
WE ARE OPEN FOR BUSINESS!
MOWING • WEED EATING • SHRUBS • EDGING 

FLOWERS • CLEAN-UP •LEAF REMOVAL 

& MUCH MORE

PROUDLY SERVING LUFKIN AND SURROUNDING AREAS

SPORTS

Fun and 
games
Sydney 

Lewing a 

consistent 

force for the 

Huntington 

Devilettes.
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INSIDE

Restaurant 
rumors
Residents are again enjoying 

dining at their favorite 

restaurants. Unfortunately, 

rumor mills have muddied 

the water on which ones are 

open now, opening soon or 

closed for good.       PAGE 3B

COMING SUNDAY

Parade
Look for your 

copy of Parade 

magazine inside 

Sunday’s edition 

of The Lufkin 

Daily News.
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CORONAVIRUS

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

Pilgrim’s Pride will consider set-
ting up a COVID-19 testing site at the 
Lufkin plant in a meeting with local, 
state and public health officials to-
day, according to a state official.

“This is a partnership that is work-

ing together and looking at how to 
facilitate testing for the plant in the 
near future,” Seth Christensen, the 
chief of media and communication 
for the state of Texas Department of  
Emergency Management, said.

The meeting is not open to the pub-
lic but could result in onsite testing 
for Pilgrim’s employees.

Nikkie Richardson, a corporate 
communications officer for JBS USA 
and Pilgrim’s, confirmed that Pil-
grim’s is meeting with these officials. 
She did not confirm the meeting’s 
subject matter but said the company 
would provide an update if  any new 
decisions or plans are made.

Additionally, Pilgrim’s is search-

ing for a COVID-19 Superintendent 
for the Lufkin plant.

“The purpose of this job is to have 

a dedicated resource available to 
ensure that we consistently execute 
on the safety interventions we have 
in place, and to look for improve-
ments that will help our preventive 
measures and interventions evolve,” 
Richardson said. “This is in line with 

Pilgrim’s seeks COVID-19 superintendent
More information

Those interested in the job opening 

can go to tinyurl.com/y7ogcb6k.

SEE PILGRIM’S, PAGE 6A

By GRACE JUAREZ

The Lufkin Daily News

Denman Avenue Baptist Church an-
nounced to its parishioners on Wednes-
day that church services would resume 
this Sunday with a “Back to the Future” 
themed graphic on Facebook after clos-
ing for several weeks because of the CO-
VID-19 pandemic.

“Gathering together for corporate 
worship is a core value to our church 
family,” pastor Jacob Fitzgerald said. 
“Our governor has stated that churches 
can meet and even provided recommen-
dations for those meetings. We see those, 
along with the CDC recommendations, 
as minimum standards for our gather-
ing. Therefore, we are implementing 
strategic, thorough and extensive mea-
sures to accommodate those who choose 
to gather on our campus.”

There will be two services. The 8:30 a.m. 
service is designated for those older than 
65 or “at risk or immunocompromised.” 

Church
reopens 
services
Denman Avenue Baptist to 
resume in-person worship 
Sunday, offer separate 
time for seniors and at-risk

SEE CHURCH, PAGE 6A

By GRACE JUAREZ

The Lufkin Daily News

The Texas Department of  
State Health Services, Texas 
Military Department, Texas Di-
vision of Emergency Manage-
ment and Texas Medical Task 
Force partnered to host a second 
COVID-19 testing on Thursday 
at Lufkin’s Pitser Garrison Con-
vention Center.

An emergency notification 
sent at 5 p.m. Thursday said 
the testing would be extended 
through Sunday.

Thursday’s testing looked 
similar to the test site on May 
2 — a steady stream of vehicles 
passing through cones directed 
by around 20 National Guards-
man, some in a white Tychem 
suit and face shields as they ad-
ministered the nasal swab.

However, the number of ap-
pointments in the beginning 
of the day seemed to have in-
creased. Capt. Travis Seale told 
The Lufkin Daily News that 
about a dozen people were tested 
by 9:45 a.m. at the May 2 site.

A witness present at the May 
14 testing site told The Lufkin 
Daily News that 22 individuals 
had been tested in the first 15 
minutes.

“We’re trying to test as many 
people as possible,” Seale said. 
“That’s really the goal.”

Seale would not comment on 
the number of people tested. He 
said the Texas Military Depart-
ment is testing across the state, 
and as they’ve been testing, they 
have developed ways to better 
streamline the process to make 
it as painless as possible for the 
individuals being tested.

There was a procedure estab-
lished by the state and the De-
partment of Emergency Man-
agement that the Guardsmen 
were trained on, Seale said.

“Every person that’s here 
was trained in a specific aspect 
of this procedure,” Seale said. 
“They’re medics by trade, so 
they’re trained by the Army on 
how to be medics.”

Being involved in administer-
ing widespread testing to Texans 
has been a rewarding and hum-
bling experience, he said.

“The whole purpose of us 
here is we’re Texans helping 
Texans,” Seale said. “It’s impor-
tant to give the governor and 
state officials the information 
they need to make informed de-
cisions on how to open the state. 

State hosts 2nd testing day

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

The Texas Department of State Health Services, Texas Military Department, 

Texas Division of Emergency Management and Texas Medical Task Force 

will continue testing for COVID-19 through Sunday at the Pitser Garrison 

Convention Center.

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

The Texas Department of State Health Services, Texas Military 

Department, Texas Division of Emergency Management and Texas 

Medical Task Force were busy Thursday testing individuals for 

COVID-19 at the Pitser Garrison Convention Center.

Departments to extend 
testing through Sunday

SEE TESTING, PAGE 6A

By JESS HUFF

The Lufkin Daily News

There are 131 cases of COVID-19 in 
Angelina County as of Thursday eve-
ning, according to the Angelina County 
website.

The Texas Department of State 
Health Services website shows 46 cases 
in Polk County, 27 in Cherokee County, 
11 in Trinity County and 22 in San Au-
gustine County with one death. Nacog-
doches County is reporting 220 cases 
of COVID-19 and 11 deaths, according 
to the city of Nacogdoches. There have 
been 158 cases in Shelby County.

The state website reports there are 
43,851 cases statewide that have resulted 

County has 
12 new cases 
of COVID-19

SEE CASES, PAGE 6A
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