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By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — The Livingston Parish Council 
rejected a preliminary plat for a multifamily 
development in a subdivision adjacent to a 
rapidly growing residential corridor.

The 5-4 vote at the Jan. 10 meeting in a 
jampacked chamber of nearly 100 spectators 
followed more than an hour of often-heated 
protests from those who opposed the plan for 
Starwood Knoll. The proposed development 
would be adjacent to Woodland Crossing, a 
subdivision which fronts Bonnie Blue Drive. 

Starwood Knoll Development, proposed by 
Garry Lewis Properties, would occupy 10 
acres of a 75-acre tract 200 yards from La. 447 
in Walker south of Interstate 12. 

Council members Jeff Averett, Tracy 
Girlinghouse, R.C. “Bubba” Harris, Shane 
Mack and John Wascom voted against the 
plan. Councilmen Jeff Ard, Maurice “Scooter” 
Keen, Tab Lobell and Garry “Frog” Talbert 
voted for the measure.

The vote against the plat drew a loud cheer 
from the crowd, most of whom opposed the 
development. The council’s decision came one 
night after the Livingston Parish Planning 
Commission gave the green light to the plan. 

Concerns that the complex would put ad-
ditional strain on infrastructure and create 
more congestion along roadways – particu-
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LIVINGSTON — A proposed fee for mosquito 
abatement will go before voters in Parish 
Council Districts 2 and 3, and a millage 
for Livingston Parish Fire Protection 
District 11 will go up for renewal on the 
east side of the parish in elections sched-
uled this spring.

The Livingston Parish Council ap-
proved the measures for the May 4 ballot 

during its Jan. 10 meeting.
The mosquito abatement district would 

levy and collect a service charge not to 
exceed $3 per month. The revenue would 
pay for the costs of abatement and control 
programs within the districts.

The proposal was brought before the 
council by members Garry “Frog” Tal-
bert and Maurice “Scooter” Keen, the 
respective representatives of Districts 2 
and 3. 

Councilman John Wascom, who repre-
sents District 4 in the Denham Springs 
area, cast the lone dissenting vote on the 
mosquito abatement proposal.

He accused Talbert and Keen of slip-
ping the millage proposal before voters 
on a short ballot.

“It seems they put the taxes people 
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BATON ROUGE — An-
other Louisiana 
lawmaker in Wash-
ington, D.C.,  has 
gone on record to 
express doubt that 
construction of a 
border wall will in-
terfere with funding 
for the Comite River 
Diversion Canal.

In a report from 
The Associated 
Press, Sen. Bill Cas-
sidy, R-La., said 
funding for the 

Staff report 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — Buddy 
Mincey Jr. was elected 
president of the Liv-
ingston Parish School 
Board on Thursday, 
Jan. 10, by his fellow 
board members.  

Mincey, of Denham 
Springs, who repre-
sents District 5, is 
beginning his fourth 
term on the board.

David “Bo” Graham, 
of Walker, was elected 
vice president. He is 
beginning his second 
term in office and rep-
resents District 7.

“I am deeply hon-
ored to have the trust 
and confidence of my 
fellow board members 
to serve as their presi-
dent,” Mincey said.

“I have been privi-

leged to grow up with 
parents and family 
members, who taught 
me to care about others 
and seek ways to make 
a positive difference.  

“I have strived to con-
tinue that philosophy 
as a School Board mem-
ber, and I will certainly 
do my best to continue 

this philosophy as 
board president.”

The election of presi-
dent and vice president 
was the first official 
act of business taken 
by the newly sworn-in 
board, which includes 
four new members:  
Brad Sharp of Livings-
ton, District 1; Bradley 

Harris of Denham 
Springs, District 4; 
Frank Parrino of 
Springfield, District 8, 
and Devin Gregoire of 
Albany, District 9.  

Returning mem-
bers include Kellee 
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The newly sworn in 
Livingston Parish School 
Board includes, from left, 
Devin Gregoire of Albany, 
David “Bo” Graham of 
Walker, Kellee Hennessy-
Dickerson of Watson, Frank 
Parrino of Springfield, Jeff 
Cox of Walker, Buddy Minc-
ey Jr., of Denham Springs, 
Jan Benton of Denham 
Springs, Bradley Harris of 
Denham Springs and Brad 
Sharp of Livingston. 
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By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — It 
withstood hurricanes, 
floods, storms – the 
rare snowfall – and the 
energy of thousands of 
elementary and junior 
high students over the 
years.

It took a 40-ton crane 
to finally take down the 
flood-damaged Denham 
Springs Elementary 
School on the morning 
of  Friday, Jan. 11.

The demolition is the 
first step in the process 
that will culminate in 
a new school on Range 
Avenue, with 90 percent 
of the cost covered by 

the Federal Emergency 
Management Agency.

Few people were 
on hand to watch the 
clanking, rumbling ma-
chine first tear a roof 
into pieces, then pull 
down walls, pushing 
the debris into piles it 
rolled over to get to its 
next target.

“The flood was 
unexpected, but now 
there is a light at the 
end of the tunnel,” said 
Gail DeLee, principal 
of Denham Springs 
Elementary.

After beginning her 
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DENHAM SPRINGS — Build-
ing demolition brings 
to mind knocking 
things down and creat-
ing big pile of debris.

But there are dollars 
in that potential debris 
and the Livingston 
Parish school system is 
using that to get lower 
bids for the work and 
save itself some money. 

Contractors are 
demolishing the three 
schools hit hardest dur-
ing the Great Flood of 
2016 – Denham Springs 
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Above: A steel beam falls victim to a crane during 
demolition of Denham Springs Elementary on Range 
Avenue on Friday, Jan. 11. Right: A crane rips into 
the roof of the cafeteria. Despite having survived 
tornadoes, floods, fires and a constant stream of 
elementary-school children, the crane made short work 
of the school as the site makes ready for it’s fresh look.


