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5 TOP MISTAKES TO AVOID WHEN  
BUYING REPLACEMENT WINDOWS 

It is said that making mistakes is normal and at times okay because it’s through them that people learn. However, there is no 
room for mistakes when it comes to major investments for your home. To ensure you do not waste money, we have created  
a list of the top mistakes to avoid when purchasing new windows.

1 CHOOSING & INSTALLING  
IMPROPERLY SIZED WINDOWS 

This is one of the risks when you decide to buy ready-made replace-
ment windows. In other cases, some window contractors don’t get 

your frame’s specifications 
before installation because 
they use pre-made sets. 
Some might fit but still 
have gaps. It is critical that 
windows are measured and 
ordered to the 1/8 inch for 
proper sealing and fit.

2 CONSIDERING ONLY  
THE INITIAL COST

While thinking about the cost of the window you’re going to purchase, 
it’s important to note that buying replacement windows is also a form 
of investment. Depending on the material you will choose, the cost 
for maintenance, cleaning, and painting will be needed in the future. 

Always consider the type of material such as vinyl, wood/clad, or 
fiberglass, which have varying benefits. Additionally, windows can be 
installed into your old frames or with all new frames and casing. Be 
sure to understand both methods to see which is best for your home.

3 TAKING MAINTENANCE  
FOR GRANTED 

Maintenance prolongs your windows’ lifespan so that they will 
remain in mint condition. If 
you buy replacement win-
dows, performing continuous 
maintenance is an easy way to 
boost the resale value of the 
windows, depending on how 
well you were able to take care 
of them. Maintenance cost 

and requirements vary, depending on the material of your windows. 
Fiberglass windows have been found to require the least amount of 
maintenance compared to other options.

4 IGNORING 
SECURITY

While it is the window’s job 
to provide you with a view, 
it should also keep you 
safe and secure, serving as 
a line of defense, while you 
are inside the house. Prior 
to buying a replacement 
window, it’s important to talk with a professional and inspect it to 
ensure it’s strong enough to stop intruders from entering the living 
space. Some windows have optional Window Opening Control 
Devices to limit operation for added safety and security. 

5 HIRING THE WRONG INSTALLER
Hiring a qualified expert to perform reliable window installation 
services is critical to prevent mistakes. Even the best window 
if installed improperly could lead to air and water leaks.  
It is very important to check the reputation of your installer 
online, look at references, and ensure they are properly trained for  
window replacement.

WINDOW INSTALLATION & REPLACEMENT SERVICES
You don’t have to make mistakes. When it comes to replacement windows, hiring a window installer contractor with the necessary 

training and certifications like us at NEXT Door & Window can ensure that you will get the best products and installation practices 
for your home. Give our team a call by phone at (608) 949-1035 to schedule an in-home appointment with a  

Design and Energy Expert to get your projects started as soon as possible. We’re here to help.


