
RIGHT TIME. RIGHT CHOICE.

April19th-27th•LufkinParks&RecreationCenter
 516MontroseAve.

EARLY VOTING STARTS APRIL 19th!

LAST DAY TO VOTE MAY 1st!
LearnMoreatHicksForMayor.comPaid for by Mark Hicks for Mayor
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Flores named  
16-5A MVP
Luis Flores did it all for the  

Lufkin Panthers in three

years in the program. Fittingly,

he was named the District

16-5A MVP in voting that was

recently announced. PAGE 1B
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Fighting COVID-19
■ Wear a mask.

■ Practice social 

distancing.

■ Get a 

COVID-19 

vaccination.

■ Online registration  

at etxcovidvaccine.com or call 630-8500.

POLITICS

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

Lufkin residents will decide 
their new mayor over the next 
two weeks after early voting 
kicks off  Monday.

Current Mayor Bob Brown 
has served the community in 
this capacity for 12 years. In 
that time, he has led the city 
through some of its hardest 
times and as it has grown 
from those times. He with-
drew his bid for reelection 
during the State of the City 
address in February.

Running for his position 
are current City Councilman 
Mark Hicks, Don Langston 
and Roshin Rowjee.

Candidates were asked 
by The Lufkin Daily News 
to share information about 
themselves and their plat-
forms. They were each given 
a maximum of 750 words to 
answer. Their responses are 
listed in alphabetical order.

Q: What qualities make 
you the best city council 
candidate for Lufkin?

Hicks: I am a problem 
solver. When I see a need, I 
work to find a solution. As a 
business owner with multiple 
ongoing businesses in Lufkin, 
I work in this community 

every day. I truly understand 
the issues we are facing on a 
daily basis. 
Having a 
young family, 
I understand 
the needs and 
desires of our 
future gen-
eration. When 
we faced 
a citywide 
water outage, 
I immediately 
recognized we 
had a serious 
problem. 
Through a 
collaborative 
effort, we took 
this chal-
lenge head-on 
and saw it 
through to the 
end.

Sound 
business 
judgment is 
an absolute 
necessity as 
we look to 
the future of  
Lufkin. We 
need a mayor 
that is willing 
to take on the hard choices 

ROWJEE

LANGSTON

HICKS

Q A&

Q A&

with the 
candidates for 
Lufkin mayor

with the 
candidates  
for Lufkin 
school board

The Lufkin Daily News

Four candidates are 
running for three at-large 
positions on the Lufkin school 
district’s board of trustees.

Election Day is May 1.
Incumbents Hall Hender-

son, Matt Knight and Scott 
Skelton filed for reelection. 
They are being challenged by 
Delphina Hadnot Maxie.

Candidates were asked 
by The Lufkin Daily News 
to share information about 
themselves and their plat-
forms. Their responses are 
listed in alphabetical order.

1. What qualities make 
you the best trustee candi-
date for school board?

Henderson: Dating back 
to my time playing basketball 
as a Panther at Lufkin Middle 
School and Lufkin High 
School, I’ve spent my entire 
life on teams. I’m an excellent 
teammate, and I understand 
the importance of recogniz-
ing your role and doing it 
well. My time on the board 
has allowed me to identify the 
many strengths of my col-
leagues (team), to listen and 

LAW ENFORCEMENT

ENTERTAINMENT

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

One in three adolescents in the U.S. is 
a victim of physical, sexual, emotional 
or verbal abuse from a dating partner. 
One in three Texans will experience do-
mestic violence in their lifetime.

One in 10 high school students has 
been purposefully hit, slapped or physi-

cally hurt by a dating partner.
Young women between 16 and 24 years 

old face the highest rate of sexual as-
sault.

And Hudson ISD police officer Kris-
ten Henley is teaching young women at 
Hudson High School how to recognize 
it, handle it and to report it when it hap-
pens.

“I left the county back in 2018 and 

came out here to be a school officer,” 
Henley said. “And all of a sudden, high 
school females wanted to talk to a female 
cop.”

Though Henley was stationed with 
the young students at Peavy Primary 
School, young women began crying out 
for her help. Those women had been 

Hudson ISD officer makes 
sexual assault fight personal

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

Officer Kristen Henley, left, demonstrates a method to gain the upper hand against an attacker while speaking to seniors 

at Hudson High School about the necessity of being prepared to defend themselves.

By LESLIE NEMEC

The Lufkin Daily News

The Angelina Benefit Rodeo is 
set to bring “The Greatest Show 
on Dirt” to Lufkin’s George H. 
Henderson Jr. Exposition Cen-
ter April 21-24.

“The Angelina County Ben-
efit Rodeo will have the dedica-
tion of the Lions Clubs mem-
bers that volunteer their time to 
make this show the best at a cost 
that’s affordable to everyone,” 
Jeff  Harkness, 2021 Lufkin Host 
Lions Club president, said.

“This rodeo is one of a kind,’’ 
he said. ‘‘The proceeds go right 
back into the community, like 

the Lufkin State Supported Liv-
ing Center, the community food 
drive and the Communities Cin-
co de Mayo, to name a few. It’s an 
honor that we can bring this to 
the community.”

Proceeds from previous rode-
os have helped the Lufkin State 
Supported Living Center build 
a new pavilion and restroom for 
the residents, as well as provid-
ing digital X-ray equipment so 
that the residents can have X-
rays onsite.

Before every benefit rodeo, 
the Lufkin State Supported Liv-
ing Center chooses a resident to 

Angelina Benefit Rodeo 
set to mosey into town

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News file photo

Ryan Shanklin, of Rocksprings, is tossed in the air 

during the bull riding event at the Angelina Benefit 

Rodeo at George H. Henderson Jr. Exposition Center.
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