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Seeking direction
After parish council approves introduction to adopt 2013’s ‘Master Plan,’ current 

committee asks for guidance from the board as to what they should do next 
P
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Master Plan Committee chairman Gerald Burns says that his group needs ‘guidance’ from the parish council as to where they should focus their efforts. The request comes after 
the council approved an introductory ordinance to accept the 2013 Master Plan - updating that plan was the purpose of Burns’ group.

By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — Master 
Plan Review Commit-
tee Chairman Gerald 
Burns will appear be-
fore the Livingston Par-
ish Council at its Sept. 
26 meeting to improve 
communications and 
“seek directions” from 
the council.

That decision came 
out of an address by 
Parish Council Chair-
man Shane Mack to the 
Master Plan panel at its 
meeting on Tuesday.

Mack told the com-
mittee that he had 
already talked to 
Burns and if the Parish 
Council agreed, “Mr. 
Burns could come once 
a month and give us an 
update … what we need 
to work on or where we 

are at.”
“We don’t get a penny 

for doing this. We love 
this parish,” Burns 
said.

“I don’t think we were 
given direction by the 
council about what was 
most important thing,” 
in the Master Plan 
for the committee to 
review, he said.

Other members of 
the Master Plan panel 
said knowing what the 
Parish Council wants 
is important.  

“My concern is hav-
ing the complete coun-
cil backing,” said Larry 
O’Neill, a committee 
member.

“We can work our 
tails off for a year to 
two years and if the 
council doesn’t back 
us, we’re wasting our 

time,” he said.
Committee member 

Kayla Lockhart John-
son added the Master 
Plan Review Commit-
tee should continue, but 
its focus should be “on 
the council level first.”

“What do you want 
us to work on. What is 
the priority? Zoning? 
Gravity drainage?” she 
asked Mack.

“The council decides 
what the priority is, 
then you bring it to us, 
and we work through 
the logistics. How much 
money will it take to do 
those things,” Johnson 
said.

Burns said the origi-
nal estimate to update 
the Master Plan was 
$250,000, but if engi-
neers and other profes-
sionals are needed, the 

cost could go up.
“The things we are 

asking you to do is 
big,” said Mack, an 
Albany resident who 
represents council Dis-
trict 9. “It’s a big task 
for you to accomplish.”

“I support the con-
tinuation of this group 
right here, because 
I believe you are all 
highly intelligent 
enough to provide 
input that the council 
can use to make those 
difficult decisions,” he 
said.

“I will talk with the 
parish president and 
his administration 
and get some of them 
to come in. They work 
day in and day out with 
construction and the 
development of Liv-
ingston Parish.

“We will try to help 
this group come up 
with good ideas to help 
update this Master 
Plan.”

Mack said he was not 
opposed to “doing what 
we can to follow the 
current, existing Mas-
ter Plan, but I think 
major modifications 
need to be made. 

“And that’s y’all pur-
pose.’

Mack said he sees 
three major areas of 
focus: zoning, a mas-
ter gravity drainage 
plan and the growth of 
sewer services. 

“Now, maybe we need 
to narrow the scope to 
zoning,” he said.

The council did not 
budget any funding to 
revise the Master Plan 
approved in 2013, he 

said.
With four months left 

in the year, Mack said 
the committee should 
continue to meet and 
discuss what it will 
take to zone Livingston 
Parish properly.

“You may decide to do 
some of your own re-
search. You may decide 
you need those funds to 
update that part of the 
Master Plan,” he said.

“It is drastically 
important to take the 
amount of time needed 
to get this right,” Mack 
added.

“We need to come up 
with a good plan and 
what we think is im-
portant and how much 
money to revise that 
part of the plan. Then 
we’ll go budget for the 
money.” 

Taylor Media cleared for business with school board
By McHugh David 

The Livingston Parish News
A recent report from a 

local T.V. outlet focused 
on a local politician and 
his wife, as well as the 
way they conduct busi-
ness.

Assessor Jeff Taylor 
and his spouse, Delia, 
bore the brunt of a 
report that accused 
them of several things, 
including:

• ‘Enrichment’ through 
political gains

• Delia Taylor’s busi-
ness ‘Taylor Media 
Services’ not being in 
good standing with 
the Secretary of State

• Taylor also not hav-
ing an occupational 
license in Livingston 
Parish

• Questions were 
raised as to whether 

payments made on 
behalf of the Livings-
ton Parish School 
Board for Taylor’s 
media services were 
legal, considering the 
previous information

The enrichment por-
tion came up due to con-
fusion as to how money 
passes from campaigns 
to end-user advertisers 
- including magazines, 
newspapers, and T.V. 
stations.

If a campaign utilizes 
a media buyer, more 
often than not the me-
dia company will pay 
up front for advertising 
and be reimbursed by 
the campaign.

‘Pay up front’ for 
politicals is used by 
end-users due to diffi-
culty getting paid after 
campaigns wrap up, as 

well as for campaign 
finance purposes.

Taylor, however, will 
still have to go before 
the campaign finance 
board as she is a sole 
proprietor, and records 
of those types of compa-
nies are not kept with 
the Secretary of State.

However, by law, 
being in ‘good stand-
ing’ with the Secretary 
of State or having an 
occupational license in 
the parish where the 
company is physically 
are required - either 
works.

Taylor will have 
to wait until at least 
November to see how 
the campaign finance 
board rules, but that 
meeting of the board 
may just launch an 
investigation into the 
matter - a decision will 

not come until much 
later.

In the mean time, 
Taylor acquired an oc-
cupational license from 
the Sheriff’s Office in 
Livingston. According 
to the office, no puni-
tive measures will be 
pursued as Taylor is 
now in compliance.

Parish ordinance 
required that any busi-
ness located in Livings-
ton Parish must have 
an occupational license, 
and then apply to be 
exempt from sales taxes 
- if applicable.

In the past, occupa-
tional licenses were 
used to track business-
es solely for sales tax 
purposes, that changed 
in the 2000s.

According to the sher-
iff’s office, over a dozen 
local businesses showed 

up last week to acquire 
an occupational license, 
Taylor among them.

Finally, it was cleared 
by school board attor-
ney Mark Boyer that 
the system was not 
participating in illegal 
activity by utilizing 
Taylor’s media com-
pany.

Kelly Hennessy Dick-
erson, the school board 
member from District 
2, had inquired publicly 
- through the aforemen-
tioned t.v. station - as 
to whether or not the 
system’s business re-
lationship with Taylor 
was legal.

Both the school 
board lawyer opinion 
and sheriff’s stance 
on the subject were 
released Wednesday, 
after Thursday’s press 
deadline.


