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COMING FRIDAY

Charm
Look for your copy 

of the June issue of 

Charm magazine 

inside copies of 

Friday’s edition of The 

Lufkin Daily News.

COMING SUNDAY: 2020’s Best of Lufkin ballot

COMING SUNDAY

Graduation 2020
Look for our annual special  

section highlighting Angelina County’s 

Class of 2020 in Sunday’s edition.

COMING SUNDAY

Parade
Check out the 

Parade magazine’s 

Summer 

Entertainment 

Guide in Sunday’s 

edition.
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ANGELINA COUNTY

CORONAVIRUSBUSINESS

KEITH WRIGHT

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

Tuesday’s Angelina County 
Commissioners Court meet-
ing served as a small-scale 
public conversation on the 
current road system and em-
phasized a community appe-
tite for change.

However, the type and scale 
of change required is up for 
debate.

Commissioners approved 

an engagement agreement 
with Bracewell LLP to begin 
discussions regarding a poten-
tial $5.88 million tax note that 
would be used to purchase ma-
terials needed to fix more than 
155 miles of roads. County 
Judge Don Lymbery opposed 
this motion.

Each commissioner has 
presented a three-year plan 
detailing the road repairs and 
what materials are needed for 
repairs.

■ Precinct 1 asked for 
$1,841,560.50 to repair 71.5 
miles of roads.

■ Precinct 2 asked for 
$716,150 to repair 15.8 miles of  
roads.

■ Precinct 3 asked for 
$1,590,693.95 to repair 37 miles 
of roads.

■ Precinct 4 asked for 
$1,730,900.50 to repair 31.30 
miles of roads.

“What we’re doing today is 
just trying to get Ben (Rosen-

berg with U.S. 
Capital Advisor 
LLC) on board 
to look and see 
what he can 
do in the next 
couple of weeks 
here,” Pct. 1 
commissioner 
Greg Harrison 
said. “It’s not 
costing us anything to do this. 
If  we don’t make a deal with 
Ben it won’t cost us anything.”

But Harrison believes that 
if  they can do this, without 
raising taxes, then he wants 
to move forward and see if  

they can get some roads fixed.
Currently, the goal is to pay 

County mulls $5.88M road loan

SEE ROADS, PAGE 3A

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

Two more people 
have died from CO-
VID-19 while the case 
count has increased 
by 18 in Angelina 
County, according to 
Sharon Shaw, admin-
istrator of the Ange-
lina County & Cities 
Health District.

Both were hospitalized and died 
from complications with the virus, 
the district said. One had tested nega-
tive during a stay in mid-April, but 

Angelina 
reporting 
2 deaths, 
18 cases

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

City manager 
Keith Wright will 
retire on July 7 after 
serving the city of  
Lufkin for 30 years.

“I’ve been think-
ing about retiring 
for a while,” he said. 
“When this COV-
ID-19 pandemic hit, 
I just realized that I need to enjoy my 

Lufkin city 
manager to 
retire July 7

WRIGHT

By GRACE JUAREZ

The Lufkin Daily News

Many consumers are con-
cerned about their favorite 
stores not making it out 
alive after the coronavirus 
pandemic closures sliced 
sales. However, the Lufkin 
Mall has not yet seen an in-
dication that this will be the 
case locally.

Several large chains 
known as anchor stores in 
malls across the country 
have either declared bank-
ruptcy or announced the 
closure of a large amount of  
stores.

General manager Mike 
Welborn said no store cur-
rently in the Lufkin Mall 
has announced its closure.

“We get a lot of questions 
about Victoria’s Secret and 
Bath & Body Works,” he 
said. “They’ve got people 
out working, but they just 
haven’t been told to open 
the doors yet.”

JCPenney, a 118-year-
old retail giant, filed for 
bankruptcy on May 15. The 
company said it has an 
agreement with most of its 
lenders on a turnaround 
plan that will allow it to stay 
in business as a more finan-
cially healthy company, but 
it will have to close an unan-
nounced number of its 846 
stores, according to CNN 
Business.

“Until this pandemic 

struck, we had made sig-
nificant progress rebuild-
ing our company under 
our Plan for Renewal strat-
egy — and our efforts had 
already begun to pay off,” 
said CEO Jill Soltau. “Im-
plementing this financial 
restructuring plan through 
a court-supervised process 

is the best path to ensure 
that JCPenney will build on 
its over 100-year history to 
serve our customers for de-
cades to come.”

JCPenney was the fourth 
mega-retailer to file for 
bankruptcy in May. Stage 
Stores came before it on 
May 10, announcing it was 

filing, searching for a buyer 
and planning to reopen and 
liquidate its stores. The 
Houston-based company 
operates hundreds of Palais 
Royal, Bealls and Goody’s 
department stores, includ-
ing the Gordmans formerly 
known as Stage or Bealls.

However, Lufkin’s Stage 

store has been hosting a 
store closing sale since 
January unrelated to the 
pandemic.

L Brands announced the 
closure of 50 of 1,700 Bath & 
Body Works stores in North 
America amid the pandemic 

Still in business

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

Several large chains like JCPenney, known as anchor 

stores in malls across the country, have either declared 

bankruptcy or have announced the closure of a large 

number of stores.
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SEE VIRUS, PAGE 6A

SEE WRIGHT, PAGE 6A

Mall says 
none of its 
stores has 
announced 
closures

 ■ Lufkin Golden Corral not one 

of restaurants closing.       Page 6A

SEE MALL, PAGE 3A
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