
SPORTS

Steamrolling to state
The Lufkin 11U All-Stars have already picked 

up district and section titles while rolling to 

an undefeated record. Lufkin will look to add 

a state title to its ledger this morning as it 

plays for the Texas East state championship 

at Tyler’s Faulkner Park. 
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GOOD COOKING

Smashing  
     success
There are times when it’s so hot and 

humid outside that the last place

     you want to be is standing over

        a hot grill. Those nights, when 

you’re still craving a burger, why 

not cook it in a skillet? PAGE 5A
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By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

Zone change proposals for 
various properties across 
Lufkin sparked debate at 
Tuesday’s Lufkin City Council 
meeting.

The city did not hold a 

meeting in early July, which 
is the council’s standard pro-
cedure due to it usually fall-
ing around the July 4 holiday, 
but the Planning & Zoning 
Commission did. As such, the 
council was faced with sev-
eral requests for zone changes 
throughout the community — 

some of which caused conten-
tion between the landowners 
and neighboring properties.

Among those, members of  
the Mantooth Street neighbor-
hood, which sits directly be-
hind Frank Avenue, strongly 
opposed a zone change at 718 
W. Frank Ave.

The property is in a trust 
owned by the Wade family 
and represented by Southside 
Bank. The family sought to 
change the zoning to “local 
business” to make it more 
marketable to potential buy-
ers. The other properties 
along Frank Avenue follow 

this same zoning if  they are 
not taken up by hospital space.

The family is looking for 
consistent zoning down Frank 
Avenue that is in line with the 
city’s comprehensive plan and 
future outlooks.

Jack Wade III pointed to 
his family’s history with the 

property; they purchased it 
decades ago, and in the 1960s, 
the state took 12 feet of the 
property to expand Frank Av-
enue. This “opened the door 
for the industrial institutional 
thoroughfare,” he said.

By KAYLEY FRAZE

The Lufkin Daily News

Members of Mount Olive Bap-
tist Church are looking for some 
divine intervention to help re-
place the facility’s roof, which is 
currently warped due to old age.

Robert Jones, pastor of First 
Baptist Moscow in Polk Coun-
ty, said he received a call from 

church member Walter Pride 
a week ago, as Jones also per-
forms mission work and helps 
churches with repairs. Jones 
then visited the church on Cot-
ton Belt Street to see its needs 
and said he felt called to help 
them. The roof is about 60 years 
old, he thinks, and the church 
needs a new one.

“The church is a small 

congregation and does not 
have the means monetarily to 
do what is necessary to replace 
the roof,” he said. “The ceiling 
and walls at the backside of the 
building have failed inside. If  the 
roof does not receive immediate 
attention and the rain contin-
ues, the building will be lost.”

By KAYLEY FRAZE

The Lufkin Daily News

East Texas Community Health Ser-
vices invited the community to see its 
new clinic at 1717 Sayers St. Tuesday 
morning during its grand opening.

The ceremony began with a short 

introductory program, followed by a 
ribbon-cutting and tours of the facil-
ity.

The clinic has 13 medical exam 
rooms and six dental offices, not in-
cluding labs and pharmacy services.

The facility will offer primary 
medical care, such as family and 

general practice, pediatrics, wom-
en’s health, internal medicine and 
dental care. The clinic also offers 
behavioral health and has a licensed 
professional counselor that comes in 
one day a week.

Anita Humphreys, CEO of East 
Texas Community Health Services, 

said the process to build the location 
has been ongoing since 2016.

“This project has been a long time 
in the making,” she said. “And we 
are so thankful to all of you who par-
ticipated in its development.”

Mount Olive Baptist on mission 
to replace its 60-year-old roof

Walter 

Pride, left, 

and pastor 

Archie 

Overshine 

stand in 

one of 

the many 

rooms 

with 

damage to 

the ceiling 

and roof at 

Mt. Olive 

Baptist 

Church.
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By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

The first Ange-
lina County felony 
jury trial in more 
than a year was 
stopped Tuesday 
when defendant 
Billy Ray Pegues 
told the court he 
wished to fire his 
attorney, John 
Reeves.

State District Judge Bob Insel-
mann told Pegues he hopes he will 
reconsider by the time court re-
sumes at 9 a.m. today — otherwise, 
Pegues will represent himself.

Pegues is accused of robbing the 
Whataburger on Timberland Drive 
in the wee hours of Aug. 19, 2019. He 
was indicted in October that year 
and pleaded not guilty to the charg-
es Lufkin police filed against him.

At approximately 3 a.m., ca-
shiers Misty Wlazlinski and Albert 
Sanchez were working alone at the 
restaurant. It had been a fairly slow 
day, each told the court in separate 
testimonies on Tuesday, and they 
used the time to catch up on stuff in 
the back.

Wlazlinski worked the 11 p.m. to 
7 a.m. shift so she could ensure her 
children were cared for.

She heard a voice while working 
in the back, asking for service. She 
knew where it was coming from 
and walked up to the front counter.

New East Texas Community Health Services clinic offers medical, 
dental and behavioral health care, labs and pharmacy services

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

Anita Humphreys, CEO, right, speaks to visitors at the grand opening of the East Texas Community Health Services facility at 1717 Sayers St. 

Tuesday morning.
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