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By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

WALKER — Walker High 
School Principal Jason 
St. Pierre talks about 
building the founda-
tion for students to 
learn and choose a path 
when they graduate – 
whether to college or 
the business world.

That foundation is 
getting a little larger 
with a new building 
to house Gerry Lane 
Paint and Body of 
Walker High.

“The slab has been 
poured and they 
got the paint booth 
equipment. We’re just 
waiting for the metal 
building to be deliv-
ered,” St. Pierre said 
on Friday, Jan. 26.

 “Once the building 
arrives, it will be put 
up and we will achieve 
the goal of students 
learning auto painting 
and body repair,” he 
said.

The 1,200-square-foot 
building on the east 
side of campus facing 
North Palmetto Street 
will one two bays, one 
holding the painting 
booth and the other for 
auto repair lessons.

EDITOR’S NOTE: Since its 
creation, Denham Strong has 
been working on projects to 
help Denham Springs recover 
from the August 2016 flood. 
In the first of two parts, The 
News looks at the progress 
of flood recovery projects in 
2018.

By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — 

Projects completed, 
projects underway and 
projects in the future.

Denham Strong’s 
progress report for 
2018 contains all three 
from the volunteer 
group working to help 
Denham Springs con-
tinue its recovery from 
the Great Flood of 2016 
and also improve life 
in the city.

“We got a lot done,” 
said Jeannette Clark, 

the city’s community 
recovery coordinator, 
on Friday, Jan. 25.

Clark spoke about 
the progress report on 
Monday, Jan. 28. to the 
Denham Springs City 
Council at its meeting.

The report broke 
down projects into 
three areas: flood 
recovery, disaster 
resiliency and commu-
nity development.

Under each category 
are issues brought to 
light by public meet-
ings seeking what 
city residents thought 
needed to be addressed 
or would like to see in 
their community. 

A total of 47 accom-
plishments were listed 
that completed proj-
ects or helped move 
projects forward.

There were 25 items 

listed under “ongoing” 
that are now under-
way to help projects 
move forward.

Finally, 27 items 
were listed under 
“future goals,” steps 
or actions that will 
come up in the future 

as the ongoing list is 
achieved.   

“We feel there has 
been a lot of progress. 
It’s not all tangible,” 
Clark said. “You can’t 

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — The heads of Livingston and 
Ascension Parish governments signed a 
Memorandum of Understanding today that 
will promote regional flood protection with-
out bringing additional water to neighboring 
areas.

The agreement was signed by parish Presi-
dents Layton Ricks of Livingston and Kenny 
Matassa from Ascension. 

The pact will allow Ascension Parish and 
the Pontchartrain Levee District to continue 
planning and development on the $24 million 

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — A code of more stringent drain-
age requirements for developers focusing 
on impact studies and design requirements 
gained the full approval of the Livingston Par-
ish Council – and the 
change could come 
very soon.

The council ap-
proved the measure 
on an 8-0 vote. Jeff 
Ard was absent from 
the Jan. 24 meeting.

The members also 
amended the legisla-
tion to allow Parish 
President Layton 
Ricks to sign it into 
law.
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Gary Lacombe, seated, and Jeanette Clark tag storm 
drain lids with a warning against dumping materials 
into the drain, a project by Denham Strong.
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Ascension Parish President Kenny Matassa, left, and Livingston Parish President 
Layton Ricks sign a Memorandum of Understanding for regional flood-control projects. 
Behind them are Ascension Parish Councilman Benny Johnson, U.S. Rep. Garret Graves 
and Randy Clouatre, vice chairman of the Ascension Parish Drainage Board.
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By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — Two days re-
moved from the shooting death 
of his sister and father, Hunter 
Ernest found a small semblance 
of normality. 

The Denham Springs High 
School sophomore attended 

classes on Monday, Jan. 28. He 
walked the same hallways where 
his sister, Summer, passed every 
day until her graduation, and 
where his older brother, Tanner, 
had attended through Friday, 
Jan. 25.

Tanner Ernest, Summer 
Ernest and their father, Billy 
Ernest, all died from gunshot 
wounds on the morning of Satur-

day, Jan. 26. Dakota Theriot, who 
had been in a relationship with 
Summer Ernest, allegedly shot 
all three and fled to Gonzales 
and shot his parents. 

Theriot was arrested less than 
24 hours later in Warsaw, Va. An 
extradition hearing is scheduled 

JOHN DUPONT | THE NEWS

Denham Springs High School 
sophomore Hunter Ernest, left, 
returned to school on Monday, Jan. 
28, just two days after his brother, 
sister and father died in a shooting. 
He is seen with junior Ethan Swilley.


