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CITY OF DENHAM 
AUTHORIZES FINAL 

PAYMENT ON BASS PRO 
BONDS, PAVING WAY 
FOR INCREASED TAX 
DOLLARS FOR LOCAL 

DISTRICTS
BY DAVID GRAY 

The Livingston Parish News

Nearly six years ago, former Mayor Jimmy Durbin 
estimated the bonds used to build Bass Pro Shops 
Outdoor World, an economic engine located in Den-
ham Springs, could be paid off as early as 2021.

Durbin’s prediction was on the money.
On Monday, the Denham Springs Economic De-

velopment District adopted a resolution authorizing 
the full redemption of the Bass Pro bonds financed 
by sales tax revenues, meaning the bonds to build the 
outdoor sports paradise are officially paid off — 16 
years ahead of schedule.

This authorization paves the way for increased tax 
revenue to funnel to local districts. 

The original bonds were issued in 2007 to finance 
the Bass Pro retail store and all the infrastructure 
around it, “a pretty ambitious financing (method)” 
that was set for full redemption in 2037.

The bonds have been refinanced over the years, 
including in 2011, when flexibility was added to 
allow excess revenues to pay the debt more quickly as 
revenues exceeded early estimates.

Matt Kern of Jones Walker LLP, the firm that has 
served as bond counsel to the district, said the firm 
was informed earlier this year that the outstanding 
balance of the bonds was about $1.6 million and that 
they had enough money to pay them off early.

Kern said the expected redemption date for the 

DESPITE CONSECUTIVE MONTH-TO-MONTH DROPS, 
SALES TAX COLLECTIONS OUTPACING PREVIOUS YEAR

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Total sales tax collections 
dropped for the second 
straight month, but they 
continue to outpace those 
from the same time period 
last year, according to the 
Livingston Parish School 
Board Sales Tax Office.

In September 2021, the 
total sales tax collected 

in Livingston Parish was 
$10,825,679, a drop of 
$844,375 from what was 
collected in August, or 
roughly 7.2 percent.

That was less than the 
drop in August 2021, when 
officials reported that 
$11,670,054 in sales tax was 
collected, about 8.7 percent 
less than the month before.

The sales tax collected in 
July, the first month of fiscal 

2021-22, was $12,789,361, 
a one-month collection 
greater than any month in 
fiscal 2020-21.

Despite falling in back-
to-back months, sales tax 
collections are up through 
the first quarter of fiscal 
year 2021-22. Through the 
first three months, mu-
nicipalities have collected 
$35,285,094 in total sales 
tax, just over $3.5 million 

more than through the 
same time period last year.

Each month so far this 
fiscal year — July, August, 
and September — has 
brought in more sales tax 
collections than those same 
months in 2020.

The Sales Tax Office 
tracks tax information from 
17 governmental bodies, 
municipalities, and taxing 
districts in the parish.BASS PRO 
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LIVINGSTON PARISH COUNCIL INTRODUCES ORDINANCE REGARDING RIVER SAFETY; PUBLIC HEARING SET

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

The Livingston Parish Council 
formally introduced an ordinance 
regarding river safety following a 
tumultuous summer on the Amite 
River, during which two people 
died and dozens more had to be 
rescued.

A public hearing on the matter 
is set for Oct. 14.

The tentative ordinance, which 
council members said will likely 
be amended over time, includes 
stipulations such as safety videos, 
life vests, increased signage on the 
river, and possible punishments 
for violations.

The introduction during 
Thursday’s regular council 
meeting came two days after 
the ordinance committee met to 

finalize details on the possible 
requirements.

“To start with not really a 
whole lot of data and to develop 
such a well written ordinance that 
I think will protect future people 
that tube down that river, I think 
y’all did an exceptional job,” said 
council member Shane Mack.

“That last (ordinance) meeting 
was so sincere,” Mack added. 
“Everyone was trying to do what 
they could to protect the people 
and it was really a good moment.”

Though talked about for years, 
regulations regarding water safety 
are moving closer to becoming 
a reality in the wake of several 
incidents on the Amite River, 
mostly after people launched from 
Tiki Tubing.

Keith Hillard, 53, died after 
going underwater shortly after 

launching from Tiki Tubing on 
June 19. A little more than one 
month later, 52-year-old Elson 

Johnson, Jr., of Deville, also 
drowned after his launch.

In between the two deadly acci-

dents, first responders rescued 15 
people from the Amite River after 
“strong currents” stranded tubers 
during a weekend in mid-July. 
Later that month, nearly a dozen 
more had to be rescued.

The survivors of Hilliard have 
been vocal advocates for in-
creased river safety.

Though much of the attention 
has been on Tiki Tubing, council 
members have repeatedly stated 
that the company “isn’t the only 
facility that uses the river” and 
that an ordinance has to be 
“more encompassing… to address 
all problems, not just one particu-

FILE PHOTO • THE NEWS
An aerial shot of the Amite River, 
near where Tiki Tubing lets 
customers begin their journey.
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LIVINGSTON PARISH SCHOOLS ANNOUNCE 
UPDATED COVID-19 QUARANTINE OPTIONS

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

Livingston Parish students will no longer have to quar-

antine if they are deemed a “close contact” to a COVID-19 
case, a new policy that falls in line with updated guidance 
from the Louisiana Department of Education.

Superintendent Joe Murphy made the announcement in 
a statement released Thursday, one day after the Depart-
ment of Education empowered school systems to implement 
the “parent choice option.”

“Livingston Parish Public Schools will continue to com-
ply with state guidelines as it relates to policies and proce-
dures related to our efforts to avoid and lessen the impacts 
of the COVID-19 pandemic,” Murphy said in a statement.

Under the new policy, parents and guardians of close 
contacts will be given the option to quarantine their child 

or allow them to stay in school. This means the mandatory 
quarantine period for students defined as a close contact 
— which has been in place since the start of the 2020-21 
school year — will no longer be required.

The new policy is now in effect, and Murphy said em-
ployees or students who are currently quarantined due to 
COVID-19 exposure will be allowed to return “as long as 
they are asymptomatic.”

Murphy said the district will also provide a weekly listing 
of free COVID testing sites within Livingston Parish, as 
per guidelines from LDOE. The list will be posted on the 
district website, at www.lpsb.org, as well as on the district’s 
social media feeds.

School nurses will also make free testing site information 
available to their campus communities, Murphy said.
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