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Those of you that haven't had the pleasure of peeking
behind the scenes of our state agencies like DNR, Health
and Family Services, etc...need to know how some of the
most far-reaching policies come down on our heads.

The most crushing/controversial rules that businesses have to follow in our
state are--most times--done through the "rule making process" of our state
agencies. Without bogging everyone down with some really boring procedure
talk, suffice it to say that many of these great ideas (sarcasm) come from deep
inside the agencies and tend to be reflections of that agency's culture.

For example, people who go to work for the DNR's land, waste, and water
bureaus tend to be anti-development, anti-transportation, and pro-garter
snakes, karner blue butterflies, etc...This is in their nature; their make-up and
DNA. So, since they're unelected bureaucrats who have only their cubicle
walls to bounce ideas off of, they tend to come up with some pretty
outrageous stuff that those of us in the real world have to contend with.

| could go on and on with examples of some of the most ridiculous stuff I've
seen come down the pike, (no pun intended), but for the purposes of this post,
| am going to pull out a quote from the Legislative Fiscal Bureau's summary
report on the outcome of the "budget negotiations" that legislative democrats
had with each other. (Note: | said with "each other." There were no republican
ideas or motions accepted AT ALL during the Conference Committee process.
No surprise there.)

When an agency sees an urgent need--example would be Chronic Wasting
Disease management plans--they're allowed to implement an Emergency
Rule. Understandable, since these ideas get an urgent run through the Joint
Committee to Review Administrative Rules (affectionately known as JCRAR)
without much public notice or scrutiny. The process is there to address
emergencies ONLY.

Well, sometimes agencies try to use this process as an end-around the
legislative process to implement Rules, which end up having the same affect
as Laws. (Those of you who have piers in lakes or culverts at the end of your
driveways have probaby experienced these Rules.)
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