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BY THE NUMBERS: 
09/08/2020 COVID-19

Cases in Louisiana
153,443

Louisiana deaths
4,955

Livingston Parish cases
3,495

Total tests
1,967,458

69

799

Presumed recoveries
134,432

Hospitalizations

On ventilators
131

Livingston Parish deaths

35,208
Livingston Parish tests

WORKING
FOR A 

RECALL
LIVINGSTON ORGANIZES 
TO GET SIGNATURES FOR 

PETITION; FACE TALL 
TASK WITH JUST OVER 

21,000 NAMES REQUIRED

'WE'RE DROWNING'BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

For many in Louisiana, the way Gov. John Bel 
Edwards and the Louisiana Department of Health 
have handled the response to COVID-19 has not been 
popular.

For some, the economic ramifications of COVID-19 
mitigation have been devastating, and dealing with 
educational changes have hindered the ability of house-
holds to participate actively in work environments.

Others, still, say it's an intrusion on freedoms and 
that the governor's mask mandate - instituted in early 
July - is "unconstitutional."

The most recent extension of Phase 2 restrictions to 
Sept. 11 caused two businesses to file a formal recall 
petition for the governor. In order for the measure to 
progress, each parish must elect a representative to 
collect the required number of signatures.

Signatures must be collected in person. Online peti-
tions do not count.

Two locations were scheduled to run over Labor Day 
weekend in Livingston Parish:

• Saturday (9/5) - 26890 La 42 Hwy Springfield, 
LA 70462

• Sunday (9/6) - 2720 South Range Ave. Denham 
Springs, LA 70726

Both locations ran from 9 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Only eligible voters who reside in Louisiana can 

sign the petition. The form will ask for the following 
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FILE PHOTO • THE NEWS
Teachers prepare to take temperatures of students entering campus to start the school year. Teachers and parents have expressed 
frustration with the hybrid model of schooling, as well as COVID-19 mitigation efforts.

AFTER VOICING FRUSTRATIONS WITH HYBRID LEARNING MODEL, 
TEACHERS WALK OUT OF LIVINGSTON PARISH SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Teachers continued to 
voice their frustrations with 
the school system’s hybrid 
learning model before 
storming out of another 
tense meeting of the Living-
ston Parish School Board 
last Thursday.

The meeting was held 
in front of a packed house, 
with a dozen or so teachers 
having to watch from out-
side the Suma Professional 
Development Center after 
the building reached its 
50-person limit.

Less than a month into 
the school year, teachers 
and parents alike repeated 
their concerns that the dis-
trict’s hybrid model “is not 
working.” Several teachers 
said they’re struggling try-
ing to juggle their in-person 

and virtual students, while 
parents said it’s “unreason-
able” to expect children to 
regularly work on school 
assignments at home “with-
out supervision.”

The Livingston Parish 
school system implemented 
a hybrid model to start the 
school year, with students 
placed in one of four 
groups: Group A/B stu-
dents, who alternate days 
learning on campus and at 
home; Group C students, 
who learn in a 100-percent 
virtual format; and Group 
D students, who learn tra-
ditionally five days a week.

The school system 
recently added students 
in grades 3-5 to the list of 
students who receive daily 
face-to-face instruction. 

The hybrid model was 
implemented to adhere to 

capacity limitations set by 
the Louisiana Department 
of Education amid the 
coronavirus pandemic. The 
groups will stay intact while 
the district is in Phase Two 
of its reopening plan, which 
mirrors the phase Gov. 
John Bel Edwards has set 
for the state.

Students would receive 
face-to-face instruction 
five days a week if the state 
moves into Phase Three, 
while all learning would 
be done virtually in Phase 
One.

Edwards’ current Phase 
Two order is set to expire 
on Friday, Sept. 11. He 
is expected to make an 
announcement regarding 
the current order sometime 
this week.

Teachers have voiced 
their concerns since the 

start of the school year, and 
those cries for help contin-
ued in the School Board 
meeting last Thursday. 
Many teachers said that 
the hybrid model — which 
one called an “unsustain-
able plan” — has placed an 
“overwhelming” workload 
on them and lessened the 
quality of their instruction. 
A few said they are losing 
passion for the job.

“We have fought and 
sacrificed through it all, 
but we are drowning,” said 
Andrew Pullman, a high 
school art teacher. “We’re 
drowning, and you’re 
watching us struggle to 
keep our kids afloat.”

The boiling point came 
near the end of the meet-
ing, after District 9 board 
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HERE COME THE 'BUCS!

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

A groundbreaking cer-
emony will be held for the 
new K-8 Southside campus 
on Thursday, Sept. 10.

The ceremony will begin 
at 1 p.m. at the planned 
site for the new campus, 
located at 26353 La. 

Highway 16 in Denham 
Springs. It will be attend-
ed by Livingston Parish 
school leaders and local 
elected officials. The public 
is also invited to attend.

This marks the next 
step for Southside Ele-
mentary and Southside 
Junior High, two of the 
three schools in the district 

that were most damaged 
during the August 2016 
flood, along with Denham 
Springs Elementary.

Southside Elementary 
was originally located 
on Range Avenue within 
the city limits of Denham 
Springs. Now, it will be 
combined with the South-
side Junior High on the 

27-acre plot on Highway 
16 as part of a $45-million, 
state-of-the-art “me-
ga-campus.”

Site preparation for 
the two-story, two-school 
campus is scheduled to be-
gin later this month, with 
construction slated to be 
complete by the start of the 
2022-23 school year.

GROUNDBREAKING FOR NEW SOUTHSIDE 'MEGACAMPUS' SCHEDULED FOR SEPT. 10


