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Don’t forget 
to pick up 
your copy of 
the new, 
convenient 
tabloid size
Livingston 
Parish News
out every
Thursday

The News will return to once-a-week in October
Staff report 

The Livingston Parish News
After the Great Flood, 

due to issues with 
printing, the post of-
fice, and cash flow the 
News went to once-a-
week on Thursday.

Two years after, in 
October of 2018, the 

paper returned to a 
twice-a-week format, 
Thursday and Sunday.

Unfortunately, Sun-
day’s return gained no 
traction. Few-to-none 
were picked up in the 
early going, and that 
did not change much 
during the time in 

which twice-a-week 
was active.

In the two years since 
we had gone to once, 
due to the 2016 flood, 
advertisers themselves 
had become used to the 
Thursday-only edi-
tion, a fact which did 
not change until later 

in the life cycle of the 
News’ return to twice-
a-week.

Even still, few chose 
to run on Sunday’s un-
less they were seeking 
consecutive ad place-
ments.

Then, with the release 
of our magazine style 

on Thursdays, most ad-
vertisers chose to stay 
in Thursday’s edition 
- a fact which kept our 
Sunday paper small.

Finally, consistent 
movement to our web-
site, app, and social me-
dia has drawn readers 
away from the written 

word.
However, pages will 

be added to the Thurs-
day edition that will 
ensure that no content 
will be lost in this tran-
sition.

Some agreement on education
Candidates for BESE 6 agree: Common Core, Type 2 Charter Schools, and John White ‘must go’ 

P

By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — They 
don’t like Common 
Core, the teacher evalu-
ation system, Type 2 
charter schools or Edu-
cation Superintendent 
John White.

But they love teachers 
and support education.

Four candidates for 
the District 6 seat on 
the state Board of El-
ementary and Second-
ary Education (BESE) 
expressed those views 

KEVIN FAMBROUGH | THE NEWS

Moderator Kellee Hennessy Dickerson, left, outlines the forum rules to the District 6 candidates to the state Board of Elementary and Secondary Education on Wednesday. Seated 
from left are Vicki Auguste, Ciara Hart, Ronnie Morris and Gregory Spiers.

Wednesday at a candi-
date forum sponsored 
by the Louisiana Public 
School Coalition and 
was held at the Den-
ham Springs/Walker 
Branch Library.

Seeking the seat Oct. 
12 are Vicki Auguste, 
of Prairieville; Ciara 
Hart, Baton Rouge; 
Ronnie Morris, Baton 
Rouge; and Gregory 
Spiers, Springfield.

District 6 is made up 
of Livingston, Tangipa-
hoa, and Washington 
parishes and part of As-
cension and East Baton 
Rouge parishes.

From their opening 
statements, the can-
didates made some of 
their stances clear.

“I’m not against all 
charter schools, but 
we’re at a point in time 

we need to put a ban,” 
said Auguste, who 
described herself as a 
veteran educator of 24 
years.

Charters are “taking 
a lot of much-needed 
funds from public 
school systems,” she 
said. “Corporations 
only see our kids as dol-
lar signs.”

“I will fight to get 
rid of John White,” 
Auguste said. “John 
White is the biggest 
problem. When he was 
appointed, I was more 
qualified,” she said, cit-
ing her four degrees.

Hart, an eighth-grade 
American history 
teacher, said her dream 
is for “every child to 
have an equitable edu-
cation.”

Teachers should be 

paid as professionals, 
she said.

Louisiana must ad-
dress the growing num-
ber of students entering 
schools whose first 
language is not English 
and adopt a “curricu-
lum that addresses the 
needs of students, a 
curriculum that doesn’t 
make an assumption of 
what children need to 
know.”

Morris said he went 
to college at age 32 and 
after graduation taught 
high school calculus 
and physics for a year.

He also volunteers in 
public schools, at one 
time bringing Junior 
Achievement into 
schools – Istrouma, 
Dunham, and Catholic 
High.

“I appreciate the 

cultures of different 
schools.”

“Teaching is a pro-
fession, and teachers 
should be treated as 
professionals and com-
pensated as a profes-
sional,” he said.

Morris said he sup-
ports early childhood 
education.

“Seventy-five percent 
of eighth-graders aren’t 
proficient in language 
skills,” he said. “We 
need to teach kids to 
read. They should be 
literate by third grade.”

Spiers also recounted 
his own educational ex-
perience after serving 
four years as a SEAL 
in the U.S. Navy, going 
from substitute teacher 
to full-time teacher 
at Ponchatoula High 
for two years, where 

he taught juniors and 
seniors who were not 
going to college.

“Only 19 percent of 
students graduate with 
4-year degrees; the 
other 81 percent go into 
the workforce,” Spi-
ers said. “We are not 
preparing them.”

BESE needs to focus 
on teacher attrition, 
getting rid of Common 
Core, and “give more 
authority back to local 
school districts,” Spiers 
said.

Education reform

“Education reform 
has been a complete 
failure,” Spiers said. 
“Common Core was to 

By McHugh David 
The Livingston Parish News

Campaign finance is an 
enigma for some voters.

Oft-asked questions include: 
‘Where can I find it?,’ ‘What 
are the rules?,’ and ‘How do I 
read it once I have it?’

The answer to the first ques-
tion is the Ethics Board site, 
ethics.la.gov.

A written records request 
may also be submitted, how-
ever it takes some time for 
the government to ship that 
required paperwork via mail - 

upwards of two weeks, some-
times more, according to the 
ethics office.

Depending on how you’re 
viewing their website, wheth-
er on a phone or on a com-
puter, users will navigate to 
the ‘Campaign Finance’ menu 
and tap ‘View Reports.’

From here, those interested 
in the financial reports of 
candidates can hit the ‘Search 
Reports’ near the top, which 
is the most broad query for fi-
nancial data, and begin their 
search into individual cam-

paigns’ financial records.
Filing dates, especially for 

local races, come quickly 
before the actual election. 
There’s a required date of fil-
ing 30 days before the election, 
then 10 days, and the election 
day results.

There is also a 48-hour 
report that is required in the 
10 days leading up to the elec-
tion, should a candidate spend 
or receive anything over $200.

That transaction must be 
reported in that 10 day win-
dow within 48 hours of it’s 

occurance.
Limits on single donations 

to campaigns are $5,000 for 
state wide offices, $2,500 for 
district, and $1,000 for smaller 
offices.

PAC limits are much higher 
- $80,000, $60,000, and $20,000, 
respectively.

Also, if an individual is a 
member of a PAC that has at 
least 250 total membership, 
individual donation limits are 

How to navigate campaign finance
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