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Parade
If I were president 

... We asked 100 

people: What 

would you do?

INSIDE

Three who make a difference
Three Angelina County citizens have been honored in the 

Hometown Heroes award hosted by Avalon Place Trinity 

Rehabilitation and Healthcare.

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize

for meritorious public service
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Biz resilience
Despite COVID, manufacturing 
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JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

The cheerleaders take to John Outlaw Memorial Field at Abe Martin Stadium with the Lufkin Panthers flags at the start of Lufkin’s home opener against 

the Magnolia Bulldogs Friday night. The Bulldogs escaped with a 26-24 win. For complete coverage of our area games, see Sports, 1B.

Unflagging support

HOBBIES

By GRACE JUAREZ

The Lufkin Daily News

Twelve-year-old Israel 
Jones has a passion for all 
things antique, mechanical 
and electrical. That passion 
has led him to sign a contract 
with the Galveston Railroad 
Museum to restore a collec-
tion of antique searchlights.

Israel visited the museum 
with his mom Gina, dad 
Dayton and a friend and 
was struck when they saw a 
pile of the searchlights and 
semaphores (another type of  
signal) lying unused.

The searchlights had been 
damaged when the museum 
was hit by Hurricane Rita and 
10 feet of flood water.

“I saw them lying in the 
yard at the museum, and I 
wanted to restore them so 
they could be used,” Israel 
said.

A few months later, Dayton 
told Israel they could try and 
contact the museum for his 
birthday, and the contract 
was born.

“He’s a really impres-
sive young man,” said Sam 
Christensen, curator for the 
Galveston Railroad Museum. 
“They told me about some of  

the projects they had worked 
on previously with similar 
signal equipment. Really, it 
was a shoe-in.”

Israel hopes to build a 

display for the museum so the 
viewers can see the search-
lights in action and even 

One-track mind
Young collector’s 
passion leads 
to contract 
with Galveston 
Railroad 
Museum to 
restore antique 
search lights

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

Twelve-year-old Israel Jones has a passion for all things antique, mechanical and electrical.

SEE JONES, PAGE 4A

MUSEUM OF  
EAST TEXAS

By GRACE JUAREZ

The Lufkin Daily News

T
he Museum of East 
Texas has named John 
Handley its new execu-

tive director.
The appointment comes 

after the death of former 
executive director J.P. McDon-
ald. Board president Aruna 
Bachireddy said the museum 
entertained and educated 
countless numbers of families 

MET taps 
Handley 

HANDLEY

SEE HANDLEY, PAGE 6A

HUDSON SCHOOLS

By GRACE JUAREZ

The Lufkin Daily News

Hudson ISD has decided to cancel 

online learning and have students re-
turn to face-to-face instruction after 
data showed students and staff  were 
struggling.

“After extensive review of student 
progress, we have determined that 
remote instruction is not feasible 
for most of our remote learners,” 

superintendent Donny Webb wrote 
in a letter to parents and staff. 

Hudson ISD discontinues online learning

SEE HUDSON, PAGE 6A
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