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FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS:
FOUR OF FIVE TEAMS SET 

TO PLAY THIS WEEK

• Denham Springs hosts 
East Iberville - Friday 

(09/10), 7 p.m.

• Walker travels to 
Dutchtown to play St. 

Amant - Saturday (09/11), 
6 p.m.

• Live Oak travels to Pearl 
River Central (Miss.) - 
Friday (09/10), 7 p.m.

• Albany will play St. 
Michael's at Walker 

High (location subject to 
change) - Friday (09/10), 

7 p.m.

• Springfield is still 
assessing player 

availability, and no game 
is scheduled at this time. 

The Bulldogs will attempt 
to practice Tuesday 

(09/07)

FRIDAY
REOPENING
‘MANY’ LIVINGSTON PARISH SCHOOLS TO REOPEN SEP. 10; 

LIST OF WHICH ONES RELEASED WEDNESDAY

DAVID GRAY • THE NEWS
A woman walks in front of Albany Upper Elementary following Hurricane Ida on Tuesday, Aug. 31, 2021.

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

The Livingston Parish 
Public Schools system, 
which has been closed 
since Hurricane Ida struck 
the state, plans to reopen 
“many” campuses by Fri-
day, Sept. 10, according to 
its superintendent.

A list of reopening 
schools will be released on 
Wednesday, Sept. 8, and all 
schools will remain closed 
through at least Thursday.

School was already out 
Monday for the Labor Day 
Holiday.

Campuses haven't been 
open since Friday, Aug. 27, 
which was two days before 
Hurricane Ida hit the state 
as one of the strongest 

storms on record. After 
striking Port Fourchon, 
Ida shifted east and went 
directly through Livingston 
Parish, mostly as a hurri-
cane before being down-
graded to a tropical storm 
50 miles northeast of Baton 
Rouge.

In a statement, Super-
intendent Joe Murphy 
said school officials are 
working with the staff at 
each campus “to determine 
which have full power, 
clean drinking water and 
basic connectivity to safely 
and effectively reopen to 
students.”

At the height of the 
storm, 95 percent of the 
district’s buildings were 
without power, and many 

are in areas under boil 
water advisories.

All 12-month employees 
— central office person-
nel, school principals and 
some custodial staff — are 
returning to work on Tues-
day, Sept. 7, Murphy said. 
All other school employees 
will return on Thursday, 
Sept. 9.

Murphy said all athletic 
activities will resume this 
week but that no compe-
titions will be held before 
Thursday, Sept. 9.

He encouraged fami-
lies to check their school’s 
social media feeds for 
updated information as well 
as the district’s social media 
pages.

“Thank you for your 

patience as we move to 
return our children to our 
campuses this week,” Mur-
phy said in a statement.

In an interview with The 
News last week, Murphy 
said damage from Ida was 
mainly confined to awnings 
and canopies and that no 
campuses flooded, though 
some had some “water 
intrusion.”

Though some campuses 
suffered more damage than 
others, Murphy said that 
the majority of buildings 
were “structurally sound.”

Murphy noted that, 
because of the historic 2016 
flood, the school system al-
ready had disaster contracts 
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LIVINGSTON PARISH WAIVES ELECTRICAL PERMITS

BY MCHUGH DAVID 
The Livingston Parish News

Tens of thousands of custom-
ers in Livingston Parish remain 
without power four days after 
Hurricane Ida ripped through the 
area.

As Entergy and DEMCO pro-
vide updates on power restoration 
to their customers, the parish has 
elected to waive electrical permits 
and fees until further notice.

The Livingston Parish Office of 
Homeland Security and Emer-
gency Preparedness posted on 
their Facebook page that, accord-
ing to Parish President Layton 
Ricks, the permit department 
would not be requiring prop-
erty owners to go through that 

process.
"We are asking power com-

panies to use their discretion to 
determine safety in order to re-
store power to our residents after 
Hurricane Ida," the post said.

In Walker, the city has also 
stated they will waive permits and 
fees.

The City of Denham Springs 
will not be waiving permits, 
but will waive fees during this 
recovery period and until 'further 
notice.' The city said anyone 
with substantial damage to their 
electrical line's weather head or 
internal electrical systems should 
apply for a permit through city 
hall.

"In an effort to simplify the 

permit process for residents and 
business owners, the City of Den-
ham Springs will not require fees 
for storm related electrical and 

repair permit applications until 
further notice," building inspector 
Rick Foster said.

The city wanted to inform 

residents that a good way to know 
if you have electrical problems 
that are the home owner or 
business owner's issue is if the 
electrical meter outside is locked 
or removed.

Entergy expected "the vast ma-
jority" of customers in the Baton 
Rouge area who can safely accept 
power to be restored by Wednes-
day, Sept. 8. Some customers' 
power came before that deadline, 
while some remained waiting.

"As damage assessment reports 
continue to come throughout 
Louisiana, we will develop resto-
ration times and provide them to 
customers as they become avail-

OFFICE OF HOMELAND SECURITY ASKS ELECTRIC COMPANIES TO 'USE DISCRETION'

DAVID GRAY • THE NEWS
Livingston Parish President Layton Ricks addresses the parish's response 
to Hurricane Ida during a press conference on Wednesday, Sept. 1, 2021.

DEBRIS PICKUP BEGAN MONDAY, OFFICIALS URGE RESIDENTS TO FOLLOW GUIDELINES
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DAVID GRAY • THE NEWS
A tree is atop a house in the Town of Livingston following 
Hurricane Ida, which struck the state on Aug. 29, 2021.

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Debris pickup following 
Hurricane Ida began Mon-
day in Livingston Parish.

Livingston Parish Presi-
dent Layton Ricks said last 
week that the parish had 
initiated its disaster contract 
with Ceres Environmen-
tal, which has assisted the 
parish in debris cleanup for 
several years, including after 
the 2016 flood.

Ricks said Ceres workers 
were spending this week 
clearing roadways and 
doing damage assessments. 
That includes assessments of 

debris in waterways, as well.
“They know our parish 

and the people and know 
how to respond,” Ricks said. 
“They’ll go the extra mile.”

Officials in Denham 
Springs and Livingston said 
debris pickup is scheduled 
to start Monday, Sept. 6. 
Other areas are expected 
to have cleanup starting 
sometime next week.

Here are some things 
to keep in mind regarding 
debris pickup:

Where to put your storm 
debris

Per FEMA directions, 
residents are urged to place 
storm debris at the curb 

away from regular house-
hold trash. Storm debris 
should be placed at the curb 
without blocking the road-
way or storm drains.

Residents are also advised 
against placing debris near 
trees, poles, fire hydrants, or 
other structures.

What’s storm debris
Debris pickup, which 

should be separated by cate-
gory, includes the following:

-- Vegetation: leaves (do 
not put in bags), logs, plants, 
bushes, brush, and tree 
branches

-- Furniture: chairs, 
tables, desks, dressers, sofas, 
and mattresses

-- Construction/demoli-
tion debris: building materi-
als, carpet, drywall, lumber, 
and plumbing

-- Appliances and white 
goods: refrigerators, freez-
ers, air conditioners, heat 
pumps, stoves, washers, 
dryers, and water heaters. 
Note: Collection responsibil-
ity varies by community.

-- Electronics: computers, 
radios, televisions, and other 
devices with a cord.

-- Hazardous household 
waste: cleaning supplies, 
batteries, lawn chemicals, 
oils, oil-based products and 
stains, and pesticides.


