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By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — City 
residents will see a 
92-cent increase in 
their solid waste-
recycling bill.

The City Council 
approved the rate 
hike for Republic 
Services of Baton 
Rouge at Tuesday’s 
council meeting.

Mayor Gerard 
Landry said the 

By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

WALKER — International 
tariffs between the 
United States and other 
nations might seem 
to have no effect on a 
bridge in Walker, but 
they do.

Chief of Operations 
Jamie Etheridge up-

dated the City Council 
on Monday on the sta-
tus of the Keith Street 
bridge, three culverts 
that drain  near the CN 
Railroad tracks.

“We met with our 
engineering firm and 

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — The Restore Louisiana program 
has experienced a spike in the number of 
homeowner surveys since the process re-
opened, the top official from the Governor’s 

Office of Homeland 
Security and Emer-
gency Preparedness 
said Tuesday.

The Office of Com-
munity Development  
has accepted 1,100 
additional surveys 
-- including 260 from 
Livingston Parish 
-- since Gov. John Bel 
Edwards reopened 
the survey period, 
Pat Forbes said. 

A total of 770 par-
ticipants of the sur-
vey will be invited 
to apply for Restore 
Louisiana grant. 
They will receive the 

formal invitation upon completion of the en-
vironmental review of the property. The total 
includes 201 from Livingston Parish.

In most cases, those who did not receive an 
invitation to the application process did not 
own the home at the time of the flood, Forbes 
said. 

The extension of the application process 

Restore 

La. sees 

hike in 

surveys
260 in Livingston Parish 

among 1,100 surveys 
seeking recovery grants 

P

I BY THE NUMBERS___
1,100 
New surveys submitted

260 
New surveys submitted 
from Livingston Parish

201 
From Livingston Parish to 
be invited to apply for grant 
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City garbage 
rates face 

hike -- 92¢
Tariff worry hits 

bridge project

KEVIN FAMBROUGH | THE NEWS

The City of Walker will seek bids to replace these three 
culverts that drain Dumplin Creek past the CN Railroad 
tracks and under Keith Street. 
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I BY THE NUMBERS___
$19.12 
New total bill amount

$16.23 
TNew solid-waste pickup 
charge

$2.89 
New recyling charge
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By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

BATON ROUGE — Allegations of 
bid-rigging on the process to 
purchase new state voting 
machines -- and a much higher 
price tag than the cost presented 
to legislators -- ignited a heated 
exchange between the interim 
secretary of state and an oppo-
nent during a forum Oct. 8.

Interim Secretary of State 
Kyle Ardoin and opponent Rick 
Edmonds exchanged barbs dur-
ing a forum of secretary of state 
candidates the Press Club of Ba-
ton Rouge hosted at the Argosy 
Atrium.

Edmonds, a Republican state 
representative from Baton 
Rouge, called for the state to find 
a more affordable supplier for 
new voting machines. 

The Secretary of State’s Office, 
in a presentation to the state 
Legislature, provided a cost 
estimate of $40 million to $60 

million to replace state’s voting 
machines. The bid under review 
is at $95 million.

“I called on Kyle Ardoin to 
end this process weeks ago, and 
he did not, so I’m not pleased at 
all,” Edmonds said. “This was a 
bid rig, meaning two companies 
didn’t have the same advantage 
of another company, and that is 
totally unacceptable ... we can’t 
tolerate more scandals.”

The final price tag will likely 
come out much less than the 
amount the company submit-
ted in the request for proposals, 
Ardoin said.

“It’s all going to be fine at the 
end,” he said. “This is just a way 
to cook up political news for 
themselves and create news for 
themselves.

“You’re trying to create balo-
ney out of baloney that doesn’t 
give anything,” Ardoin said. 
“There’s no credibility to this 
whatsoever.”

“Here’s some mayonnaise for 
that baloney -- keep your word,” 
Edmonds responded. “If you 
would do that, we wouldn’t have 
to doubt you.”

Rep. Julie Stokes of New Or-
leans,  longtime public servant 
Renee Fontenot Free and Turkey 
Creek Mayor Heather Cloud also 
participated in the forum in 
preparation for the primary elec-
tion Nov. 6.

The candidates seek to fill the 
unexpired term of Tom Schedler, 
who resigned in February amid 
a sexual harassment scandal 
involving a staff member from 
his office. 

Ardoin, an eight-year employee 
of the state office, said he has 
established the strictest anti-
harassment policy of any state 
government agency. He said he 
has already fired an employee 
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JOHN DUPONT | THE NEWSABOVE: 

Above: Interim Secretary of State Kyle Ardoin listens to comments from opponent Rick Edmonds, who criticized 
Ardoin over the bidding process for new voting machines. Ardoin was joined by two other candidates, Renee Fontenot 
Free and Heather Cloud, during a candidate forum by the Press Club of Baton Rouge on Oct. 9. Below are secretary of 
state candidates Julie Stokes, left, and Rick Edmonds, right.


