
By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — Voters in two newly created Liv-
ingston Parish recreation districts rejected tax 
proposals to fund programs, according to unof-
ficial results from the Dec. 8 election.

Sixty-two percent of the voters in Recreation 
District 7 nixed the proposed 15-mill, 10-year 
millage to support the programs for the Town 
of Livingston and areas north of Interstate 12, 
stretching from South Satsuma Road to the 
Tickfaw River. 

A total of 417 voters rejected the proposal and 
only 254 favored it.

“The people voted 
… that’s all I can say,” 
Recreation District 
7 Director Ronnie 
McLin said. “I hate 
to see that it didn’t 
pass because we re-
ally needed it, but the 
people have spoken 
and that’s all I can 
say.”

A 10-mill, 10-year 
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LIVINGSTON — More than 
200 parish property 
tax notices returned as 
“undeliverable mail” 
has kept employees 
from the Livingston 
Parish Sheriff’s Office 
and the U.S. Postal Ser-
vice busy trying to find 
the correct addresses.

The undeliverable 
notices all came from a 
stretch of La. 447, south 
of Interstate 12 and ex-

tending to an area near 
Port Vincent, Sheriff’s 
Office spokeswoman 
Lori Steele said.

The office mailed 
57,420 notices across 
Livingston Parish as 
first-class mail Nov. 20.

The undeliverable 
notices were all mailed 
from the Denham 
Springs branch of the 
U.S. Postal Service. 

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — The Liv-
ingston Parish Asses-
sor’s Office will enter a 
cooperative agreement 
with three parish agen-
cies to crack down on 
residents who claim 
homestead exemp-
tion on more than one 
dwelling, according 

By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

WALKER — Oak Street 
needs to get ready 
– there’s a new guy 
moving in with a lot of 
energy.

Dallas got his new 
chance at his “furever 
home” Saturday when 
Donielle Highland 
adopted him at the 
Walker Animal Shel-
ter’s Adoption Day at 
PetSmart at Juban 
Crossing.

The year-old, black-
and-white terrier mix 
was one of the last 
three dogs the shelter 
had after it took to 
social media and the 
news media to ask to 
help with overcrowd-
ing.

Adoption Day began 
at 10 a.m. By 11:11 a.m., 
all three dogs were 
bound for their new 
homes. 

On Dec. 3, shelter 
supervisor Mary Gray 

posted the plea when 
all of its dog kennels 
were full and more 
strays were being 
brought in.

It has been more than 
two years since a dog 
was euthanized for lack 
of room and the Walker 
Animal Shelter wanted 
to keep its “no-kill” 
streak going.

“After the word got 
out, the phones started 
ringing off the hook,” 
said Scarlett Milton 
Major, Walker City 
Council member and 
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Dual homestead 
filing targeted

to Assessor Jeff 
Taylor. 

Taylor said he 
will go before the 
Livingston Parish 
School Board at its 
Dec. 13 meeting to 
seek its involvement 
with Assessure, a 
Covington business 
that audits prop-
erty records for dual 
homesteads. 

The assessor 
will also bring the 
Livingston Parish 
Sheriff’s Office and 
Livingston Parish 
Council into the 
mix.

Homeowners in 
Louisiana are eli-
gible for the home-
stead exemption, 
which can reduce 
the amount of prop-
erty taxes owed. 
The homestead 
exemption applies 
to owner-occupied 
primary residences 
and reduces as-
sessed value by 
$7,500.

The homestead 
exemption can apply 
only to the domi-
ciliary residence, 
according to Louisi-
ana state law.

A sample audit 
determined between 
1,100 and 1,200 – or 
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Top: Dallas, a 1-year-old 
terrier mix, attended 
the Adoption Day by the 
Walker Animal Shelter at 
PetSmart at Juban Cross-
ing. He was adopted on 
Saturday. Right: Mr. T also 
found his forever home at 
the Adoption Day.
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Undeliverable tax bills collect in a postal bin.

Inside
Opinion   A6

Marketplace   A8

Legals   A10

Classified	 		A9

Business   A7

Sports   B1

Lifestyle   B12

Arts Page   B11

FACEBOOK.COM I THELIVINGSTONPARISHNEWS INSTAGRAM.COM I LIVINGSTONPARISHNEWSTWITTER.COM I @LPNEWS1898

VOLUME 119, NUMBER 125  I   THURSDAY, DECEMBER 13, 2018  I   WWW.LIVINGSTONPARISHNEWS.COM

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — The Livingston Parish 
Council budget for 2019 includes 
many familiar wish-list items, but 
the move further past one of the big-
gest boosts in funding has triggered 
a sense of caution for the parish 
finance director.

The Parish Council approved a 2019 
budget Dec. 6, which will include 
additional roadwork and coastal 
restoration, made possible through a 
federal fund.

Expenditures on the budget total 
$66 million on $57 million in revenue, 
but the extra $8 million comes from 
roadwork and a federally funded 
bond that will allow for cleanup and 
dredging of the Amite and Blood 
rivers.

The growth in sales taxes and 
population has yielded an increase in 
services by the parish. 

The news may seem bright on the 
surface, but Finance Director Jen-
nifer Meyers addresses the situation 
with cautious optimism.

“Overall – and I’m a little hesitant 
to say this – we benefitted indirectly 
from the flood in terms of increased 
sales tax,” said Meyers, moments 
after she addressed the council. 

“That is gone now, and I’m hopeful 
the parish continues to grow with 
the sales tax and keep up with the 
expenses.

“We’ve gotten to where we’re glad 
to have the bulk revenue, but we 
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A GOMESA grant for coast-
al restoration was included 
in the 2019 budget.


