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In fall 1920, as the United States was emerging from a once-
in-a-century global pandemic, Santa Maria Junior College 
opened its doors to an optimistic future. That first year saw 
only six students. A postage stamp cost 2 cents, a gallon of 
milk was 60 cents, and you could buy a new car for $500. 

Tuition at Santa Maria Junior College? Free.  

Today, Allan Hancock College enrolls nearly 20,000 students 
each year in our various degree, certificate, and training  
programs. We graduate nearly 2,000 “Bulldogs” every year, 
and a recent study found that Hancock has an economic 
impact of more than $550 million each year in our region. 

Tuition today? It’s $46 per unit, or about $1,200 per year. 

That amount is still prohibitive for too many families, which is 
why the Hancock Promise is so important—it covers all first-
year for local students who enroll fulltime, which opens the 
doors for many families who could never consider college. 
As a sponsor tonight, you are directly supporting the effort to 
permanently fund the Hancock Promise.

Hancock has come a long way in its first 100 years, but we 
aren’t finished yet. Happy 100, Hancock. 

Kevin G. Walthers, Ph.D.  
Superintendent/President

Dear Friend of Hancock,



- 5 -

PROGRAM

Hosted by  
Steve Lavagnino 

Santa Barbara County Supervisor (5th District)

Music by 
Louie Ortega Band 

Grammy-Winning Artist

Glen Phillips 
Toad the Wet Sprocket

Yusef Seevers  
PCPA Artist-in-Residence

Steppin’ Out

The Molly Ringwald Project

Brass Mash

The Manhattan Dolls

and a special performance from Nashville by 
 Pryor & Lee  

featuring Santa Maria native Pryor Baird
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1920 
Santa Maria Junior 
College is established 
with an inaugural 
class of six students. 

1937 
Voters pass a bond 
issue to build a five-
classroom college 
wing on the northwest 
corner of the high 
school campus. 

1954 
The college moves 
from the high school 
to Hancock Field. 

1954 
The name changes to Allan 
Hancock College to honor 
Captain G. Allan Hancock. 

1971
PCPA first plays in  
Solvang at Hans  
Christian Andersen Park.  

1972
Men’s baseball 
team wins state 
championship.  

1978
Men’s cross country  
wins state championship.  

1991
Family & Consumer 
Sciences building opens.

2002
Student Center expands to 
include the Bookstore, café, 
coffee bar, and more.

2013
Student Services and administrative buildings open, along with new 
athletic facilities for baseball, track and field, football, and soccer. 

AHC Foundation receives $12 million bequest from music teacher 
Patricia Boyd – the largest gift in college history.

2016
AHC Receives major grant for Early 
Childhood Education and dedicates the 
Orfalea Children’s Center Lab School at 
Allan Hancock College.

2006
Voters pass  Measure I, a $180 million general 
obligation bond focused on facility and technology 
improvements over a 10-year period.

1992
Severson Theatre opens 
as an addition to the 
Performing Arts Center

1974
The college acquires nine acres for a  
“South Campus.”  
Men’s basketball wins state championship.  
Solvang Festival Theater opens.

1968
The college names the theater 
program the Pacific Conservatory  
of the Performing Arts, and opens 
the Performing Arts Center, 
including Marian Theatre.

A CENTURY OF PROGRESS
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1958
Voters approve a 
bond issue to finance  
a building program.

1982
Learning Assistance building 
opens, serving  physically 
disabled students and those 
with learning disabilities.

1980s
Hancock launches major upgrades to 
campus facilities, including an addition to 
the Performing Arts Center and a redesign 
of the college entrance and road system.

2017
The Santa Ynez Valley 
Center moves from 
Solvang to Santa Ynez 
Valley Union High School.

2018
The Hancock Promise 
program launches, along 
with a campaign to fund 
a $10 million endowment 
to support it.

2020
Instruction moves to all-remote  
learning in response to the global  
COVID-19 pandemic. 

AHC breaks ground on the  
$50 million Fine Arts Complex.

2021
The 100th  
class graduates.  

Four new time 
capsules are buried.

2014
Public Safety Training Complex opens in  
Lompoc, and Industrial Technology Complex 
opens, thanks to Measure I funding.

2015
The Bulldogs host first on-campus football game 
since the college moved to existing campus in 1954.  

Veteran Success Center opens.

2007
Remodel of the library building. Expands to include 
the Academic Resource Center.

Community Education and Science buildings open.

1999
Lompoc Valley  
Center opens. 

1995
The college celebrates  
its 75th anniversary. 

1989
Humanities  
complex opens.

1977
Learning Resources Center 
opens, with 16,000 square-foot 
library addition and re-model  
of existing structure.

1964
Education building 
opens; conservatory 
theatre program begins.

1957
Men’s Basketball 
team wins state 
championship with 
Coach Bill Bertka.

1965
Fine Arts  
building opens.

1967
Gymnasium and 
Industrial Technology 
buildings completed; 
Administration and 
Student Services 
buildings open.

1962
Four new buildings open — 
Student Center, library, science 
and north wing of the gymnasium 
—  to form nucleus of a campus 
designed for 2,000 students.
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Thank You Centennial  
Celebration SponsorS

Presenting Sponsor ($20,000+) 

 Media Sponsors 

Millennial Sponsor ($20,000+) 
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Brad & Barbara Johnson

Eddie & Jennifer Murray 
In memory of Ed Murray

Mark & Dorothy  
Smith Foundation 

Centennial Sponsors ($10,000) 
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 Platinum Sponsors ($5,000) 
Best Western Plus Big America 

Diani Companies 
Dignity Health Marian Regional 

Medical Center  
Edgewater Inn & Suites  

Home Motors Chevrolet 
Honda of Santa Maria 

Northern Trust 
Roebbelen Construction 

Toyota of Santa Maria  

Diamond Sponsors ($2,500) 
AHC Associated Student 

 Body Government 
Allan Hancock College Foundation 

Board of Directors  
Dan & Peggy Blough  

CalPortland Construction 
Judith & Ron Dale 

ExxonMobil Corporation 
L&G Farms 

Melfred Borzall, Inc. 
Richard & Patricia Melsheimer 

Mission Paving, Inc. 
Richard & Janice Nagler  

Pacific Gas & Electric 
Pacific Western Bank 

Santa Maria Valley Chamber 
Santa Ynez Band  

of Chumash Indians 
SESLOC Federal Credit Union 

The Higgins-Trapnell  
Family Foundation 

Union Bank  

Gold Sponsors ($1,000) 
All American Screen Printing

Allan Hancock College  
Faculty Association 

Allan Hancock College  
Board of Trustees  
AMG & Associates 

Anonymous 
Jed & Diane Beebe 

BMW of Santa Maria 
Jim & Denise Bray 

Linda Stafford Burrows  
Central Coast Truck Center 

Clos Pepe Vineyards  
Community Bank of Santa Maria  

Len Jarrott,  
former SBCC Foundation Director

Kleanerette Laundry  
Ann Foxworthy Lewellen 

Eric Melsheimer  
Monarch Wealth Strategies 

Montecito Bank & Trust 
Ron & Mary Nanning  

Jerry & Jeni Olivera 
Olivera Properties, LLC 

Pacifica Commercial Realty 
Plantel Nurseries  
Presqu’ile Winery 
Mary Lou Rabska 

Red Dog Management, Inc. 
Rotary Club of Santa Maria Breakfast  
Rotary Club of Santa Maria Noontime 

Santa Maria Public Airport District 
Santa Maria Valley YMCA 
Speed’s Oil Tool Service  

Tri W Enterprises, Inc. 
Urban Planning Concepts 
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Gold Sponsors - Continued ($1,000) 
Vernon Edwards  
VTC Enterprises  

Dr. Roger & Mrs. Catherine Welt 
Ed & Caroline Woods 

Silver Sponsors ($500)
Dean & Sharon Colli 

Community Health Centers  
of the Central Coast

Daniel P. Shepard MD/MPH, Inc.
Edward Jones Solvang, Kelly Hunziker

Nabil Fadel
J. Edwin Fields & April Gillette

Tim Harrington & Lucy Thoms-Harrington
Vicki Hernandez & Jennie Robertson

Debra & John Hood
Innovative Produce

 J D Green Construction
George & Karen Johnson

JR Barto Heating & Air Conditioning, Inc.
Main Street Produce

Judy & Charles Markline
People for Leisure and Youth, Inc.

Roy Reed 
Santa Maria Kiwanis for Kids, Inc.

Dr. Michael & Georgia Schrager
SEEAG

The Rotary Club of Santa Maria South

Bronze Sponsors ($250)
Carol Anders 

Apodaca Paving, Inc.
Barca & Barca Financial Network

Cool Hand Luke's
Lee-Volker & Michelle Cox

Maggi Daane
Hans & Carla Duus - Hans Duus Blacksmith

Mike & Marla Gibson
Hans & Wendy Gregersen

Jeff & Rose Hall
Larry & Krystal Lahr
Suzanne Levy, Ed.D.
Bob & Sue Manning

Pacific Christian Center
Greg & Jackie Pensa

Marian Quaid-Maltagliati
Santa Maria Elks Rodeo 

Hilda Zacarías 

Individual Sponsors ($100)
Susan Appel
Laura Becker

C&D CPA
Michael J. Carroll

Holly Chavez
Christian Life Center Youth Group

Terri Lee Coleman
Coleman Forensic Services 

Ed & Denice Cora
John & Marlyn Cox

Dugan Therapy & Fitness 
Max Freund & Cynthia Luna

Paul & Susan Halme
Roberta Heter

Nate Huck
JF Will Company, Inc.

Erin Krier
Margaret & Bowman Lau

Bhupendra Lotwala 
Ronald Lovell

Jim McGlothlin
LeeAnne McNulty

Nash Dentistry 
Sam Orozco

Ken & Toni Ostini
Stephen Palmer 
Stephanie Robb

Gloria Soto 
Virginia Souza

Gil Trujillo 
Charles Varni

Leah West

**As of May 10, 2021**
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In fall 2019, the AHC Foundation launched a quiet campaign gathering a  
new circle of support with gifts of $10,000 and above to the Hancock  
Promise.The amount of the collective gift will be announced during the 
Centennial Celebration. 

Centennial Circle Contributors 
Anonymous 

Big America Hotel / Judy & Hardy Hearn  
Judith & Ron Dale  
Mary Dominguez  

Terry & Inda Dworaczyk  
Donald & Sharon Eames  

J. Edwin Fields & April Gillette 
Judy & Erik Frost  

Mike & Marla Gibson  
Bruce & Pam Lackey  

Judy & Charles Markline  
Mary & Ron Nanning  
Brent & Fran Norris  

Jim & Janice Paulsen 
Santa Maria Rotary Club Breakfast  

Jack & Betty Scully  
In Memory of Allison & Theresa Simas  

Lester Strong 
Ron & Terri Thatcher  

Wrather Family Foundation  
Kevin Walthers & Shannon Elliott
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THANK You! 
Tonight would not be possible without the vision, leadership,  

and hard work of many volunteers and college employees. 

Centennial Celebration  
Planning Committee 

Jim Bray
Terri Lee Coleman 

Lee-Volker Cox
Maggi Daane

Nichole Dechaine
Shannon Elliott

Mike Gibson
Lauren Milbourne

Ken Ostini
Tammy Paster

Gregory A. Pensa
Gordon Rivera

AHC Foundation 
Marlyn Cox
Jon Hooten

Erin Gardner
Tracy McKee

Natalie Rucobo

Public Affairs and Communications
Kevin Boland

Chris McGuinness
Lauren Milbourne

Gina Herlihy
Vicki Hernandez

Olivia Zelmer

AHC Winery
Alfredo Koch
Kelsie Norris

Campus Graphics 
Lauren DuBose

Matthew MacPherson
Robert Nourse
Gordon Rivera
Josue Santos

Elizabeth Zuniga

PCPA Production  
and Craft Shop

Jeff Allen
Jason Bolen
Carter Higgs
Abby Hogan

Henry Matthiessen
Cody Soper
Zach Young

Jennifer Zornow

Stories Told by Film
Chelsea Schmitz

Colton Duncan

Big Red Marketing
Amanda Diefenderfer

Jessica Bohon
Hanna Meisinger
Angelica Ottman

Adept Events
Alexander Bazzell
Zachary Hubbard

Brian Ramos Pineda
Juan “Johnny” Valdez
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Allan Hancock College Board of Trustees 
Jeffery C. Hall

Suzanne Levy, Ed.D.
Gregory A. Pensa

Hilda Zacarías
Ana Rosas Pacheco, Student Trustee 

Superintendent/President 
Kevin G. Walthers, Ph.D.

President’s Cabinet 
Robert Curry, Ph.D., Associate Superintendent/Vice President, Academic Affairs 

Jon Hooten, Ph.D., Executive Director, College Advancement 
Lauren Milbourne, Director, Public Affairs & Communications 
Paul Murphy, Ph.D., Vice President, Institutional Effectiveness 

Nohemy Ornelas, Ed.D., Associate Superintendent/Vice President, Student Services 
Ruben C. Ramirez, Director, Human Resources 

Eric D. Smith, Associate Superintendent/Vice President, Finance and Administration 
Andy Specht, Ph.D., Director, Information Technology Services

AHC Foundation Board of Directors

Lee-Volker Cox, President 
Judith Dale, Vice-President 

Debra Hood, Secretary  
Glenn Owen, Treasurer 

Susan Appel 
Jim Bray 

Frank Campo 
Michael J. Carroll 

Maggi Daane 
Nichole Dechaine 

(Faculty Representative) 
Lennette Espinoza  

(Student Representative) 

J. Edwin Fields 
Erica Jane Flores 

Judy Frost 
Michael L. Gibson 

George Grama 
Tim Harrington 

Margaret S. Hesse 
Debra Hood 
Mario Juarez 

Robert B. Klug 
Robert Manning 

Sam Orozco 
Cynthia Schur

Emeritus Directors
Doris T. Lahr 

(in memoriam) 
Ronald L. Thatcher






