
FACEBOOK.COM:  TheLivingstonParishNews               INSTAGRAM.COM:  LivingstonParishNews               TWITTER.COM:  @LPNews1898

THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 24, 2022

VOLUME 122, NUMBER 33 WWW.LIVINGSTONPARISHNEWS.COM

$1

FACING A
CRISIS

AMID STAFFING ISSUES, 
LIVINGSTON PARISH 

SCHOOL DISTRICT DIPS 
IN STATE RANKINGS

'IT HAS BEEN AN HONOR TO SERVE'
COUNCILMAN HARRIS RESIGNS FROM DISTRICT 5 SEAT

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

The Livingston Parish school district narrowly fell 
from its usual spot among the state’s top 10-rated school 
districts, a drop-off school leaders are attributing to the 
ongoing staffing recruitment and retention issues that 
have plagued the teaching profession.

For the 2021-22 school year, Livingston Parish Public 
Schools reported a district performance score of 88.5, 
according to the statewide accountability report from 
the Louisiana Department of Education. This year’s 
score for Livingston Parish — which earned the district 
a letter grade of “B” — is the same as its pre-pandemic 
score in 2019.

But that score was enough to keep Livingston Parish 
among the top 10 school districts in the state, a place 
the district has enjoyed in recent years. This time, it was 
good for 11th-best.

In a statement, Superintendent Joe Murphy said 
the district’s drop-off “is evidence of the crisis we are 
facing” employing experienced and qualified staff, 
something school leaders have warned about in recent 
months.

About one-third of the system’s 1,800 teachers are 
eligible for retirement, School Board President Cecil 
Harris said earlier this year. Another 50 percent are 
within 10 years of retirement. And recent job fairs have 
yielded only dozens of applicants compared to hundreds 
in the previous years, a trend being felt across the state 
and country at large. 

“First, let me say that for our district to hold student 
performance steady for the past two years through the 
pandemic and major storms, like Hurricane Ida, is a 
testament to all our employees and their dedication to 
our children,” Murphy said.

“But the fact that we have not grown our overall 
score, and we are seeing a fall in our assessment scores, 
is evidence of the crisis we are facing. We must make 
every effort to recruit and retain the very best and 
brightest educational minds.”

The district performance score (DPS) is based on a 
variety of student assessment and progress indexes for 
grades K-12, as well as each school district’s graduation 
rate and strength of diploma measurements, according 
to Supervisor of Instruction Kelly LaBauve.

Livingston Parish students saw improved gradua-
tion rates (up from 97.1 in 2019 to 100.5 in 2022) and 
strength of diploma efforts (up from 108.5 in 2019 to 
116.7 in 2022). However, measured assessments for all 
grades combined fell more than six points, dropping 
from 77.6 in 2019 to 71.4 in 2022.

“These are the LEAP, LEAP 2025 and ACT assess-
ments that often compare one class to those before and 
after it,” LaBauve said. “These assessments tell us if 
each new class is growing its knowledge base further 
than the classes before it.”

According to the state report, the district’s progress 
indexes remained static or showed a slight downturn, 
as well. LaBauve said progress indexes are somewhat 
like value-added measurements that show a student’s 
individual growth over time as compared to the state’s 
expectations.

The data showed that Livingston Parish students 
showed individual progress over the past two years but 
that the growth “was not at the rate that the state had 
set as an expectation,” LaBauve said.

LaBauve said the reasons for the drop-off “are 
complex,” adding that the district “will dive deep into 
the data to determine how to best respond.” But like 
Murphy, she said the district must “double down” on 
its recruitment and retention efforts to keep up with the 
demand across our parish.

“Our classrooms are larger because of student 
growth, and we are unable to provide additional in-
structional support leaders today to help our teachers,” 
LaBauve said. “We had begun seeing this trend some 
time ago, but COVID fast-tracked everything, and now 
we’re seeing the direct impacts of these changes.”

“As our more experienced teachers retire or transfer 
out, it is becoming harder to replace them. And even 
if we do find a good young teacher, that person needs 
support to do the job right, and not go through a tri-
al-and-error learning curve that impacts student growth 
and performance along the way.”

Individually, Live Oak High led all parish schools 
with a performance score of 112.7. Rounding out the 
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The Livingston Parish News

R.C. “Bubba” Harris, who has 
served Livingston Parish in public 
office for more than a combined 15 
years, has officially resigned from his 
seat on the Livingston Parish Council, 
citing his “many health conditions.”

The council accepted Harris’ resig-
nation of his District 5 seat in its Nov. 
10 meeting. Erin Sandefur, a resident 
of the district and a member of the 
Livingston Parish Library Board of 
Control, was appointed to the vacant 
spot until a special election in March.

A 1967 graduate of Denham 
Springs High School, Harris is a life-
long resident of Denham Springs who 
served in public office in the 1980s 
and again in the 2000s. A retired 
home building contractor, Harris 
served two terms on the Livingston 
Parish Police Jury from 1980 through 
1988. He has been on the Livingston 
Parish Council for the last seven 
years.

Harris was elected to the District 
5 seat in 2015, defeating two oppo-
nents — incumbent Joan Landry and 
fellow challenger Jimmy Devall — by 
claiming 54 percent of the vote. He 
won reelection in 2019 after running 
unopposed.

But ongoing health problems have 

affected Harris for much of this year, 
which he mentioned in a resignation 
letter that was read during the meet-
ing. Prior to his resignation, Harris 
had missed nine of the council’s 20 
meetings in 2022, including the previ-
ous five.

Livingston Parish Council Chair-
man Jeff Ard read Harris’ resignation 
letter during the meeting.

“It has been an honor to serve 
my community as a councilman of 
District 5, but I feel that the time has 
come for me to offer my resignation 
due to my many health conditions,” 
read Harris’ letter.

“I appreciate all the opportunities 
and support I have received from 
everyone,” the letter continued. “I 
have truly enjoyed my time on this 
council and the many things we have 
accomplished.”

Harris received a standing ovation 
when Ard finished reading the letter.

Pending formal approval from the 
Secretary of State, Sandefur will rep-
resent District 5, which encompasses 
the outskirts of Denham Springs, until 
a special election March 25. Qualify-
ing for that seat will be Jan. 25-27.

Sandefur, who moved to Denham 
Springs 20 years ago, has been a reg-
ular attendee of council meetings this 
year, having missed only two, she said 
prior to her appointment.

Earlier this year, she was one of sev-
eral vocal residents who spoke against 
massive developments being built on 
4H Club Road in Denham Springs. 
She also runs the “Livingston Parish 
District 5” Facebook page and is the 
correspondence secretary for Living-
ston Parish Republican Women.

Sandefur, a member of the Library 
Board of Control since 2021, waded 
into controversial waters over the 
summer when she proposed the board 
look at “book content,” a topic that 
led to packed meetings in July and 
September.

In the July meeting, Sandefur pre-
sented a list of eight titles with content 
she believed was too sexually “strong” 
for children. But protesters described 
it as a veiled attempt to ban books 
pertaining to sexuality and LGBTQ+ 
issues.

During Thursday’s meeting, Sand-
efur thanked the council and Parish 
President Layton Ricks for “trusting 
me with the opportunity to serve our 
great parish.” She also thanked Harris 
for recommending her to the position.

“I feel honored to be recommended 
and appointed to this seat,” Sandefur 
said. “I accept this interim appoint-
ment and look forward to what is to 
come.”

Harris’ term runs through 2023.
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SCHOOLS 
PAGE 3

LOUISIANA ‘CELEBRATION GATOR’ FLOAT 
RETURNING TO MACY’S THANKSGIVING DAY PARADE

SEN. BILL CASSIDY ANNOUNCES HE WON’T RUN FOR GOVERNOR IN 2023

BY DAVID GRAY 
The Livingston Parish News

U.S. Sen. Bill Cassidy will not run for governor next 
year and will stay focused on his work in the Senate, he 
announced Friday.

Cassidy, 65, was one of several names floated around as a 
potential candidate for the upcoming gubernatorial race.

But the senator ended any such speculation in a state-
ment released Friday morning, saying he intends to “re-
main focused on the job I was sent here to do.”

“When I was elected to the United States Senate, I was 
given a job to represent the people of Louisiana and serve 
the people of the United States of America,” Cassidy said. 
“For the last several years, I have been working on specific 
legislation that is critical for the future of our state and 
country.

“I don’t know if these solutions will pass, but I know 
they will not pass if I decide to run for another office. I 
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One of Louisiana’s most 
widely recognized symbols 
is returning to the Big 
Apple.

Louisiana’s “Celebration 
Gator” float, a tourism pro-
motion that celebrates the 
state’s unique culture, will 
once again hit the streets 
of New York City during 

the 96th Annual Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade.

Inspired by all facets of 
Louisiana’s culture, the 
“Celebration Gator” fea-
tures a colorful street view 

of Louisiana, with a blend 
of the New Orleans French 
Quarter architecture with 
heavy influences of Spanish 
colonial rule and Creole 
fashion.

In addition to celebrating 
the state’s fusion of Euro-
pean, Caribbean, African, 
and Native American cul-
tures, the float will include 
participants dressed in 
lavish baby gator costumes, 
as well as a team of stilt 
walkers, a new release said.

The 60-foot-long, alli-
gator-themed float made 
its debut last year. Lt. Gov. 
Billy Nungesser said he 
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