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By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — The first 10 Denham Springs 
homeowners to seek help from the federal 
Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) program 
have had their applications sent on their way.

The Denham Springs City Council approved 
an application Tuesday for $1,636,118.45, which 
will buy and raze two homes and elevate eight 
others.

The two acquisitions are homes on Center-
ville Street and South River Road.

The eight homes seeking elevation include 
three on Benton Lane 
and single homes on 
Kline Street, Wil-
liams Street, Carol 
Sue, Oakwood Drive 
and North River 
Road.

“We don’t deter-
mine who quali-
fies,” Mayor Gerard 
Landry said. “We 
help people with 
their applications.”

By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

WALKER — The Walker 
City Council con-
demned its second 
property on Monday 
in an effort to deal 
with the most serious 
blighted properties in 
the city.

By a 5-0 vote, the City 
Council condemned a 
mobile home at 13466 E. 

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — Proponents 
of two ill-fated recre-
ation taxes both say 
they will seek options 

to continue programs, 
although not many pos-
sibilities exist.

Sixty-three percent of 
the voters (696, 20.2% 
turnout) rejected a 10-

mill tax in Recreation 
District 5-South, which 
covers the Colyell and 
Satsuma area south of 
Interstate 12.

Sixty-two percent of 

the voters (671, 17.8% 
turnout) nixed a 15-mill 
property for District 7  

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — 
U.S. Sen. John 
Neely Kennedy’s 
decision not to run 
against Gov. John 
Bel Edwards in the 
fall 2019 primary 
surprised much 
of the Louisiana 
voting population, 
including most of 
Livingston Parish’s 
state legislative 
delegation.
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Helping to explain the federal Flood Mitigation As-
sistance program to Denham Springs residents in 
September were, from left, Jeanette Clark, commu-
nity recovery coordinator; Rick Foster, city building 
official; and Kim Ryals, Quality Engineering.
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By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The possibility 
of an additional delay on inter-
pretation of the Duplication of 
Benefits waiver may prompt 
Congress to impose sanctions 
or take legal action against the 
federal Department of Housing 
and Urban Development.

That plan of action comes 
after a listening session – a less 
formal version of an oversight 
hearing – in which HUD of-
ficials said it would take until 
March or April to resolve the 
waiver issue, Congressman 
Garret Graves told The News.

The Dec. 6 meeting included 
officials from HUD, the Federal 
Emergency Management Agen-
cy (FEMA), the Small Business 
Administration and the White 
House.

Disagreements among agen-
cies prompted the meeting, 
said Graves, a Republican who 
represent’s the congressional 
6th District.

“I wanted them all in the room 
at once because of all the finger-
pointing between those folks,” 
he said. 

“The law has been changed 
and the Duplication of Benefits 
issue has been fixed in the law, 
but there are bureaucrats who 
have been fighting this from the 
very beginning and disagree-
ing that people who made SBA 
loans should be eligible.”

The House and Senate in early 
October agreed to a fix on the 
Duplication of Benefits provi-

sion, which Congress included 
in the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration Reauthorization Bill 
that President Donald Trump 
signed into law.

The legislation has not ended 
delays in the $250 million the 
Community Development Block 
Grant funds Restore Louisiana 
was set to dole out to residents 
who had previously been denied 
awards.

An interpretation of an SBA 
loan and Restore award as a du-
plication of benefits has blocked 
thousands of residents from 
receiving additional assistance 
after natural disasters of 2016.

This included the floods in 
March and August 2016, as well 
as tornadoes in February 2016.

Graves and other memebrs of 
Congress may consider sanc-
tions against HUD, including 
the restriction of funding as 
part of the House Appropria-
tions Bill.

“If HUD will not to pay disas-
ter victims, then HUD shouldn’t 
be paid,” Graves said. 

“We’re also working on legal 
action because there are bal-
ances of power and mechanisms 
by which folks can get legal 
recourse or reconciliation.

“The law is fixed and there’s 
not a single problem with the 
law,” Graves said. “It’s deep-
staked bureaucrats holding up 
the law.”

Graves and other congres-
sional members have expressed 
their frustrations to the HUD 
secretary, Dr. Ben Carson, 

along with his now former as-
sistant Neil Rackleff.

“These are the same people 
who appropriated the $1.2 bil-
lion in relief back in February, 
and they still haven’t issued the 
guidance,” he said

The latest holdup has not only 
drawn anger from the Louisi-
ana delegation.

The 45-day waiver has also 
expired for Texas and North 
Carolina, whose representatives 
also sent waiver requests.

Florida, Puerto Rico and the 
U.S. Virgin Islands will also 
make similar requests.

The issue may wind up in the 
courts, Graves said.

“This is not just a Louisiana 
deal,” he said. 

“This is all a bunch of bureau-
crats driving this thing out, 
and these are the same agencies 
who allow the same benefit to 
go through in 2012 after Super 
Storm Sandy, yet they’re fight-
ing it with us … it’s a bureau-
cratic nightmare.

“The actions by HUD are un-
acceptable and illegal,” Graves 
said.

An opinion from HUD that the 
states do not need the presi-
dent’s signature on a waiver 
further complicated the discus-
sion.

Representatives from HUD 
and FEMA said the waiver does 
not need the president’s signa-
ture, as he does not hold the 

MORGAN PREWITT | THE NEWS

Rep. Garret Graves, R-Baton Rouge, explains his efforts to prevent floods in the future at the federal level during the 
Livingston Parish Chamber of Commerce meeting at Forrest Grove Plantation on May 31. Now, in December, Graves 
will be pushing the Department of Housing and Urban Development to make a call on Duplication of Benefits provi-
sions that have been written into law.
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