had denied a 

December 2019 open records 
request, later released redacted 
copies of the complaint to the 
outlets’ attorneys in August 
2020, a day after Gruszynski 
lost his seat in a primary and 
after the legislative aide pro-
vided more details to The Cap-
ital Times about the incident.

Appeals court: Assembly broke law

MEDICAID | EMERGENCY ENDS MAY 11

Pandemic pause for 

paperwork ends soon
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District blames slow 

response on staffi  ng 

woes, more requests
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Should have shared 

harassment complaint

Gruszynski
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