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By JESS HUFF
The Lufkin Daily News

An early April “disturbance in 
progress” call led to the violent ar-
rest of an Angelina County man by 
three sheriff’s office deputies who 
say he resisted arrest and assaulted 
an officer.

Mark Anthony Smith was charged 
on three felony counts but was later 
“no-billed” by a grand jury.

Smith and his girlfriend, Dawn 
Cummings, had been butting heads 

for a while and the fight came to a 
head around 5 p.m. on April 4. Vid-
eo footage provided by Cummings 
shows her loading a packed bag into 
her car when Smith pulls into the 
driveway behind her.

The couple are arguing and Smith 
begins pushing her vehicle with his 
own, upsetting Cummings further 
and prompting her to call the police 
at 5:27 p.m. She didn’t realize that 
this action would result in three of-
ficers beating Smith’s head with the 
butts of their rifles.

Audio of the 911 phone call tells 
the story of an escalating situation 
to which deputies Brandon Rain-
water, Rodney Nash and Tyler Due 
were called to respond. While en 
route, the deputies were told by Sgt. 
A. Noel that the last time he dealt 
with Smith, he didn’t seem to be in 
his right mind and was aggressive 
toward deputies, the arrest affidavit 
by Rainwater said.

Cummings later said Smith had 
had issues with deputies because 
one of the last times they were at 

his property was because his for-
mer stepdaughter had been shooting 
on his property. Smith owns a gun 
range, but Cummings said the step-
daughter was shooting toward some 
of the neighbors’ property and ended 
up pointing the gun at Smith.

They called for assistance, but the 
deputy who responded did not take 
the situation seriously and the case 
hasn’t been pursued further, Cum-
mings said. She said Smith told the 

Woman discusses 911 call

SEE CALL, PAGE 4A

CORONAVIRUS

By GRACE JUAREZ  
and STACY FAISON
The Lufkin Daily News

Following a day 
of phone calls from 
concerned citizens, 
Lufkin Mayor Bob 
Brown is consider-
ing the implementa-
tion of an emergen-
cy mask regulation, 
according to a press 
release from Lufkin 
Police Department public relations 
specialist Jessica Pebsworth.

Throughout the day Friday, citi-
zens have voiced their concerns 
about the rising number of CO-
VID-19 cases in the Lufkin commu-
nity, Pebsworth said.

“The dramatic increase in CO-
VID-19 cases and the potential for 
serious or even fatal consequences 
has the mayor considering a mask 
requirement,” director of public 
safety Gerald Williamson said, add-
ing that a decision will be made on 
the matter as early as Monday.

“The battle with COVID-19 is far 
from over. We’re still in the middle 
of the fight and no one needs to let 
their guard down,” Williamson con-
tinued. “Let’s wear our masks, prac-
tice social distancing and personal 
hygiene. Do your part to slow the 
spread of COVID in Lufkin.”

Earlier Friday, Williamson re-
leased a statement urging the public 
to take precautions as emergency 
transports and hospitalizations 

City 
mulls 
mask 
order

WILLIAMSON

SEE MASKS, PAGE 4A

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily News

Steve DuBose carries an American flag and walks around the Angelina 
County Courthouse Friday afternoon to protest alleged misconduct at the 

Angelina County Sheriff’s Office and the Angelina County Jail. For the 
story, see Page 5A.

Silent protest

By GRACE JUAREZ
The Lufkin Daily News

The annual Fourth of July 
celebration has been one of  
the many events canceled 
because of the coronavirus 
pandemic, but Mike Love & 
Associates and 94 Fireworks 
are trying to curb the disap-
pointment by giving away 

$10,000 worth of fireworks to 
Angelina County residents.

“The ‘big show’ at the park 
is canceled for social distanc-
ing this year, so the Mike Love 
& Associates law firm is bring-
ing the show to you by giving 
away $100 worth of fireworks 
to 100 East Texas Families,” 

Law firm, fireworks company offer $10K in prizes
The annual Fourth of July 
celebration has been one of the 
many events canceled because 
of the coronavirus pandemic, 
but Mike Love & Associates and 
94 Fireworks are trying to curb 
the disappointment by giving 
away $10,000 worth of fireworks 
to Angelina County residents.

JOEL ANDREWS/The Lufkin Daily NewsSEE FIREWORKS, PAGE 7A

http://lufkindailynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=11E&uuid=10bd394e-bb90-5d9d-9ecb-2cea076fdf91
http://lufkindailynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=10bd394e-bb90-5d9d-9ecb-2cea076fdf91
http://lufkindailynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=10bd394e-bb90-5d9d-9ecb-2cea076fdf91
http://lufkindailynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=10bd394e-bb90-5d9d-9ecb-2cea076fdf91
http://lufkindailynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4B&uuid=10bd394e-bb90-5d9d-9ecb-2cea076fdf91
http://lufkindailynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3B&uuid=10bd394e-bb90-5d9d-9ecb-2cea076fdf91
http://lufkindailynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=3B&uuid=10bd394e-bb90-5d9d-9ecb-2cea076fdf91
http://lufkindailynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6B&uuid=10bd394e-bb90-5d9d-9ecb-2cea076fdf91
http://lufkindailynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=1B&uuid=10bd394e-bb90-5d9d-9ecb-2cea076fdf91
http://lufkindailynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=6A&uuid=10bd394e-bb90-5d9d-9ecb-2cea076fdf91
http://lufkindailynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=10bd394e-bb90-5d9d-9ecb-2cea076fdf91
http://lufkindailynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=4A&uuid=10bd394e-bb90-5d9d-9ecb-2cea076fdf91
http://lufkindailynews.com/tncms/eeditionjump/?page=7A&uuid=10bd394e-bb90-5d9d-9ecb-2cea076fdf91

