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By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

Local representatives in the 
state Legislature are drafting 
legislation to keep a Montana-
based company from con-
structing an oil and gas waste 
landfill in the headwaters of  
Sam Rayburn Reservoir.

The PA Prospect Company 
is applying for a permit with 
the Texas Railroad Commis-
sion in hopes of building a 
non-hazardous oil and gas 
waste facility at the intersec-
tion of state Highway 103 and 
County Road 4305 — which 
is about a mile and half from 
Highway 96.

State Rep. Trent Ashby 
and Sen. Robert Nichols are 
drafting a legislative proposal 

that would require the Texas 
Railroad Commission to put a 
greater emphasis on protect-
ing water quality in their per-
mitting process.

“We have closely monitored 
the ongoing proposal for a 
waste facility in San Augus-
tine County,” a joint statement 
by the representatives said.

“We share the concerns 

that have been voiced by hun-
dreds of our constituents, and 
have expressly asked the Rail-
road Commission of Texas to 
reject this application on the 
grounds that it threatens the 
integrity of our most cher-
ished natural resource.”

This proposal will be sub-
mitted in the next legislative 
session, which is slated to be-
gin in January 2021.

Because of the actions of  
San Augustine residents, hun-
dreds have submitted letters 
begging the commission not to 
grant the permit. The facility 
would be built on top of Chin-
quapin Creek, which feeds 
into Sam Rayburn Reservoir.

However, during a public 

Ashby, Nichols take landfill fight to Legislature
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Railroad 

Commission 

in hopes 

of building 

an oil and 

gas waste 
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headwaters of 

Sam Rayburn 

Reservoir.
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CORONAVIRUS

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

The Angelina County & Cities 
Health District reported 41 new cases 
of COVID-19 on Friday.

This brings the total number of posi-
tive tests in Angelina County, includ-
ing those from the Diboll Prison Unit 
and the Rufus H. Duncan Geriatric 
Prison Facility in Diboll, to 1,994.

The health district is reporting 1,647 
positive tests, 860 recoveries and 14 
deaths. The Angelina County Emer-
gency Management COVID-19 page 
lists the same number of positives and 
recoveries, as well as 787 active cases 
and 31 deaths.

The Texas Department of State 
Health Services is reporting 1,134 

Angelina 
reports 41 
new cases

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

Some of Lufkin’s youngest reading 
fanatics took the opportunity to expand 
their personal libraries on the first day 
of the Book Buddies 
of Deep East Texas 
distribution event on 
Friday.

The organiza-
tion pulled together 
60,000 books to ac-
commodate students 
in need of some good 
reading material for 
the summer. Kids 
were able to pick six 
books apiece, free of  
charge.

Fourteen-year-old Jakeia McQueen 
loves books like “Twilight,” but doesn’t 
have a favorite genre by any means. She 
was looking at Brian Jacques’ novel 
“Pearls of Lutra.”

“I like to take my time to read,” she said. 
“I like reading because it makes my vocab-
ulary get better.”

It also helps her improve her imagina-
tion, she said. Sometimes she catches 
herself  daydreaming about “stupid stuff,” 
she said. But when she’s been reading, her 
daydreams are more about the books.

Book Buddies founder Diana Ander-
son came in from Houston to help the 
event move forward. She emphasized 

Book Buddies event 
brings Lufkin’s 
youngest reading 
fanatics together

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

Correena Kennedy, 10, peruses the selection of books at the Book Buddies of Deep East Texas 

distribution event in the Chestnut Village shopping center Friday. The event continues from 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. today at 533 S. Chestnut St.

If you go
What: Book 

Buddies book 

distribution

When: 10 a.m. 

to 2 p.m. today

Where: 533 S. 

Chestnut St. in 

Chestnut Village 

shopping center
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ASHBY NICHOLS

SEE CASES, PAGE 3A

Will COVID-19 
dim the Friday 
Night Lights?
By MOLLY HENNESSY-FISKE

Los Angeles Times

ALEDO — In this town of 4,600, 
home to the Bearcats and a well of  
pride that has withered lesser teams, 
Tim Buchanan, aka Coach Buc, 
watched his players arrive at the sta-
dium before first light. It is like this 
every year: cleats hitting turf, shouted 
drills and the promise of another state 
title in December.

Aledo has come to expect this. The 

SEE FOOTBALL, PAGE 3A
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