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DIBOLL HIGH SCHOOLCORONAVIRUS

By GRACE JUAREZ

The Lufkin Daily News

Andre Emmons has been named head 
principal of Diboll High School after 15 
years in education.

Emmons has spent time as a classroom 
teacher, coach, testing coordinator, athletic 
coordinator and assistant principal at Diboll 
High School.

“As the principal of Diboll High School, I 
look forward to the opportunity to serve the 
students and staff, as well as the community 
of Diboll,” Emmons said. “As Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. stated, ‘Everyone can be 
great because everyone can serve.’”

He earned a Bachelor of Arts in sociology 
from the University of North Texas, a Mas-
ter of Education in educational leadership 
from Stephen F. Austin State University and 
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Andre Emmons, his wife, Annysue 

Emmons, and their sons, AJ and Alex.

SEE EMMONS, PAGE 4A

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

W
hile nothing good can 
be said about COVID-19 
itself, it has served as a 

reminder for many to look to their 
community for the small and 
happy moments.

Many Lufkin parents have 
been working from home for their 
own safety and to keep an eye on 
young kids, especially after the 
schools shut down when the virus 
first began growing in Lufkin. 
In an attempt to provide some 
entertainment, many households 
across town began putting out 

teddy bears so the kids could “go 
on a bear hunt” while out on their 
regular — and much needed — 
walks.

Kathy Riley didn’t realize how 
big of a hit her Bear would be 
when she first started. She was 
just doing it to be a part of the 
community and to give the kids 

something fun to look forward to.
Now, Bear, his family and even 

his little girlfriend Betsie are pro-
viding some comfort and delight 
as they move through their little 
lives that are played out on Riley’s 
front lawn.

Lufkin woman boosts spirits during pandemic by providing 
‘bear hunt’ in her yard for kids to enjoy during daily walks

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

Bear, his family and even his little girlfriend Betsie are providing 

some comfort and delight as they move through their little lives that 

are played out on Kathy Riley’s front lawn.

Grin and bear it

SEE BEAR, PAGE 4A

CORONAVIRUS

EDITOR’S NOTE: This is the second in an 
occasional series about how East Texans have 
begun to adopt self-sufficient practices in the 
midst of the coronavirus pandemic 

By GRACE JUAREZ

The Lufkin Daily News

M
any people in Angelina County 
and around the world have become 
interested in self-sustainment after 

the coronavirus pandemic put a hold on 
many aspects of modern life.

The Texas A&M AgriLife Extension 
Agency created a Backyard Basics initia-
tive to reintroduce Texans to practices used 
for centuries to sustain individuals and 
families.

“Now that people are spending more time 
at home and dealing with shortages of foods 
like eggs and fresh vegetables, they are see-
ing how some time-tested practices of our 
forebearers can help them manage these and 
other challenges,” said Todd Swift, regional 
program leader for the Texas A&M Uni-
versity AgriLife Extension’s South Region. 
“People can improve their food security and 
overall quality of life by using these prac-
tices to get more personal control over their 
lives, especially during more difficult times.”

Local feed stores said they have witnessed 
quite a rise in the number of people who are 
buying chickens and supplies for coops.

Kathy Evans with Tractor Supply in 

Backyard animal market explodes in self-sufficiency boom
Glenda Merrell, 

left, said that 

though the 

pandemic is 

serious, it has 

been cool for the 

family to come 

together and do 

things they never 

had time for. Her 

daughter, Cullen 

Merrell, and son, 

Chase Merrell, 

help corral their 

ducks into a 

wading pool.
JOEL ANDREWS/The 
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