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By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — District 
Court Chief Judge 
Robert H. Morrison 
granted a continuation 
for terminated Killian 
Police Chief Dennis 
Hill, who was arrested 
in February for alleged 
malfeasance in office.

Hill returns to 21st 
Judicial District Court 
on Sept. 27 for another 
pretrial hearing, Dis-
trict Attorney Scott M. 
Perrilloux said.

“We did this to give 
the defense more time 
to consider if they want 
to go through a trial or 
enter a plea,” Perril-
loux said. “It’s not an 

By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — Two 
Denham Springs police 
officers each face 
one-day suspensions 
after pre-disciplinary 
hearings before Mayor 
Gerard Landry.

Landry’s decision 
on the suspensions 
came after the Aug. 30 
hearings for Detective 
Brandon Johnson and 
Sgt. Gerald Parker. 

City Attorney Stepha-
nie Bond Hulett said 
the officers have the 
option of appealing 
the disciplinary action 

By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

WALKER — A couple of ballfields 
are being “moved” to improve 
access to Sidney Hutchinson 
Park, according to the mayor 
of Walker.

Fields 1 and 2 are being 
moved, Mayor Jimmy Watson 
said, to create a walkway from 

the park entrance at Ball Park 
Road to Sidney Hutchinson 
Park. 

 “You can’t walk to the other 
side of the park,” Watson said, 
where walking trails, exer-
cise stations and playground 
equipment are available.

“People need to get to the 
rest of the park,” he said.

There is a park entrance 
from Corbin Avenue, east of 
Sidney Hutchinson, but Ball 
Park Road is still a main traf-
fic artery from Walker North 
Road.

A sidewalk along Ball Park 

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — Three-term state Rep. J. Rog-
ers Pope said he is ready to move across the 
hall at the State Capitol.

The Denham Springs Republican lawmaker 
said he will seek the District 13 seat in the Sen-
ate next year. 

The district also includes the west end 
of Tangipahoa Parish and the Greenwell 
Springs/Central area in East Baton Rouge 
Parish.

A term limit -- which Pope will face at the end 
of his current term in the House -- will mark 
the end of the road for the sitting senator, Dale 
Erdey.

“I have much more I want to accomplish 
before I leave the Capitol,” Pope said. “I care 
about helping the people in our area, plus I’ve 
been encouraged to do this by other people in 
our area.”

The Denham Springs native said he wants to 

Pope 

plans 

Senate 

run 
Teacher pay raise, help 
with traffic, industry, 

tax reform on his agenda 
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This small gate to enter the Walker ballpark from Ball 
Park Road is kept locked. Plans to move two fields and 
create a walkway from the gate to Sidney Hutchinson 
Park are in the works, Mayor Jimmy Watson said.
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By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

PORT ALLEN — George Bragg feels a hint 
of relief even amid federal health 
department figures that show his 
parish and much of Louisiana is in 
one of the worst West Nile virus out-
breaks in several years.

Bragg, the West Baton Rouge Par-
ish Mosquito Control director, takes 
solace that his department tests on a 
regular basis for insects that may be 
positive for the disease. 

Parishes such as Livingston that do 
not test have opened themselves to 
dire consequences, he said. 

“It’s not a good situation at all,” 
Bragg said. “I think it’s extremely 
dangerous to have no abatement 
whatsoever. We’re experiencing one 
of the most active seasons in seven or 
eight years and you’re talking about 
a very large parish with no way of 
fighting it.”

Bragg is a 17-year veteran of mos-
quito control in south Louisiana, 
including two years in East Baton 
Rouge Parish and 15 years in West 
Baton Rouge. His work in mosquito 
control began two years earlier in 
his native Burlington County, N.J., 

near Atlantic City.  
He has overseen the severe 

outbreaks in 2003, which led to an 
epidemic, along with several years 
with an extreme number of cases.  

Bragg also serves on a state mos-
quito abatement board, which moni-
tors cases throughout the Louisiana. 

Livingston Parish’s geographical 
makeup and the summer weather 
pattern combine to make the area 
ripe for outbreak, he said.

“We may be lucky to get through 
the year without many tropical 
storms or hurricanes, but here 
again, Livingston could have a flood 
-- even one not close to the caliber of 
August 2016 -- and put itself in dan-
ger,” Bragg said. 

Bragg has been among several 
consultants the Livingston Parish 
Mosquito Abatement Board has 
called upon in its plans to start a 
program for districts 2 and 3, repre-
sented by Parish Council members 
Garry “Frog” Talbert and Maurice 
“Scooter” Keen.

He has no involvement politically 

PHOTOS SUBMITTED

Above: Large-scale drainage projects are underway in the parish, 
but some smaller bayous and creeks remain blocked in hard-to-
reach areas, creating standing water issues. Right: Mosquito-
borne viruses are on the rise nation-wide, and Louisiana 
continues to see increasing number of cases. 

948 
total West Nile cases in 
state from Jan. 1-Aug. 25

213 
cases in West Baton Rouge

129 
cases in East Baton Rouge
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