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STEADY
INCREASE

LIVINGSTON PARISH’S 
TAXABLE PROPERTY 
VALUE RISES BY $18 

MILLION FROM 
PREVIOUS YEAR, 
ASSESSOR SAYS

'MEET THE CONTESTANTS'
SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES INTRODUCE THEMSELVES TO VOTERS IN FORUM

DAVID GRAY • THE NEWS
Pictured are eight candidates vying for four seats on the Livingston Parish School Board. The candidates participated in a forum 
at Wholly Ground Coffee House in Walker on Thursday, Sept. 15, 2022. The forum was sponsored by the Livingston Parish 
Chamber of Commerce. Pictured, from left, are District 4 candidates Bradley Harris and Jeff Pendergrass; District 7 candidates 
Katelyn Lockhart Cockerham and Ryan Pope; District 8 candidates Ron McMorris and Monica Sullivan; and District 9 
candidates Devin Gregoire and Steve Link.

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Eight candidates vying 
for four seats on the 
Livingston Parish School 
Board formally introduced 
themselves to voters during 
a forum held less than two 
months before their names 
will appear on the ballot.

Candidates for District 
4, District 7, District 8, and 
District 9 discussed their 
backgrounds and their posi-
tions on a range of topics in 
an event sponsored by the 
Livingston Parish Chamber 
of Commerce on Thursday, 
Sept. 15.

Their appearances came 
less than eight weeks before 
the Nov. 8 election. Early 
voting runs Oct. 25 - Nov. 
1, excluding Sunday.

During the forum, 
each candidate was given 
two minutes to introduce 
themselves and discuss their 
educational, career, and 
family backgrounds.

Following the introduc-
tions, candidates were given 
one minute each to respond 
to four questions pertaining 
to what’s important to par-
ents, attracting businesses 
to support schools, solving 
the teacher shortage, and 
what they plan to accom-
plish if elected.

Below are comments 
the candidates made when 
introducing themselves in 
the forum. Next week, The 
News will publish their an-
swers to the four questions 
posed by the Chamber of 
Commerce.

District 4
Schools: Denham Springs 

Freshman High, Denham 
Springs High, Denham 
Springs Junior High, 
Northside Elementary, South-
side Elementary, Southside 
Junior High

Bradley Harris
At the grand opening for 

Denham Springs Elemen-
tary, one of the schools hit 
hardest during the historic 
August 2016 flood, a parent 
made a comment that has 
stuck with Bradley Harris 
ever since.

“A kid’s parent came up 
to me and said, ‘This is the 
first time my kid has been 
in a permanent school,’” 
Harris recalled. “Those 
kids who went through 
the flood hadn’t been in a 
permanent school for that 
long. It wasn’t real until 
that point, but it really hit 
me hard.”

A lifelong resident of 
Livingston Parish, Harris 
is the current school board 
member for District 4. He 
graduated from Denham 
Springs High, where his 
sons also graduated. He has 
been married for 35 years.

Harris was involved in 
the parish’s rebuilding of 
Denham Springs Elemen-
tary, Southside Elementary, 
and Southside Junior High, 
the three schools most 
affected by the Great Flood 
of 2016.

As a school board 
member, Harris said his 
priorities are putting the 
kids “first” and taking care 
of teachers.

“Kids are first — period, 
across the board,” he said. 
“We try to take care of the 
teachers and give them as 
much raises as possible, 
what we can and what 
we can sustain. Teachers 
are short. We have to get 
them.”

Jeff Pendergrass
Jeff Pendergrass said he 

has spent the majority of his 
life in law enforcement, and 
he said his top priority on 
the school board would be 
to enhance school security, 
a national point of empha-
sis amid multiple school 
shootings in recent years.

“One of the things I want 
to see is increased security 
in our schools,” Pender-
grass said. “For me, that 
is one of the most import-
ant things we can do as a 
school board.”

Another priority for 
Pendergrass is to make sure 
teachers “are represented 
the way they’re supposed 
to be.”

“I want them to have 
raises and retain them and 
recruit the best,” he said. “I 
think we have the ability to 
do that if we buckle down 
and move forward in the 
same manner.”

A U.S. Navy veteran, 
Pendergrass has lived most 
of his life in Livingston 
Parish, except for his years 
of active duty. He has 
been married for 33 years 
and has two children and 
four grandchildren. His 
educational background in-
cludes a master’s degree in 
construction management 

and a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting and business.

Pendergrass said his bid 
for the District 4 seat came 
after he was asked to run 
by “people I respect” due 
to his previous interactions 
with children throughout 
his career.

“I’m extremely passion-
ate about our children 
and extremely passionate 
about the education they 
receive, and I’m extremely 
passionate about Livingston 
Parish,” Pendergrass said.

District 7
Schools: North Corbin Ele-

mentary, North Corbin Junior 
High, South Fork Elementary, 
South Walker Elementary, 
Walker Elementary, Walker 
Freshman High, Walker High, 
Westside Junior High

Katelyn Lockhart 
Cockerham

Born and raised in 
Walker, Katelyn Lockhart 
Cockerham has seen it 
grow much.

If elected to the District 
7 seat, that growth is some-
thing she plans to address.

“[It’s] not [about] just 
reacting to growth, but 
forecasting and planning 
for the rapid growth our 
parish is seeing,” Cocker-
ham said.

Cockerham also said 
she’ll work to acquire the 
best teachers — “it’s no 
secret we’re in a teacher 
shortage crisis” — and 
retain experienced teachers 
“that we rely on to foster 

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Livingston Parish’s overall taxable value increased by 
more than $18 million from the previous year, according 
to Assessor Jeff Taylor.

Taylor presented his assessments in his annual pre-
sentation to the Livingston Parish Council’s “Board of 
Review,” in which he informs officials of the parish’s 
overall property valuation.

Every piece of property in Livingston Parish has a 
value that must be estimated annually, according to the 
Assessor’s Office, which places a value on every parcel of 
land, home, and commercial building in the parish.

The office does not set tax rates, mail out tax bills, or 
collect tax payments, its website says, nor does it seize, 
sell, or place liens on property.

Taylor made his presentation just before the council’s 
regular meeting Sept. 8.

In 2022, the parish’s taxable value exceeded $655 
million, up from $637 million in 2021, Taylor said. The 
parish’s total assessed value for the past year was $915 
million — an increase of $21.6 million from the $893 
million assessed value in 2021.

Of the total assessed value, approximately $259 mil-
lion fell under homestead exemption, up by $3.2 million 
from last year. A homestead exemption in Louisiana 
exempts the first $75,000 of market value on a property 
owner’s primary residence.

“That gave us an increase of $18 million [taxable val-
ue] on a non-reassessment year, which really is not bad,” 
Taylor said. “It’s a pretty good pickup. I can remember 
times when I came here and the whole reassessment year 
would’ve been somewhere around $18 million.

“Our parish is growing and is healthy, and that’s good 
news.”

The taxable value of the parish’s real property 
increased by $15 million to just over $518.5 million, 
according to Taylor. The parish also saw modest bumps 
in the taxable value of personal property (a $1 million 
increase to a total of $86 million) and public service 
($2.1 million increase to total of $50.9 million).

Homestead exemption is not attached to personal 
property or public service. 

Taylor said his office received a formal appeal by mail 
earlier this month, in which a property owner wanted 
his assessed value of $7 million to drop to the $4 million 
range, Taylor said.

“It was not even reasonable,” Taylor said. “We talked 
to them and they dropped their appeal. That was the 
only one we had.”

Here’s a breakdown of Taylor’s presentation to the 
Livingston Parish Council’s Board of Review:

Overall assessed value in Livingston Parish
2022 - $915,282,482
2021 - $893,674,090
Difference - $21,608,392 increase
Overall homestead exemption
2022 - $259,721,791
2021 - $256,512,520
Difference - $3,209,271 increase
Overall taxable value
2022 - $655,560,691
2021 - $637,161,570
Difference - $18,399,121 increase
Real property overall assessed value
2022 - $778,304,472
2021 - $759,912,910
Difference - $18,391,562 increase
Real property homestead exemption
2022 - $259,721,791
2021 - $256,512,520
Difference - $3,209,271 increase
Real property taxable value
2022 - $518,582,681
2021 - $503,400,390
Difference - $15,182,291 increase
Personal property assessed value
2022 - $86,023,510
2021 - $84,987,510
Difference - $1,036,000 increase
Personal property taxable value
2022 - $86,023,510
2021 - $84,987,510
Difference - $1,036,000 increase
Public service assessed value
2022 - $50,954,500
2021 - $48,773,670
Difference - $2,180,830 increase
Public service taxable value
2022 - $50,954,500
2021 - $48,773,670
Difference - $2,180,830 increase

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Less than two months before citi-
zens make their selections on a packed 
fall ballot, the Livingston Parish Reg-
istrar of Voters is reminding people to 
register to vote.

The local Registrar of Voters office, 
in conjunction with the Secretary of 
State, will be conducting Voter Reg-
istration Week, which will be Sept. 
19-23.

The voter registration push comes 
ahead of the Nov. 8 ballot, which will 

feature a plethora of national and 
local races. Early voting runs Oct. 25 
- Nov. 1, excluding Sunday.

Nationally, voters will select a U.S 
senator as well as a U.S. representa-
tive.

Locally, there will be races for four 
seats on the School Board, five seats 
on councils in both Denham Springs 
and Albany, two seats on aldermen 
boards in both Killian and French 
Settlement, and a mayoral race in 
Killian.

There are also a series of statewide 
constitutional items on the ballot.

The purpose of Voter Registration 
Week is “to inform the general public 
of matters important to them and to 
encourage more participation in voter 
registration and on election day,” 
Registrar of Voters Jared Andrews 
said in a statement.

“During this week, our staff will 
be traveling throughout the parish 
delivering voter registration forms 
and information booklets to local 
town halls, libraries, schools, and Post 
Offices,” Andrews said.

Andrews said citizens can come to 
the Registrar of Voters office, located 
at 29938 S. Magnolia Street in Liv-
ingston, to register to vote or to make 
changes to their voter registration 
record.

Registration forms and other im-
portant information can be obtained 
by visiting the office or calling (225) 
686-3054, Andrews said.

Complete registration and other 
election information can be found at: 
www.geauxvote.com.

Anyone interested in becoming a 
poll worker on election day can con-
tact the Clerk of Court’s office at (225) 
686-2216.
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