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Their cup  
runneth over
Buck’s Cup of Joe
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COMING SUNDAY

Parade
Mandy Moore:

‘The older I
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Lights!

TODAY’S WEATHER  HIGH  91  LOW  65  | FRONT DESK 632-6631  |  Volume 114, No. 199, 12 Pages |  Winner of the Pulitzer Prize for meritorious public service    © THE LUFKIN DAILY NEWS

LUFKINDAILYNEWS.COM $2.00

THE LUFKIN DAILY NEWS
FRIDAY, AUGUST 21, 2020

CORONAVIRUS

By GRACE JUAREZ

The Lufkin Daily News

Hudson ISD and Piney-
woods Community Academy 
have announced the presence 
of COVID-19 on campus.

PCA notified parents that a 
staff  member had tested posi-
tive for COVID-19 on Aug. 5, 

and Hudson ISD notified par-
ents Thursday that a student 
tested positive for COVID-19 
after the start of school on 
Monday.

“School districts are re-
quired to notify parents and 
staff  members of a campus/
department when they re-
ceive notice of a positive 

COVID-19 result,” an email 
from Hudson Superintendent 
Donny Webb states. “These 
notices will go out in the form 
of an email, such as this one.”

Webb states in the email 
that it is “almost certain” par-
ents will periodically receive a 

By STACY FAISON

The Lufkin Daily News

The Angelina County & Cities Health Dis-
trict said late Thursday that of the 1,953 posi-
tive COVID-19 tests it and the Texas Depart-
ment of State Health Services are reporting 
for Angelina County, 1,769 of those are cases 
from which patients have recovered from 
the virus.

The total number of positive cases in An-
gelina County is 2,388, including cases from 
the Diboll Prison Unit and the Rufus H. Dun-
can Geriatric Prison Facility in Diboll.

With updates from the Texas Department 
of Criminal Justice, the total number of ac-
tive cases is 204 — down from 1,060 active 
cases as of 5 p.m. Wednesday.

Health district reports 
1,769 case recoveries

Schools announce 
presence of COVID

HUNTINGTON SCHOOLS LAWSUIT

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

HUNTINGTON — Huntington Elementary 
School was teeming with children for the first time 
since March on Thursday.

Most of the older students marched one-by-one 
into the elementary school at the front entrance 
while the younger students were escorted by par-
ents through the side.

“We’ve got to step on each square,” one mom said 
to her son, holding him back from bolting into the 
building as they stepped into green taped squares.

Five-year-old Bailey Scarber danced by her mom, 
Kim, while she waited for her chance to enter the 
school. She was so ready for school and was super 
excited to learn, she said.

She figured the best part was going to be gym 
class. She was decked in colorful active clothes and 
tennis shoes so she’d be ready.

“Or math class,” she said. “I like all of the stud-
ies that is in a school, but I’ve never been to school 
before.”

Her big brother has already been going to school 
and he taught her lots before her first day so she’d 
be ready.

“He teached me even how to fight — with swords,” 
she said. “Like two swords.”

She was also super proud of knowing her ABCs.
“Q, R, S, T, U, V, W, Y, U, X, Y and Z,” she sang. 

“Next time won’t you sing with me?”
Coy, 5, was there with his mom Courtnie Phillips 

waiting to meet Mrs. Powers, his teacher. He’s been 
getting ready all summer for this. He was most ex-
cited to learn math.

Stephanie Forrest had two sons starting school 
Thursday. She was there with Kayden, who was 
starting his first day of pre-k, and her daughter 
Mikayla, who was sad because she wasn’t quite old 
enough to start yet but still toted a Frozen-themed 
backpack. Forrest’s oldest, Zain, is in eighth grade.

“I have been a little concerned, but I can’t keep 
my kids from living life, having a life,” she said. 

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

Mark Anthony Smith filed a 
lawsuit against Angelina Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office deputies Rod-
ney Nash and Tyler Due and for-
mer deputy Brandon Rainwater 
on Thursday.

Rainwater resigned from his 
position at the sheriff’s office on 
Monday.

Smith brought the action 
against the deputies in response 
an incident on April 4 in which 
the three were dispatched to 
Smith’s residence in response 
to a call made by Smith’s girl-
friend, Dawn Cummings.

Smith was unarmed when 
deputies arrived and saw him in 
his driveway, the lawsuit states. 
The deputies parked approxi-
mately 100 feet from where he 
was standing and immediately 
charged Smith with rifles drawn 
and pointed at Smith, the suit 
states.

“Plaintiff  was not resisting ar-
rest; nonetheless, Deputy Nash 
struck Plaintiff  in the head mul-
tiple times with the stock of his 
service rifle,” the lawsuit states. 
“Forceful strikes to the head 
with a substantial blunt object 
such as these are deadly force, 
as admitted by Angelina County 
in its use of force review regard-
ing this incident.”

Smith did not do anything 
that could be construed as a use 

Arrestee 
suing 3 
deputies

Elementary 
abuzz with 
excitement  
on first day

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

Coy Phillips, 5, nervously waits with his mom Courtnie to meet his teacher this year at Huntington 

Elementary School Thursday morning. For more photos from the first day of school, visit 

LufkinDailyNews.com and click on this article. MARK DAVID SMITH

 ■ Diboll students start fall  

semester with masked smiles.                                           Page 6A

More online
To view a video from the first 

day of school at Huntington 

Elementary, visit LufkinDailyNews.

com and click on this article.
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