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GOOD COOKING

Enchanting 
chiles
New Mexican staple 

lend pungent, sweet, 

spicy and smoky taste 

to any dish.   PAGE 5A

SPORTS

Open season
Dustin Johnson looks 

to secure major 

victory as U.S. Open 

heads to Winged Foot 

Golf Club.      PAGE 3B

COMING SUNDAY

Parade
The Emmys: Can 

Baby Yoda beat 

The West Wing’s 

winning record?    

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

Lufkin running back Caleb Berry carries the ball during Tuesday afternoon’s practice at the Lufkin High School practice field. Lufkin will scrimmage 

Huntsville at 6:30 p.m. Friday. For more, see Sports, 1B.

Countdown to kickoff
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By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

The Lufkin City Council ap-
proved the fiscal year 2020-21 
budget and set the tax rate on 
Tuesday.

The city is proposing a tax 
rate of 53 cents per $100 valu-
ation, which is higher than the 
“no new revenue” tax rate of  
51 cents per $100 valuation. 
The proposed rate will raise 
$368,193 more property tax 
revenue for FY 2020-21 than 
it did for FY 2019-20. Of that, 
$117,173 is from new property 
added to the tax roll, accord-
ing to the proposed budget 
document.

The city also is proposing 
a $44.5 million budget for FY 
2020-21. This is less than the 
$45.6 million budget utilized in 
2020, including budget amend-
ments approved throughout 
the year.

The most highly contested 
part of this year’s budget was 
the plan to eliminate the curb-
side recycling program. This 
is one of the ways the city was 
able to reduce expenditures in 
the face of a budget shortfall 
without raising taxes or imple-
menting widespread general 
layoffs.

The budget also included 

City OKs budget, tax rate

HAGLUND HICKS

GREEN THIGPEN
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Blue recycle bins await pickup in front of businesses along Southpark Drive in Lufkin. Lufkin 

voted Tuesday night to discontinue its curbside recycling program and eliminate 33 city 

positions.

Council votes to eliminate costly curbside 
recycling program, as well as 33 positions

SEE CITY, PAGE 4A

By GRACE JUAREZ

The Lufkin Daily News

The Lufkin ISD Board of  
Trustees held a special meet-
ing Tuesday to 
discuss several 
topics in the dis-
trict.

The majority 
of the meeting 
was for discus-
sion only. How-
ever, the board 
met in closed 
session with 
lawyers, employ-
ees, a student and a parent to 
discuss taking action on the ap-
peal by a parent and student on 
an expulsion decision.

The board voted to uphold the 
expulsion for the full calendar 
year.

Shelly Slaton, assistant super-
intendent of education services 
and accountability, spoke to the 
board about the district’s asyn-
chronous learning plan. Super-
intendent Lynn Torres said the 
district is required by the Texas 
Education Agency to submit a 
plan in order to be able to count 
the asynchronous students 
present.

“It has several different pieces 
to it, including our instructional 
schedule, our material, how 
we’re going to measure student 
progress and how we will imple-
ment our virtual learning,” Sla-
ton said.

The deadline to submit is 
Oct. 1, Torres said. Slaton asked 
the board to look over the plan 
before the regular meeting 
Thursday evening, when they 

Trustees 
discuss 
virtual 
learning

TORRES

SEE LISD, PAGE 4A

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

DIBOLL — The Diboll City Council 
approved the fiscal year 2020-21 bud-
get and tax rate.

The council voted to keep the same 
tax rate of 63 cents per $100 valu-
ation, causing an increase of $3 or 
0.48% on the average home in Diboll 
from property values rising.

A balanced budget of $5,318,685.85 
was set for the coming year. The bud-
get will raise 2.49% or $28,620 more 
revenue from property taxes than 
last year, documents detailing the 
budget on the city’s website state.

Trey Wilkerson, a candidate for 

Diboll mayor, pointed to a change in 
the budget document where, after 
his request at the last meeting, they 
included the road maintenance fund 
budget. He said he appreciated their 
willingness to fix it but shamed the 
council for only making the change 
after he pointed it out.

He still found two “glaring defi-
ciencies” in the budget: cutting the 
compensation for the fire department 
and failing to maintain city streets.

“Those men and women volunteer 
to keep us safe, they protect us, and 
they do it for just a few dollars per 
call-out, and this budget reduces the 
compensation they receive,” he said. 
“It’s already a pretty paltry amount 

and it’s going to come 
down even further. 
I think that shows a 
lack of respect and 
appreciation for their 
service.”

However, council 
member of District 4 
and Mayor Pro Tem 
Daniel Lopez later 
discussed this claim and said that 
not only were there no cuts to the 
fire department compensation, the 
city didn’t determine their budget. 
The council approved the budget that 
the fire department proposed to them 
and made no changes to it.

Additionally, salaries were not 

cut, Lopez said. What is represented 
in the city budget is also only the 
city’s portion of the budget, not the 
entire budget.

Wilkerson also pointed out that the 
road maintenance budget was bare-
bones and that the only expected pur-
chase is a ditch digger.

“The people of Diboll will not see 
any relief from potholes with this 
budget,” Wilkerson said.

City manager Gerry Boren said 
the city budget is bare-bones right 
now, and that the budget has no 
capital improvement projects, just 
the basic necessities. They did this 

Diboll approves balanced budget, tax rate

BOREN

SEE DIBOLL, PAGE 7A
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