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By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

WALKER — The City of 
Walker has started the 
process that will cul-
minate in a new City 
Hall by the end of 2020, 
according to its mayor.

The City Council ap-
proved a resolution and 
introduced three ordi-
nances at its meeting 
Monday to purchase 
the property, the first 
step in the process.

The new City Hall 

will be located on 4.7 
acres, Mayor Jimmy 
Watson said, which 
would meet the long-
term needs of the city.

‘We’re looking ahead 
for the next 20 years or 
more,” he said.

“They’ve needed a 
new City Hall for a 
while,” Watson said. “It 
has been talked about 
during the past three 
administrations, for 
the last 14 years.”

The city is in a good 

financial position now, 
he said, so buying the 
land “won’t hurt he 
budget.”

“We didn’t want to 
ask the people to pass 
a tax. We can afford 
to purchase the land,” 
Watson said.

The first ordinance 
would authorize the 
purchase of the 4.72 
acres in the 13000 block 

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — Residents spoke out once more 
against plans for a multi-family development 
adjacent to a subdivision in Walker, but this 
time the Livingston Parish Council approved 
the continued plans 
for the site.

Council members 
on an 8-1 vote gave 
the green light on the 
preliminary plats 
for Starwood Knoll, 
a development by 
Garry Lewis Proper-
ties, which is planned 
for an area near the 
Woodland Crossing 
subdivision.

The measure passed 
muster with the coun-
cil four weeks ago 
after a 5-4 vote sent 
the Starwood Knoll 
development back to 
the parish Planning 
Commission, which 
granted approval to the plats once more on Feb. 
6.

Council members rejected the plan Jan. 10 
after residents of Woodland Crossing voiced 
concerns over drainage, sewer, traffic and the 
influx of additional students into the neighbor-
hood schools.  

“The developer has worked to make changes 
on this project to alleviate concerns,” council 
Chairman Shane Mack said. “I understand the 
concerns of the residents after so many people 
were affected in the flood.”

District 6 Councilman Jeff Averett cast the 
lone dissenting vote.

“I voted against it for the sake of my con-

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

WASHINGTON, D.C. — A hold-
up on release of $230 
million in relief funds 
for victims of the 2016 
floods could lead to a 
lawsuit against federal 

agencies, Congressman 
Garret Graves said 
Friday, Feb. 8.

Graves, R-Baton 
Rouge, said he and 
other lawmakers will 
continue to push for 
the bureaucracies to 

release the money, 
which became available 
when the House and 
Senate struck down the 
Duplication of Benefits 
provision in late Sep-
tember.

The House member 

from Louisiana’s con-
gressional 6th District 
said he hopes it does 
not take a lawsuit to 
settle the dispute with 
the agencies, but he 
said he would take the 
route if necessary.

“The lawsuit is one of 
many tools and strate-
gies working concur-
rently,” Graves told 
The News in a phone 

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

BATON ROUGE — The direction state 
lawmakers choose on future tax-
break plans for industrial manu-
facturers could figure as one of the 
most hotly debated topics in the 
2019 legislative session, according 
to a lawmaker who represents a 
portion of Livingston Parish.

The issue of local involvement or exclusive 
state decisions on the tax incentives through 
the Industrial Tax Exemption Program (ITEP) 
will rank as a top priority for many lawmak-
ers, said state Rep. Clay Schexnayder, R-Gon-
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By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — A Livingston Parish 
councilman urged fellow mem-
bers to strongly consider better 
planning and land-use require-
ments for a portion of the parish.

A discussion on zoning – tra-
ditionally considered taboo 
among council members – needs 
to come to the forefront for the 
parish to move past protests 
from residents on what should or 
should not locate in their neigh-
borhoods and subdivisions, 
Councilman Tracy Girlinghouse 
said.

Girlinghouse, who represents 
District 7, made his comments 
during a meeting of the council’s 
Ordinance Committee.

That meeting came before the 
full council’s 8-1 vote at its own 
meeting to accept preliminary 
plats for the Starwood Knoll 
multifamily development.

“I’m a firm believer that zon-
ing is necessary,” said Girling-

house, who covers the City of 
Walker and areas north. 

“It’s needed for certain parts 
of the parish – and I know the 
eastern portion is not a big fan – 
but I believe in District 7 that it’s 
necessary. We’re way past time 
for it.”

Girlinghouse wants the parish 
to revisit the Master Plan to kick 
start a move toward an expan-
sion of zoning, particularly in 
the western part of the parish.

The zoning would cover outly-
ing areas of Denham Springs 
and Walker – both of which have 
zoning inside the corporate 
limits – and all of Watson, an un-
incorporated area of more than 
26,000 residents.

“I would like to form a Master 
Plan committee to go over the 
already approved Master Plan, 
make sure it’s up to date and get 
in line with the things we want 
to take and go forward,” he said.

“This is one of those prelimi-
nary discussions not for tonight 

or next week, but (the Parish 
Council) want(s) to study this, 
figure it out and get something 
together for some time in the 
future where we can say, ‘That 

JOHN DUPONT | THE NEWS

Livingston Parish Councilman Tracy Girlinghouse urged council members to make a push for zoning for several 
areas throughout the parish. He made the request at a Feb. 7 meeting of the council’s Ordinance Committee.
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