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By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — Sober living homes, 
which house individuals undergoing 
drug or alcohol rehabilitation, are in 
Denham Springs, but the city knows 
little about them or if it can regulate 
them.

Mayor Gerard Landry said at the Oct. 
22 council meeting there might be two 
such homes in the city, but a member of 
the audience said there are four.

City Attorney Stephanie Bond-Hulett 
told the council that there may be “sev-
eral” in Denham Springs, but what the 
city can do is restricted by federal law.

The federal Fair Housing Act and 
American Disabilities Act (ADA) come 
into play, she said.

Alcohol and drug addiction are consid-
ered disabilities under the ADA and the 
city cannot discriminate against people 
with disabilities, she said.

The Fair Housing Act prevents dis-
crimination in housing for a number of 
reasons – race, sex, religion, for example 
– and disabilities. A city passing legis-
lation to regulate such homes could be 

sued in federal court.
Hulett submitted two forms to the 

mayor and council that could help the 
city at least know if and where such 
homes are in the city, an application 
form and a letter asking for informa-
tion.

The forms were sent out Oct. 10 to the 

possible sober living homes and the city 
is waiting until Oct. 31 to get a reply, 
Hulett said.

“Then we will determine what action 
to take,” she said.

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

LIVINGSTON — Livingston Parish 
Registrar of Voters Jared An-
drews did not anticipate what 
he has seen since the start of 
the early voting session.

Turnout has been strong 
for the Nov. 6 election, which 
includes the half-cent sales 
tax for the Livingston Parish 
Sheriff’s Office to staff school 
resource officers on each cam-
pus throughout the parish.

“We’ve had more voters 

than expected -- much more,” 
Andrews said.

A total of 868 lined up at 
the Registrar of Voters Office 
on opening day Oct. 23 and 
another 393 by noon the fol-
lowing day.

“It’s probably twice as much 
as we normally see for early 
voting,” Andrews said. 

The SRO proposition and the 
congressional race have prob-
ably been the biggest catalysts 
for the strong turnout, he 
said.

Early voting ends Tuesday, 
Oct. 30, throughout Louisiana 
for races to decide congres-
sional members, a secretary 
of state and six state constitu-
tional amendments.

In addition, voters will also 
decide on term limits for the 
Livingston Parish Council 
and Parish President.

The ballot will include races 
for mayor in Denham Springs 
and Albany. A special election 
in Killian will determine who 
will fill the remainder of the 

term of Craig McGehee, who 
resigned in June 2017.

Voters in Albany and Den-
ham Springs will also choose 
five council members in both 
municipalities, while Albany 
will vote on who will serve as 
police chief for the next four 
years.

School Board seats for Dis-
trict 8 and 9 are also on the 
ballot.

By Kevin Fambrough 
The Livingston Parish News

DENHAM SPRINGS — The Louisiana Department of 
Transportation and Development (DOTD) will 
conduct a public meeting on proposed safety 
improvements on South Range Avenue.

The public meeting has been scheduled 
from 4 p.m. to 7 p.m. Thursday, Nov. 8 at First 
Pentecostal Church of Denham Springs, 1020 S. 
Range Ave., a DOTD news release said. 

The project is between the northern couplet 
and 700 feet north of Aspen Square Road, the 
news release said. 

The project proposes modifying the two-way 
left turn lane allowing dedicated left turns, 
signal retiming, driveway closure and adding 
bulb-outs for U-turns.

The public meeting is an “open house” style 
meeting with no formal presentations. The 
public is invited to visit, ask questions, and 
offer comments.

DOTD representatives will be available at the 
open house to answer questions and discuss 

By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

KILLIAN — The town’s 
Board of Aldermen will 
likely scrap plans for 
an October meeting 
and wait until after 
the Nov. 6 election to 
convene.

The delay also leaves 
uncertainty over who 
will preside as mayor 
at the next meeting.  

The acrimonious 
mayoral race between 
Mayor Peter Bock and 
Alderman/former 
Mayor Gillis Windham 
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Denham Springs City Council member Rene Delahoussaye, right, discusses the issue of sober 
living homes in the city. From left are Mayor Gerard Landry and council member Lori Lamm-
Williams.
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By John Dupont 
The Livingston Parish News

WASHINGTON, D.C. — House Water Re-
sources and Environment Subcom-
mittee Chairman Garret Graves, R-
Baton Rouge, accompanied President 
Donald Trump and bipartisan lead-
ers at the White House  on Wednes-
day as a major piece of legislation 
produced under Graves’ leadership 
-- the Watershed Resources Develop-
ment Act -- was signed into law.ail.

A bill geared to increase resil-
ience against hurricanes, storms 
and floods became law Oct. 23 when 
President Trump signed the Water-
shed Resources Development Act. 

The bill was spearheaded by the 
House Water Resources and Envi-
ronment Subcommittee, chaired by 
Congressman Garret Graves, R-La. 

Graves and other committee mem-
bers accompanied President Trump 
at the White House for the signing of 

the bill.
The new law builds on Graves’ 

ongoing efforts to make the Army 
Corps of Engineers work for the 
American people so our commu-
nities are more resilient against 
hurricanes, storms and floods, while 
ensuring the long-term viability of 
our nation’s water infrastructure. 

“The status quo gives Washing-
ton bureaucrats job security, but it 
doesn’t represent the priorities of 
the American people.  We’re chang-
ing that,” Graves said.  “This bill is 
about delivering proactive solutions 
so that communities actually benefit 
from enhanced flood protection in-
stead of having to endure decades of 
studies and inaction; so state, local 
and other folks on the ground can 
play a larger role in getting projects 
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The Water Resources Development Act, a bill handled by the House Water Resources and 
Environment Subcommittee, chaired by Congressman Garret Graves, R-La., will help the Comite 
River Diversion Canal, seen here.
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