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OFFICIALS URGE 
MORE COVID-19 

VACCINATIONS AS 
HOSPITALIZATIONS, NEW 

CASES, AND PERCENT 
POSITIVITY RISE ‘BLESSED TO HAVE THIS BUILDING’

WALKER OFFICIALS CUT RIBBON ON NEW COMMUNITY CENTER THAT CAN 
BE USED AS A SAFE HOUSE

DAVID GRAY • THE NEWS
Pictured is the Walker Community Center, which was officially unveiled during a ribbon-cutting ceremony on Wednesday, June 
30, 2021.

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

There’s a new place 

where people can play bas-
ketball, learn how to dance, 
or ride out a storm during 
an emergency — all in one 
building.

City officials and other 
elected leaders came 
together for a ribbon-cut-
ting ceremony to mark 
the official opening of the 
Walker Community Center, 
a multi-purpose facility that 
can be used for recreation 
and as a safe house in emer-
gency situations.

This marks the second 
grand opening for a new 
city facility in the last 
two months. In mid-May, 
officials cut the ribbon on 

a new, state-of-the-art City 
Hall building on Aydell 
Lane that was years in the 
making.

The ceremony for the 
community center was 
held Wednesday, June 30, 
and there wasn’t a wasted 
moment: Officials had 
barely cut the ribbon when 
music started to blast from 
the gymnasium as a line 
dancing class got underway 
in the spacious gym.

“We’re very blessed to 
have this building,” Mayor 
Jimmy Watson said.

Located on the southeast 
corner of Sidney Hutchin-
son Park, the Community 
Center cost the City of 
Walker 25 percent of the 
$5 million price tag, with 
FEMA funds covering the 

remaining 75 percent.
The idea for the facility 

came during the admin-
istration of former Mayor 
Rick Ramsey, who credited 
the city council for its “fore-
sight” in realizing the need 
for such a space. Ramsey 
said several other munici-
palities and entities in the 
parish were offered such 
a facility, but only Walker 
accepted.

In emergencies such as 
hurricanes, the facility 
can serve as a center for 
emergency personnel and 
communications as well as 
a place for people to shelter 
should it be necessary. 
It was built to withstand 
inclement weather, officials 
said.

The facility, which covers 

around 15,000 square feet, 
will house law enforcement 
officials, EMTs, firefighters, 
electrical workers and mu-
nicipal workers who handle 
sewer, water and gas ser-
vices from any municipality 
in Livingston Parish. It can 
also function as a shelter 
during evacuations.

But when it’s not being 
used for emergencies, the 
center will be utilized as a 
recreational hub for sports 
such as basketball and vol-
leyball — or as was the case 
during the ribbon-cutting 
ceremony, a dancing studio.

It just adds to the 
offerings of the Sidney 
Hutchinson Park, which 
also include ball fields, 

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

The more transmissible Delta variant of the nov-
el coronavirus has become the dominant strain in 
the country, accounting for more than half of all 
COVID-19 circulating nationwide, officials said Thurs-
day.

As it has in other states, that has led to a recent 
spike in new cases, hospitalizations, and the percent 
positivity of tests in Louisiana — all coming while the 
state continues to lag behind the national average in 
vaccinations.

In a joint statement from the Governor’s Office and 
the Louisiana Department of Health, Gov. John Bel 
Edwards and State Health Officer Dr. Joe Kanter 
urged people to get vaccinated, whether to protect 
themselves or for a chance to win money or scholar-
ships in the state’s vaccine lottery.

As of the latest data, roughly 1.6 million residents 
have completed a vaccine series while around 1.8 mil-
lion have at least started one, accounting for roughly 35 
percent and 39 percent of the state, respectively.

Both percentages trail the national average of 47.7 
percent of people who have completed a vaccine series 
and 55.2 percent of people who have at least started 

BANK OF ZACHARY OFFICIALLY CUTS THE RIBBON ON WATSON BRANCH
BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

It took a year longer 
than expected, but Bank of 
Zachary officially cut the 
ribbon on its new Watson 
branch during a ceremony 
on Thursday, July 1.

The Livingston Parish 
Chamber of Commerce 
originally planned to hold 
the ribbon-cutting ceremo-
ny in 2020, but things were 
pushed back due to the 
coronavirus pandemic.

Despite delaying the 
ceremony, the Watson 
branch opened for business 
last year and has been in 
operation since.

The ceremony included 
a speech from Bank of 
Zachary President/CEO 

Mark Marrioneaux, who 
gave thanks to everyone 
that contributed to the new 
location. He said this is also 
a great transition for most 
Bank of Zachary employees 
that currently reside in or 
are originally from Living-
ston Parish.

Bank of Zachary leaders 
spread more thanks for the 
occasion in a Facebook post 
following the ceremony.

“It was definitely worth 
the wait!” the post said. 
“Thank you to the Liv-
ingston Parish Chamber 
of Commerce, Bank of 
Zachary customers, fellow 
businesses and the people 
of Livingston Parish for the 
warm welcome.

“After waiting a year 
after opening our doors, 

our Watson Branch Grand 
Opening Celebration & 

Ribbon Cutting was a huge 
success. It was a wonderful 

day and we are so happy to 
be here and serve the peo-

ple of Livingston Parish. 
We look forward to many 
successful years to come in 
this beautiful community.”

The ceremony also 
served as the 117th 
anniversary for Bank of 
Zachary, which opened 
its doors in 1904 and has 
since grown to five offices 
in the Greater Baton 
Rouge area.

Bank of Zachary’s Wat-
son branch is located at 
32340 LA Hwy. 16. Lobby 
hours are 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Monday-Thursday and 9 
a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Friday. 
Drive-thru hours are 9 
a.m. - 5:30 p.m. Monday- 
Friday.

To reach the branch 
via telephone, call (225) 
667-4921.

DAVID GRAY • THE NEWS
Pictured is the Bank of Zachary’s new Watson branch, which was officially unveiled during a 
ribbon-cutting ceremony on Thursday, July 1, 2021.
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DENNIS, CYNTHIA PERKINS’ TRIAL TO BE DELAYED, JUDGE RULES
BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

A judge has ruled that 

the trial for a former 
middle school teacher who 
is accused of a plethora of 
sexual abuse crimes will 
be pushed back, raising 
questions about whether the 
case will be tried in 2021.

The trial date for Cyn-
thia Perkins will be set at a 
later time.

Judge Erika Sledge of 
21st Judicial District Court 
made the ruling during a 
hearing Thursday, less than 
a week before the trial for 
Perkins was set to start.

The postponement sig-
nals the latest change in the 
case against Cynthia and 
Dennis Perkins, the two at 
the center of a high-profile 

sexual abuse scandal that 
has been bogged down by 
logistical issues over the 
past several weeks.

The two were arrested 
in October 2019 and later 
indicted together. They 
were originally set to stand 
trial as co-defendants 
until Sledge ruled in favor 

of a severance once new 
evidence showed Cynthia 
Perkins’ defense would 
be “antagonistic” toward 
Dennis Perkins.

The Louisiana Attorney 
General’s Office is prose-
cuting the case.

The postponement for 
Cynthia Perkins’ trial came 

one day after the Louisi-
ana First Circuit Court of 
Appeal agreed to push back 
Dennis Perkins’ trial, which 
was originally slated to be-
gin July 12 after prosecutors 
said they wanted Dennis 
Perkins to stand trial first. 
The decision to sever was 
made because Dennis 

Perkins’ attorney, Jarrett 
Ambeau, is scheduled to be 
counsel for the defense in a 
first-degree murder trial in 
East Feliciana Parish slated 
to also start July 12.

Dennis Perkins’ trial may 
not happen until 2022.

In a separate decision 
Wednesday, the First Cir-
cuit Court of Appeal denied 
a request from the Loui-
siana Attorney General’s 
Office to combine the trials.

The request to postpone 
Cynthia Perkins’ trial came 
from her attorney James 
Spokes in a preemptive 
move should something 
change with regards to 
her former co-defendant’s 
trial. Following the delay 
of Dennis Perkins’ trial, 
the attorney general's office 
moved to begin Cynthia 

Perkins’ trial on Monday.
During Thursday’s 

hearing, Spoke said he 
and his client needed time 
to review new evidence 
obtained by the Attorney 
General’s Office that he 
said “go to the heart of our 
ability to present a defense 
at this time.”

He mentioned wanting 
access to files obtained 
by prosecutors that he 
believes show Dennis 
Perkins “abused his 
position of power” while 
with the Livingston Parish 
Sheriff’s Office. In those 
files, Spokes said there are 
photos and videos showing 
women Dennis Perkins 
“coerced” into sexual activ-
ity, including the personal 
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