
BY DAN MCCALEB 
The Center Square

The U.S. economy 
added 4.8 million jobs in 
June, breaking a record 
that was set just in May. 
The unemployment rate 
dropped to 11.1 percent, 
the U.S. Department of 
Labor reported.

The economy added 
2.7 million jobs in May 
as states started easing 
restrictions on businesses 
that were put in place 
to slow the spread of the 
novel coronavirus.

Michael Lucci, pres-
ident and publisher of 
50economy.org, said 2 
million of the 4.8 million 
jobs created in June were 
in the hospitality and lei-
sure industry as restau-
rants, bars and other 
entertainment businesses 
reopened and residents 
got more comfortable 
with travel and staying 
at hotels.

"On the other hand, 
they [the hospitality and 
leisure industry] are still 
down 25 percent from 
a year ago," Lucci said. 
"They're having the big-
gest recovery, but they're 
still down the most. And 
that's to be expected."

June's job report is 
based on a U.S. Depart-
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BY THE NUMBERS: 
07/07/2020 COVID-19

Cases in Louisiana
68,263

Louisiana deaths
3,211

Livingston Parish cases
1,267

Total tests
848,000

39

1,025

Presumed recoveries
43,026

Hospitalizations

On ventilators
109

Livingston Parish deaths

14,200
Livingston Parish tests

PHASED REBOOT
SCHOOL SYSTEM RELEASES OVERVIEW OF RETURN TO SCHOOL, MORE DETAILS JULY 17

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Livingston Parish Public 
Schools Superintendent Joe 
Murphy announced the district’s 
phased reopening plan amid the 
coronavirus pandemic on Tues-
day, saying more details will come 
no later than July 17.

The district’s plan implements 
multiple phases and options pend-
ing what policies are put in place 
by the Board of Elementary and 
Secondary Education (BESE). 

The plan will also take into ac-
count guidelines from other state 
entities such as the Louisiana 
Department of Education, the 
Louisiana Department of Health, 
and the Governor’s Office.

All schools statewide closed for 
the rest of the 2019-20 school year 
on March 16 to slow the spread 
of COVID-19, which initially hit 
Louisiana harder than all but a 
handful of states. 

After Louisiana began to see 
signs of flattening the curve, the 

disease has seen a resurgence over 
the last three weeks, with new 
cases and hospitalizations trend-
ing toward alarming levels and 
putting a traditional start to the 
2020-21 school year in doubt. 

In a press release, Murphy said 
district leaders have been “closely 
monitoring and developing re-
opening plans” for the upcoming 
school year. The district created a 
COVID Committee of adminis-
trators from all grade levels who 
have been working with individu-

al school principals over the past 
few weeks to develop reopening 
plans.

Murphy said the school system 
still plans to begin school on Fri-
day, Aug. 7 — exactly one month 
from now. 

“This has been a highly col-
laborative effort,” Murphy said. 
“Although current guidelines are 
in place, and our committee is 
taking action to adhere to those 
recommendations, we know those 
guidelines are subject to change.

“As a result, Livingston Schools 
will be issuing a parent trans-
portation survey by Friday of 
this week to ascertain how our 
students will enter and exit our 
campuses during the phased 
reopening.”

Murphy said the district is 
defining three general plans for 
reopening: Phase One, Phase 
Two, and Phase Three. These 
options give general structural 
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CLOSED FOR COVID
LIVINGSTON PARISH LIBRARY SHUTS DOWN BRANCHES 

DUE TO THREAT OF CORONAVIRUS EXPOSURE

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

The Livingston Parish 
Library has now shut down 
three of its five branches 
due to the novel corona-
virus, which is seeing a 
resurgence in Louisiana.

On Friday, library 
officials announced they 
were shutting down the 
Main Branch in Livingston 
and the Albany-Spring-
field Branch in Albany 
“due to the threat of the 
COVID-19 exposure.”

Earlier this week, the 
library closed the Denham 
Springs-Walker Branch 
after a staff member tested 
positive for COVID-19. 
The library did not say 
whether staff members 

tested positive at the other 
two branches.

All three branches are 
closed until further notice.

“Due to the threat of 
COVID-19 exposure, 
the Main, Denham 
Springs-Walker, and Alba-
ny-Springfield Branches 
will be closed until further 
notice,” the library said in 
a statement. “Please stay 
tuned to our website and 
social media channels for 
more information.”

The other two branches 
still open to the public are 
the South Branch and the 
Watson Branch.

During the temporary 
closure, early voting will 
continue in an isolat-
ed area of the Denham 
Springs-Walker Branch.

The announcement 
comes as Louisiana grap-
ples with a surge in new 
cases of the novel corona-
virus. On Friday, health 
officials reported 1,728 new 
cases to bring the total case 
count to 63,289.

That’s the sixth time 
since June 23 that the state 
has confirmed at least 1,000 
new cases in a single day.

COVID-19 hospitaliza-
tions, a key factor in the 
state’s reopening plan, also 
continued their upward tra-
jectory on Friday, rising by 
12 overnight to reach 852.

Overall, COVID-19 hos-
pitalizations have increased 
in 14 of the Department of 
Health’s last 17 updates. 
Since June 14, they’ve gone 
up by 310.


