
INSIDE TODAY

Handy  
health info
Look for the latest

issue of our annual

East Texas Medical

Guide inside today’s  

edition of The Lufkin  

Daily News. 

ONLINE SUNDAY

Green fees
State Sen. Robert Nichols has 

proposed legislation that would 

levy additional registration fees 

for electric vehicles in an attempt 

to recuperate revenues lost from 

the reduction in gas sales as 

experts say electric vehicle sales 

are expected to rapidly increase. 

SPORTS

Walker powers  
Pack past Porter
Brandon Walker scored a game-high 

18 points, including a powerful 

dunk that put an emphatic end to 

a New Caney Porter run as the Lufkin 

Panthers stay perfect in district play with 

a 54-44 win over the Spartans in 16-5A basketball action 

at the Panther Activity Center Friday night.  PAGE 1B

Winner of the Pulitzer Prize

for meritorious public service
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Talent on display
Check out our website Sunday 

for coverage of Lufkin Creative’s 

inaugural event, today’s downtown 

Art Walk set for 1-4 p.m.  
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LAWSUIT

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

Local attorney Bob Flournoy and 
Angelina County Judge Keith Wright 
agree the lawyer’s latest lawsuit 
against the county should not be nec-
essary. But that’s where the agree-
ment ends.

Flournoy, who filed his third lawsuit 

against the county in December, could 
have received the records he is suing 
for without filing another lawsuit, 
Wright said. The county should have 
released the documents without an-
other suit or another Texas Freedom 
of Information Act request, Flournoy 
said.

On Dec. 13, Flournoy filed the suit to 
force the county to release documents 

he requested in July 2022. He asked for 
correspondence between county of-
ficials, employees and the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers regarding a boat 
ramp on Oak Hill Road, as well as 11 
other items related to the ramp, Tank-
sley Road and work completed using 
funds from a $6 million tax note coun-
ty officials took out in 2020, according 
to county and Texas Attorney General 

records.
The records Flournoy requested 

were related to a lawsuit he filed in 
2022 to have Commissioner Terry Pitts 
removed from office. In the suit, he 
said Pitts illegally worked on Tanksley 
Road and a boat ramp on U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers property and used 

County: Flournoy didn’t need to sue for records

FLOURNOY WRIGHTSEE RECORDS, PAGE 3A

APPLE SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL

By KAYLEY FRAZE

The Lufkin Daily News

A
PPLE SPRINGS 
— Apple Springs 
alumnus RC Davis, 97, 

will celebrate his 80th class re-
union today as the last living 
member of the Apple Springs 
High School Class of 1943.

During high school, Davis 
participated in Future Farm-
ers of America and played 
ball with his classmates, he 
said. A key memory of his 
time in high school was from 
1942, when he was able play 
sports inside the school for 
the first time.

“My junior year, they were 
building on the gym, and 
my senior year, when school 
started, the gym was com-
plete,” he said. “Up until then, 
we played on an open ball 
court outside.”

His favorite thing about 
high school was the cama-
raderie he shared with his 
classmates.

“I grew up with a lot 
of those boys, and I knew 
them from going to country 
schools,” he said. “We all 
played one another in ball 
through our elementary 
grades.”

Upon graduating, Davis 
married his high school 
sweetheart and moved to 
Houston to work until he was 
18. He then enlisted in the 
United States Navy, where he 
served as a seaman first class 
during World War II.

After returning from active 
duty in the South Pacific, 
Davis attended Sam Houston 
State University under the 
GI Bill. During this time, he 
worked for the Huntsville 
public school system driving 

a bus for ball games. And in 
1950, he earned a bachelor’s 
degree in vocational agricul-
ture.

“My first summer down 
there, I knew a guy that 
worked as the bus mechanic, 
and I was helping him,” he 
said. “The superintendent 
found out I was going to 
college and had a wife and a 
baby, so he said, ‘Get a chauf-
feur’s license, and you can 
have a bus route when school 
starts.’ And that’s what I did. 
When school started, I’d drive 
every morning before class, 
and in the evening, I’d drive. I 
did that all through college.”

In 1953, Davis acquired a 
Master’s Degree in Educa-
tional Administration from 
Stephen F. Austin State 
University.

From there, Davis spent 

Lone alumnus 
celebrates 80th 
class reunion

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

Apple Springs alumnus RC Davis is the last living member of the Apple Springs High 

School Class of 1943.

CONTRIBUTED

Apple Springs alumnus RC Davis, far right, poses with his fellow members of the 

Future Farmers of America.

If you go
The Apple Springs homecom-

ing and meeting is set for 10:30 

a.m. to 2 p.m. today in the high 

school media center.

To get to the media center, 

enter through the gym and 

turn right in the hallway. The 

reunion is honoring classes of 

1943-2023, 1942-2022 and 

1941-2021.

A business meeting will be 

held at 11 a.m. Finger foods, 

chips and drinks will be avail-

able while alumni relax and 

reminisce.

Project Graduation is sponsor-

ing alumni basketball games 

beginning at noon. There also 

will be a three-point competition, 

a concession stand and silent 

auction.

SEE REUNION, PAGE 3A

ANIMAL RESCUE

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

W
ells the Warrior didn’t 
know, on that random 
day in November when 

some strangers approached him, 
that his life was going to change. 
But two months after the Ger-
man shepherd was rescued, he is 
on a path for recovery.

A couple of animal advocates 
in Angelina County saw a social 
media post about a German 
shepherd in Wells that needed 
someone to help him and stepped 
up. They took him food and 
medicine and named him Nor-
man.

Most of the fur on his body 
was gone, leaving spots of it 
here and there and around his 
head. His skin was infected and 
smelled like Fritos. His rib and 
hip bones were visible. His ears 

Dog with 
$22K vet 
bill set to 
recover

CONTRIBUTED

Wells the Warrior cuddles with a 

stuffed animal.

How to help 
For those looking for a way to help 

cover Wells’ medical bills, there are a 

few options the rescue has listed on 

its website.

Visit sauverdeschiens.org/donate/ 

to decide what options work best.

SEE DOG, PAGE 3A

LUFKIN SCHOOLS

By KAYLEY FRAZE

The Lufkin Daily News

Lufkin ISD fourth graders worked with 
lightsabers, robots and rockets Friday as part 
of the district’s STEMfest.

The event is a festival in which the district 
invites every LISD fourth grade student to 
experience intriguing activities in the hope 
they will become interested in the STEM prep 

STEMfest offers exciting  
and interactive education

Sebastian 

Hernandez, 10, 

left, and Emir 

Escobedo, 11, 

demonstrate 

their work after 

assembling 

lightsaber circuits 

Friday during 

Lufkin ISD’s fourth 

grade STEMfest at 

the Pitser Garrison 

Convention Center.
JOEL ANDREWS/ 

The Lufkin Daily NewsSEE STEMFEST, PAGE 3A
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