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WHAT 
HAPPENED 

TO 
BARBARA 
BLOUNT?
AUTHORITIES STILL 

SEEKING HELP SOLVING 
2008 DISAPPEARANCE OF 

HOLDEN WOMAN

BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

More than a dozen years have gone by, and Living-

ston Parish Sheriff Jason Ard is still hoping new clues 
can shed light on a missing person’s case that has trou-
bled detectives and haunted locals.

Ard took to social media to renew the call for infor-
mation regarding the disappearance of Barbara Blount, 
a Holden woman who went missing in May 2008.

“It has been 13 years and we still don’t know what 
happened to Barbara Blount,” Ard said on the 13th 
anniversary of Blount’s disappearance. “We continue to 
work with the Blount family & to follow new leads. But, 
we need your help.”

Blount went missing at the age of 58 from her rural 
home on La. Hwy. 1036, near the St. Helena Parish 
line, around mid-day on May 2, 2008. Once they 
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Speaking to reporters on Wednesday, July 8, 2020, Gov. John Bel Edwards said he is “not currently contemplating” issuing a 
statewide mask-wearing mandate amid the coronavirus pandemic, though he “fully supports” parishes and cities that have 
enacted their own.

'A REFLECTION OF WHERE WE ARE'
GOVERNOR URGES MORE VACCINATIONS AFTER LIFTING MASK MANDATE

BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

Following months of 

sustained improvement 
in COVID-19 cases and 
hospitalizations along with 
an increased supply of vac-
cines, the statewide mask 
mandate has been lifted.

Gov. John Bel Edwards 
made the announce-
ment during this weekly 
COVID-19 briefing Tues-
day, transferring power 
to local governments and 
businesses to set their own 
policies when it comes to 
face covering during the 
ongoing pandemic.

Masking will still be 
required in some settings, 
including K-12 schools, 
early childhood educa-
tion centers, colleges and 

universities, healthcare 
facilities, public transit, 
and some state government 
buildings, according to the 
governor’s new order.

However, the governor 
said state agencies may opt-
out of the mask mandate 
for state-owned buildings 
in writing to the LDH 
secretary. Those who opt-
out must also inform people 
entering the building that 
masks are not mandatory.

All state agencies in the 
governor’s cabinet and un-
der the governor’s authority 
will keep their mask man-
dates, Edwards said.

The statewide mask 
mandate was originally 
implemented mask last July 
in response to the state’s 
summer surge in cases and 
hospitalizations. Though 

backed by federal officials, 
the mandate drew much 
criticism from state officials 
and the public alike, espe-
cially over the last several 
weeks when neighboring 
states lifted masking re-
quirements.

In Louisiana, the mask 
mandate was officially 
lifted Wednesday, April 28, 
nearly 10 months after it 
was first enforced. The new 
order also eased restric-
tions on live music, waiting 
rooms in some businesses, 
and outdoor crowd sizes.

Though he and state 
health leaders still rec-
ommend face coverings 
— Edwards said he will 
keep wearing a mask in 
government buildings and 
in public — the governor 
said his decision to lift the 

mandate “is a reflection of 
where we are at this stage 
of the pandemic.”

More than one in four 
Louisianans are now fully 
vaccinated, including two-
thirds of those 65 and older, 
according to figures from 
the Louisiana Department 
of Health (LDH). Though 
it has increased slightly 
in recent weeks, percent 
positivity remains low (3.50 
percent in latest report), 
and hospitalizations have 
hovered around 300 for the 
last three weeks.

“Many Louisianans 
have been wearing masks 
for more than a year now 
and the statewide mask 
mandate has been in place 
for nearly 10 months,” Ed-

SHORTAGE OF HOME INVENTORY SLOWS DOWN LIVINGSTON PARISH HOME SALES, MARKET STILL HOT
BY MELANIE COKER 

The Livingston Parish News

The Livingston Parish 

real estate market is still 
hot, but a shortage of 
inventory is cooling off the 
record numbers seen in the 
first quarter.

205 detached, sin-
gle-family homes sold in 
the fourth month of the 
year. The average sold price 
was $232,389, staying over 
the $230,000 mark for the 
fourth month in a row. 
That's a total inventory sold 
of $47,639,883.

This number of homes 
sold in April actually 

decreased from the 437 sold 
in the previous month of 
March. The average days 
on market fell from 42 in 
March to 36 in April. Both 
of these factors indicate 
a tightening of inventory 
with more buyers looking 
for homes than there were 
available for sale.

Despite low inventory, 
the market still shows 
significant growth overall. 
When compared with April 
of 2020, April 2021 saw an 
increase of 107 homes sold 
and an increase in the aver-
age home price of $10,779.

434 NE Centerville in 
Denham Springs was the 
most expensive home sold 
in March 2021 at $459,000. 
The three bedroom, three 
and a half bathroom home 
has 2785 square feet living 
area and sold for $164.81 
per square foot.
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434 NE Centerville in 
Denham Springs was the 
most expensive home sold in 
March 2021 at $459,000. The 
three bedroom, three and a 
half bathroom home has 2785 
square feet living area and 
sold for $164.81 per square 
foot.
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SALASSI RESTORES FAMILY'S WEDDING RING BELIEVED RUINED IN HOUSE FIRE

BY MCHUGH DAVID 

The Livingston Parish News

Every piece of jewelry comes 
with a story.

Whether that's a special event, 
a fun surprise, or a well thought-
out gift, jewelry is often given as 
an expression of great love and 
caring.

No one knows that better than 
Stuart Salassi who, along with 
his wife Renee, own and operate 
Salassi Jewelry & Fine Gifts in 
the Antique District of downtown 
Denham Springs. The Salassi's 
opened their store, originally, 

on Highway 190 near the Amite 
River Bridge but a combination 
of passion, innovation, and drive 
eventually landed them in the 
Antique District.

With all that hard work came 
the opportunity, post-flood, to 
revitalize the shop at the corner 
of Centerville and Range Avenue. 
The building had taken several 
feet of water, but knowing it's his-
tory and value Salassi put in the 
time - and money - to turn into a 
modern commercial store, with 
the flair of the original layout.

So, when the News publish-
er and editor McHugh David 

showed up with his mother-in-
law's wedding ring, which had 
been severely damaged in a house 
fire, Salassi knew exactly what 
to do.

"It's not the first time we've 
dealt with damaged jewelry," 
Salassi explained, "even some-
thing this bad.

"We had one woman come in 
crying, she had been denied by 
several shops in Baton Rouge, 
with a ring which had fallen into 
a (garbage) disposal which was 
on.

"We were able to make her ring 
just like new. A bit of a different 

process, but the same result - 
there's very few things we can't 
do."
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