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BATON ROUGE — The 
Louisiana Treasury, 
in October, announced 
an initiative to pay $15 
million in unclaimed 
property to Louisiana 
residents.

Common forms of 
unclaimed property 
turned over to the state 
include savings or 
checking accounts, 
stocks, uncashed 
dividends or payroll 

checks, refunds, trav-
eler’s checks, trust dis-
tributions, unredeemed 
money orders or gift 
certificates, insurance 
payments or refunds 
and life insurance poli-
cies, and annuities.

Response has been 
high to Treasurer 
John Schroder’s move, 
and his office hopes to 
return up to $20 million 
this year. 

A total of 2,500 checks 
are printed every day, 

with 85,000 residents 
receiving monetary 
compensation for their 
claim.

This year’s claimants 
are printed inside The 
News, beginning on 
Page A10. 

If your name appears 
on the rolls, you can 
visit www.lastreasury.
com and click “Un-
claimed Property” to 
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WALKER — A developer is 
looking to build a Dol-
lar General store at the 
corner of Walker North 
Road and Ball Park 
Road in Walker. 

Residents off Ball 
Park Road are con-
cerned about the traffic 
and safety issues at the 
intersection. 

They have appeared 
at hearings before 
the city Planning and 
Zoning Commission 
and the City Council to 
voice their opposition 
and concerns.

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

WASHINGTON, D.C. — A waiver to release money af-
ter the Duplication of Benefits fix has delayed 
state distribution of funds to additional house-
holds affected by the 2016 floods, a move which 
has angered Congressman Garret Graves.

The 45-day 
window has ex-
pired for Presi-
dent Trump to 
sign the waiver, 
a move imple-
mented through 
government 
bureaucracy, 
Graves told 
The News in an 
interview on 
Nov. 21.

The unsigned 
waiver and 
expiration do 
not change 
the status of 
the actual bill 
the president 
signed into law 
after its pas-
sage in October.

He assured 
that the legis-
lation is not 
in jeopardy of 
falling along 
the wayside, he 
said.

“Legally, 
everything is in 
place that needs 
to be in place 
in terms of the 
law for the state 
to cut checks to 

flood victims,” Graves said. 
“I stood alongside the president when he 

signed the bill into law, and he’s supportive of 
the flexibility to the Restore program.”

The delay has also raised concerns for U.S. 
Sen. Bill Cassidy, R-La., who has worked with 
Graves, New Orleans Democratic Congress-
man Cedric Richmond and U.S. Sen. John Ken-
nedy to fix the DOB provision.
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“Our office has 
urged the White 
House to communi-
cate the Duplication 
of Benefits guidance 
to the governor, and 
we will continue 
working to ensure 
all flood victims 
receive what they 
are owed,” said Matt 
Wolking, communi-
cations director for 
Sen. Cassidy’s office 
in Washington.

Graves said he 
and his staff have 
pushed the staffers 
in the White House 
to have President 
Trump sign the 
waiver, the final 
step necessary to 
dole out the addi-
tional $230 million 
in Restore money 
to victims of floods 
events in March and 
August 2016.
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Congressman Garret Graves 
speaks during a hearing at the 
State Capitol in early November.

I BY THE NUMBERS___
$230m 
Flood aid amount being held up

45 
Days president had to sign waiver

27 
Months since Great Flood

Growth testing cities’ plans

Treasurer seeks to return $15 million
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The tract a developer wants to build a Dollar General store in Walker is seen from Ball 
Park Road with Walker North Road in the background.

PLANS 
PAGE A5

I BY THE NUMBERS___
$15m 
Goal to return to citizens

$852m 
Held by Treasury unclaimed

2,500 
Checks printed daily
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DENHAM SPRINGS — Online 
Christmas shopping 
may have increased in 
recent years, but the 
Black Friday turnout 
for Livingston Parish 
brick-and-mortar retail-
ers gave no sign of it.

Shoppers flocked to 
major retail outlets in 
the area to get an early 
jump on the Christmas 
shopping season, which 
began Thanksgiving in 
some stores.

Bass Pro Outdoor 
World, Stine Lumber 
& Home Improvement, 
Home Depot, Walmart 
and retailers at Juban 
Crossing all drew ca-
pacity crowds for what 
appears to be the start 
of a solid Christmas 
shopping season.

“I don’t normally shop 
on Black Friday, but 
I’m glad I came here 
because the prices are 

good, they have a great 
selection and I don’t 
have to deal with all the 
chaos of Baton Rouge 
traffic,” said Livingston 
resident Chelsi Over-
ton, as she perused the 
Christmas decorations 
at Stine Lumber in 
Walker.

Bass Pro Outdoor 
World, which draws 
customers from south 
Louisiana along with a 
large number of travel-
ers along the Interstate 
12 corridor, also showed 
a great turnout. Sev-
eral hundred customers 
crowded the entrance 
well before dawn for 
the six-hour sale which 
kicked off at 5 a.m.

“The season has 
started in a very good 
direction,” Bass Pro 
general manager Seth 
LeBlanc said. “So far, 
everything is meeting 
our expectations.

“In fact, I would go 

as far to say it’s every 
bit as good as last year 
-- maybe even better,” 
he said. “I don’t want to 
jinx myself.”

Traditionally strong 
sales items at Bass Pro 
ranged from gift cards, 
apparel and boating 
equipment to fishing 
and hunting gear to 
camping equipment, 
along with most other 
sale items the store ad-
vertised the day before 
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Shoppers rush to check out at the end 
of Bass Pro Shop’s “6 Hour Sale” on 

Black Friday on Nov. 23.
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Below, Brandon Staton holds 
his son, Collin, 11 months, while 
browsing sunglasses at Bass Pro.


